
CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES: Chrisman and Paris. 10B, 12B

LOCALLY OWNED, LOYAL TO OUR COMMUNITY SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2019

75¢

In the  
know

TODAY’S WEATHER 

LET’S BE FRIENDS!

INDEX

CONTACT US

Calendar 2A
Christmas in Paris 12B
Classified 11B
Health 7B
History 3B
Obituaries  5A
Sports 9-11A
Christmas in Chrisman 10B

H 44 L 33
Sunny and chilly. 2A

To share a news tip, request  
an extra copy or to advertise,  
call 217-921-3216 or email  
nzeman@prairiepress.net.

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday

New windows for 
pregnancy center

Sentencing set 
back by request

Obamacare now: 
what to know

Anniversary of 
infamous day

Keeping away 
holiday weight 

LADY TIGERS 
POUNCE ON 
CONFERENCE

Latest news, 
online extras

Choices Pregnancy and 
Health is grateful to 
community for rallying to 
provide 16  new windows.
GRACE, 5B

Defendent Justin Hefner 
asks for continuance to 
discuss matters with his 
public defender. 
NEWS, 3A

Obamacare signup season 
is here amid dense debate 
around healthcare, here 
is what Americans should 
know about registering. 
HEALTH, 7B

The USS Arizona is one 
of the most dramatic 
symbols of Pearl 
Harbor, and today only 
a few survivors remain.
HISTORY, 3B

Strategies to enjoy 
Christmas without 
overeating, binging sweets 
or skipping the gym. 
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

Paris rises to 7-0 on the 
season and 1-0 in the Little 
Illini Conference after 
beating Newton 75-27.   
SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

BY GARY HENRY
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CHRISMAN – The City 
of Chrisman now has a public 
works supervisor position.

Council members dis-
cussed creating the new po-
sition during an executive 
session at the regular city 
meeting Monday, Dec. 3. 

“I think it is time we hire a 
supervisor. I’m distressed by 
the amount of work I think is 
not getting done,” Commis-
sioner Bryan Haddix said be-
fore the vote to go into execu-
tive session.

Under the mayoral/com-
mission form of city gov-
ernment, each of the elected 
officials is responsible for 
overseeing a department of 
local government, but the 
council members also have 
fulltime jobs and are not al-
ways available to manage daily 
operations of city employ-
ees. Haddix is responsible for 
Chrisman’s sewage treatment 
plant, Rodney Wolfe is the 
water commissioner, Thad 
Crispin is the streets and alley 
commissioner, Tyler Alex-
ander is the finance commis-

sioner and Mayor Dan Owen 
oversees public safety.

Thad Arrasmith was hired 
as the city’s first public works 
supervisor for a 90-day pro-
bationary period at $21 per 
hour. A condition of employ-
ment is he must work toward 
obtaining a Class 3 sewer op-
erator license and following 
that obtain a water operator 
license. 

“It is all public works,” said 
Crispin. “We are looking for 
somebody to oversee the wa-
ter, sewer and street depart-
ments.”

Arrasmith starts in the new 
position Monday, Dec. 9. As 
part of the restructuring, the 
council also set the official 
workday for city employees as 
7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

In another matter, Haddix 
reported meeting with li-
censed trapper Rick Tweedy, 
who the city hired to capture 
skunks. At least six skunks 
have been caught in the latest 
round of trapping.

“He told me Chrisman 
has the worst infestation of 
skunks of any community he 
has seen,” said Haddix.

Wolfe advocated taking a 
different approach to the ver-
min problem. He noted this 
is the second or third time 
the city has hired Tweedy but 
that, Wolfe said, is only a stop-
gap and does not address the 
real problem.

A single, dilapidated and 
empty house is apparently the 
denning site for the skunks. 

“We need to take the prop-
erty owner to court and get 
the house demolished,” said 
Wolfe.

Who owns the property is 

Chrisman creates new job
City creates public works supervisor position, hires on Arrasmith to address backlog

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

It is getting down to crunch time 
for the Community Nurse Christ-
mas Basket program and chairman 
Scott Barrett has concerns.

“This year seems to be different 
than every other year,” said Bar-
rett. “Our money donations are 
down about 50 percent from the 
last eight years.”

Also down is the rate at which 
people are signing up to receive 
the free box of food that provides 
everything needed to prepare a 
Christmas meal. 

The Community Nurse Associ-
ation annually provides 350 such 
boxes, on a first-come-first-serve 
basis, to Edgar County families. 
Barrett said that list usually fills 
within three or four days, but there 
were still some openings on the 
list at the time of the Friday, Dec. 
6, interview.

He speculated a change in the 
signup procedure may be caus-
ing some confusion about how 
to request a basket. Any family in 
Edgar County in need of a Christ-
mas food basket must call the 
Paris Township office, 463-7215, 
between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. Mon-
day through Wednesday. Barrett 
emphasized the last day to ask for 
a food basket is Wednesday, Dec. 
11. No more calls will be accept-
ed after that and the Communi-
ty Nurse Association will move 
ahead with whatever number ex-
ists at that time.

“I have to have the numbers by 
the end of the week to get every-
thing purchased the next week 
that wasn’t donated” said Barrett.

He added the schools in Par-
is, organizations and businesses 
annually hold food drives to help 
supply the baskets but it is still 
necessary to buy some items that 
cannot be donated or where some 
areas may fall short.

The Community Nurse Christ-
mas Basket contains a ham, mac-
aroni and cheese, green beans, 
corn, carrots, cake mix and icing, 
potatoes, applesauce, stuffing, two 
loaves of bread, apples, oranges 
and a dozen eggs. 

Barrett explained the Christmas 

Christmas 
basket needs 
volunteers

See BASKETS, Page 8A

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

KANSAS – The Kansas 
village board members unan-
imously agreed to cash in a 
certificate of deposit in order 
to have operating money in 
the village’s general fund in 
order to purchase a new po-
lice squad vehicle and cover 
bills and payroll for the re-
mainder of the fiscal year. 

“If we cash out a CD it will 
boost the general fund,” said 
village president Ross Car-
rell, noting the village, like 
most Illinois small towns, 
is struggling with budget 
issues. The CD, located 
at Longview Bank, is for 
$33,327.87.

The board approved the 
purchase of a used squad ve-

hicle for the Kansas Police 
Department. Kansas Police 
Chief Jeff Goodwin negoti-
ated the purchase price of the 
2011 Ford Expedition with 
low mileage of 21,324 miles 
at a cost of $18,370. Title and 
plates will cost the village an 
additional $103, Goodwin 
told the board. 

Board members unani-
mously approved the pur-
chase because the village’s 
2006 auxiliary car has 
reached more than 154,000 
miles and is now costing the 
village a substantial amount 
of money in repairs. Good-
win estimates it is currently 
costing more than 65 cents 
per mile to maintain the ag-
ing automobile.

Goodwin reported the 

village’s police department is-
sued three citations, five writ-
ten warnings and 13 verbal 
warnings. Officers responded 
to two accidents and resolved 
four complaints along with 
assisting three motorists and 
assisting the sheriff ’s depart-
ment six times.

Paris Police Chief Eric 
Brown was present at the 
meeting to discuss the Shop 
With A Cop program. In its 
27th year, the countywide 
program is the largest in the 
state and will serve more than 
350 children in Edgar Coun-
ty this year, specifically help-
ing approximately 70 youth 
in Kansas. 

“We don’t turn any child 
away,” said Brown, noting 
this year’s shopping day be-

gins at 7 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
14, at the Paris Wal-Mart 
with more than 65 volunteers 
to help participants purchase 
$125 worth of clothing.

The Kansas Board vot-
ed unanimously to donate 
$1,500 to the 2019 Shop 
With A Cop program, the 
same donation as last year.

The Board also voted to 
continue the village’s annu-
al holiday lighting contest. 
Winners with the best-dec-
orated property will receive 
cash prizes of $25 for third 
place, $50 for second place 
and $75 for the grand prize 
winning light display.

In annual business the 
board approved the property 
tax levy, which will increase 
a total of $25,851. Carrell 

read the increases, which 
were $12,000 in the general 
corporation revenue fund; 
$4,000 increase in the police 
protection; $3,809 in the 
general liability insurance 
fund; and $6,042 in the audi-
tor’s fund. 

“We bumped everything 
up a bit,” Carrell said.

In other business the board:
Approved the purchase 

of $60 for an ad to help spon-
sor the 2019 Kansas High 
School Holiday Basketball 
Tournament.
Approved the work to 

refurbish a flow meter for 
the village water department 
to not exceed approximately 
$500. The refurbished meter 
will come with a warranty 
said Jordan Richardson.

Kansas cashes CD, will buy used police vehicle

CRUMBLING BANK ON THE SQUARE DEMOLISHED

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A long time landmark on the Paris square has only a few hours left as workers from Bell & Bell Trucking prepare to 
demolish the old Citizens National Bank building Friday morning, Dec. 6. Structural problems made the building 
unusable and part of an exterior wall fell earlier this year into the alley between the former bank and Pearman 
Pharmacy. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
After working on this corner for a brief time and knocking 
back capstones, the heavy equipment operator got the 
first stone to fall from the facade of the former Citizens 
National Bank during demolition work Dec. 6.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A few hours into the project and the old bank building is 
showing significant damage from the demolition work. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

And the walls kept tumbling down all day Friday, Dec. 
6, as Bell & Bell Trucking demolished the old and 
unsafe Citizens National Bank on the Paris Square. 
The property is owned by the First Christian Church, 
which plans to develop it with additional facilities to 
complement the nearby church at the corner of Main 
and Washington.



TODAY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. today and the first and 
third Saturdays of every month 
for 2019.

TEDDY BEAR WORKSHOP
A Teddy Bear Workshop where 
pre-school through seventh 
grade children may build their 
own stuffed animal is 10:30 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. Dec. 7 at the Marshall 
Public Library. A new workshop 
will be held every half hour. The 
cost is $10 per child, with a limit 
of one animal per child. Partic-
ipants will also enjoy hot cocoa 
and a Christmas story. Registra-
tion is necessary to join the fun, 
and space is limited. Please call 
the library at 217-826-2535 or 
visit www.marshallillibrary.com. 
to register.

AMERICAN GIRL DOLL 
DRAWING
Friends of the Marshall Public 
Library are doing a fundraiser 
with the prize of an American 
Girl Doll named Tenny. The 
drawing is 4:45 p.m. Dec. 7 at 
the library. More information 
is available at the library or by 
calling 217-826-2535.

MEMORIAL ELEMENTARY 
HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
The Memorial Elementary 
Holiday Bazaar is 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Dec. 7 at the school. Featuring 
a variety of handmade gifts, 
jewelry, holiday crafts and 
more, the bazaar is a fund-
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COUNTRY CHRISTMAS SHOW DEC. 14
Jake Hoult is performing a Country Christmas and Show Dec. 14 
at Harlan Hall in Marshall. The $25 ticket price includes both the 
meal and the show. The menu is Salisbury steak, chicken noodles, 
mashed potatoes, greens beans, a variety of desserts, tea and 
lemonade. Tickets area available at the Casey State Bank and the 
bank’s branches in Martinsville and Marshall. Seating is first come 
first served and a ticket is required to enter the building. The doors 
open at 5:30 p.m., with dinner service at 6 p.m. and the concert 
starting at 7 p.m.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

44   33
Prec: 0%

52   47
Prec: 0%

54   27
Prec: 70%

30   16
Prec: 0%

25   19
Prec: 0%

32   24
Prec: 0%

40   31
Prec: 20%

TODAY — A mostly sunny and seasonable 
day with highs in the mid 40s.

SUNDAY — Clouds overspread the area, 
but southerly winds boost highs into the 
lower 50s.

MONDAY — Cloudy and breezy with scat-
tered showers throughout the day. Highs 
top out in the mid 50s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:52 a.m. 4:26 p.m. 2:08 p.m. 2:10 a.m.

SUNDAY 6:53 a.m. 4:26 p.m. 2:34 p.m. 3:09 a.m.

MONDAY 7:00 a.m. 4:27 p.m. 3:04 p.m. 4:09 a.m.

TUESDAY 7:00 a.m. 4:27 p.m. 3:38 p.m. 5:12 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 7:01 a.m. 4:27 p.m. 4:18 p.m. 6:16 a.m.

THURSDAY 7:02 a.m. 4:27 p.m. 5:05 p.m. 7:20 a.m.

FRIDAY 7:03 a.m. 4:27 p.m. 6:00 p.m. 8:22 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41°/25°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72° in 1998
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-5° in 1977

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.78”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.70”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44.15”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.02”

NORMAL:    High: 41   Low: 25     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU

Weather Wizard
@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944
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Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
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and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Kim Stewart/Patti 
Garver
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/Kim 
Stewart
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Nancy Zeman
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 

Wednesday prior to the 
Saturday publication.  Adver-
tising (display or classifieds 
ads) are due 1 p.m. Thursday 
prior to the Saturday publica-
tion. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie Bea-
con LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Doug-
las County, Vermilion County 
and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2019 by Prairie Beacon 
LLC. All rights reserved. Re-
production in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
prohibited. 
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Published byPublished by
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address changes to The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News at 101 N. Central 
Ave, Paris, IL 61944.

Paris Beacon-NewsParis Beacon-News

raiser for the parent teacher 
organization to provide an op-
portunity for students to select 
free gifts to give to parents and 
siblings. 

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclu-
sive of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets 
every Tuesday in the basement 

of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh-in starts at 5:45 p.m. and 
the meeting is 7 p.m. Contact 
Verna Smith at 217-822-0953 
for more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 
5:30 p.m. Information about 
the Weight Watchers system is 
available at www.weightwatch-
ers.com, or by attending a 
meeting.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meet-
ing or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds 
at 251-4722.

MONTHLY EUCHRE NIGHT
The monthly euchre night is 
6:30-9 p.m. Dec. 12 at Red Oak 
Inn, 219 W. Madison, Paris. All 
are welcome.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Auxiliary weekly dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. Dec.12 at the post 
home. The $5 meal is chicken 
pot pie, salad, peaches and a 
beverage. Dessert is available 
for an extra $1.

UPCOMING

HOLIDAY BAZAAR AT 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
The second annual Holiday Ba-
zaar at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall is 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Dec. 
14 featuring a large assortment 
of homemade goods, boutique 
items and lunch. Questions 
may be directed to 217-822-
7623.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. the first and third Satur-
days of every month for 2019

Financial Services for every step!

BANKING   |   INSURANCE   |   WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Learn more about us online at www.firstmid.com
or at any other First Mid location.

Financial Solutions 
for every step along the way.
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Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
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VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Saturday, December 14th    
5 - 7 p.m.
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With Current or New Account* Relationship

RELATIONSHIPS THAT REWARD

12 Month CD Special
1.75% A.P.Y. 

or 2.00% A.P.Y. 

BANKPROSPECT.COM

The minimum balance to obtain the stated annual percentage yield (A.P.Y.) is $500.00. A.P.Y. is accurate as of 11/20/2019.
A penalty will or may be imposed for early withdraws. A.P.Y. is subject to change without notice. Interest compounded quarterly.

Will automatically renew with applicable rates at time of maturity. FDIC insured to the maximum allowed by law. 
*Account is defined as a checking, savings or money market account. 

MEMBER FDIC

Ask About
KASASA CASH

3.50% A.P.Y. on balances up to $15,000.00
0.25% A.P.Y. on balances $15,000.01 and up

Annual Percentage Yield calculations are based on an assumed statement cycle of thirty-one (31) days.  Information and A.P.Y. is accurate as of 11/20/2019.
  Rates, rewards, and bonuses, if any, are variable and may change after account is opened. 

No minimum balance is required to earn or receive the account’s rewards. Fees may reduce earnings.
Kasasa, Kasasa Cash is a trademark of Kasasa, Ltd., Registered in the U.S.A.

Headaches are one of the most common 
non-specific complaints any doctor’s office 
hears.  In some cases they can be related to your 

eyes.  Uncorrected farsightedness (hyperopia), difficulty focus-
ing as we get older (presbyopia) or an eye muscle imbalance 
often cause frontal headaches.  Headaches can also be due to 
severe inflammation of the eye or untreated glaucoma.  In many 
cases wearing glasses/contacts or just getting the appropriate 
treatment for an eye care condition can reduce or eliminate 
headaches altogether.  Also remember to take breaks while read-
ing or using a computer.  Although some headaches are due to 
an eye issue, headaches are far more often caused by stress, fa-
tigue, high blood pressure, sinus/allergy, poor diet, injury or den-
tal issues.  Part of our job is to rule out eye issues and make the 
appropriate recommendation for further care, usually by way 
of your family doctor.  Remember to always discuss headaches 
with both your primary care doctor and eye care professional.  
In the meantime eat right, get plenty of sleep and don’t be so 
stressed out!  Have a fantastic Christmas and best wishes for the 
new year!

EYES
On Dry Eyes

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

December HoursDecember Hours
Closed Monday & Tuesday & Wednesday

Open
Thursday, Friday  11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

 Saturday   11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday Brunch Buffet  10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

We will be closed for Vacation From
December 16 - January 2

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Thursday, Dec. 5, sen-
tencing hearing for Justin Hef-
ner spun for a period of time 
on a legal question and at the 
end the defendant asked for a 
continuance for more time to 
talk with public defender Wil-
liam McGrath. The sentenc-
ing was continued to Tuesday, 
Dec. 10.

Hefner, who believes him-
self a Department of Defense 
agent imbued with police 
powers that include investi-
gation and arrest, has been in 
custody since Feb. 18, 2018, 
when he arrived armed and 
clad in body armor at the Ed-
gar County Jail requesting 
assistance in making arrests 
of local citizens. A jury found 
Hefner guilty Oct. 30 of a 
Class 2 felony of false imper-
sonation of a peace officer 
while attempting to commit a 
felony and a Class 4 felony of 
false impersonation of a peace 
officer.

At the start of the hearing 
Thursday morning, Judge Ste-
ven L. Garst noted the defen-
dant had filed eight motions 
since the trial and McGrath 
had filed one. Garst asked if 
McGrath intended to adopt 
any of Hefner’s motions and 
the public defender said no.

Turning to Hefner’s mo-
tions, Garst asked if he was 
alleging McGrath provided 
ineffective counsel, and the 
defendant confirmed that is 
his belief.

“I was convicted of a Class 
3 felony and he told me I was 
charged with a Class 2 felony 

and not eligible for the $30 
per day credit,” said Hefner. “If 
he told me the truth, I could 

have gotten 
out and hired 
private coun-
sel.”

Garst re-
minded the 
d e f e n d a n t 
he was con-
victed of a 

Class 2 felony and because 
that Class 2 was among the 
charges placed against him he 
was not eligible for the $30 
per day credit toward bond. 

Hefner additionally 
claimed McGrath did not 
subpoena evidence he wanted 
placed in evidence such as a 
testimony from an FBI agent 
and Hefner’s business records.

“He (McGrath) stated to the 
jury that I didn’t have to prove 
anything, but I had to prove ev-
erything,” said Hefner.

The judge took time to ex-
plain to the defendant how tri-
als work. He said trial strategy, 
including what to subpoena 
and what to use as evidence, 
is the attorney’s responsibility. 
Garst noted a defendant has 
the absolute right to decide 
between a bench or jury trial 
and whether or not to testify 
but all other decisions are best 
left in the hands of a trained 
attorney.

Garst also informed Hefner 
there was no reason to sub-
poena the FBI agent.

“The FBI evaluated the case 
and determined it was not 
a federal crime,” said Garst. 
“The FBI can’t determine state 
crimes. There are two separate 

systems.”
Business records were also 

not evidence in this case, 
Garst informed the defendant.

Garst added Hefner has al-
ways had the option of hiring 
private counsel and posting 
bond, but Hefner disagreed.

“My wife has been threat-
ened to not help with my de-
fense. She didn’t come to the 
trial or visit me in jail. She 
is afraid to come to Edgar 
County,” Hefner said without 
offering any proof to back his 
claims.   

Garst ruled McGrath did 
provide effective counsel es-
pecially with his latest action 
of filing a motion arguing Hef-
ner cannot be convicted of a 
Class 2 felony.

“I was unaware of that,” 
Hefner said about the new 
motion, while admitting he 
has refused to talk with his at-
torney.

The rest of the hearing was 
devoted to argument between 
McGrath and Edgar County 
State’s Attorney Mark Isaf re-
garding any ambiguity in the 
law pertaining to Hefner’s con-
viction of attempted unlaw-
ful restraint. McGrath claims 
since no restraint occurred 
his client cannot be convict-
ed of that as a Class 2 felony 
because unlawful restraint is 
more commonly charged as 
a Class A misdemeanor or at 
the most as a Class 3 felony. 

“I have had trouble from the 
beginning to understand how 
Mr. Hefner going to the jail to 
request assistance is a crime,” 
said McGrath.

Isaf insisted there is no am-

Hefner sentencing is delayed
biguity in the law. He argued it 
makes no difference if Hefner 
did or did not restrain some-
body through an illegal arrest. 
The state’s attorney said the 
statute under which Hefner is 
charged specifically deals with 
the situation when a person 
falsely claims to have police 
authority as part of a plan to 
commit a felony. 

“If you pass yourself off as a 
peace officer to commit a fel-
ony – that is pretty clear,” said 
Isaf.

Garst denied the defense 
motion and paused to deter-
mine if both sides were ready 
to continue with the sentenc-
ing hearing. 

“I gave Mr. Hefner a copy of 
the PSI (presentencing inves-
tigation) and asked to speak 
with him, but he refused,” said 
McGrath. “I haven’t gone over 
it with him.”

Garst noted a discrepancy 
in the report. Per the judge’s 
reading, Hefner informed the 
probation officer preparing 
the PSI that he planned to live 
with his wife and children if 
released but failed to provide 
an address for that residence.

“If you get probation, pro-
bation needs to know where 
you live in order to visit,” said 
Garst. 

The defendant promised to 
let the authorities know the 
address as soon as he finds 
out.

“She (Hefner’s wife) moved 
and won’t tell me her address,” 
said Hefner, adding he gave 
her phone number to Mc-
Grath.

The public defender ac-

knowledged having the num-
ber but said Hefner’s wife re-
fuses to accept his calls or talk 
to him.

The court continued the 
sentencing hearing and ad-

monished Hefner about what 
is expected of him.

“Mr. Hefner, please coop-
erate with Mr. McGrath, and 
you must have an address by 
next Tuesday,” said Garst. 

HEFNER

BY PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Trump administration is 
about to impose new regula-
tions that would tighten eli-
gibility rules for the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, also known as food 
stamps, in a way state officials 
say could cut off benefits for 
an estimated 140,000 Illinois-
ans.

The new rules apply to a cat-
egory of SNAP recipients ages 
18 to 59 known as able-bodied 
adults without dependents, or 
ABAWDs. Currently, those 
meeting the program’s income 
eligibility limits are limited 
to three months of benefits 
during any 36-month period 
unless they work at least 20 
hours a week or are enrolled 
in a job training program.

Those conditions were part 
of a 1996 welfare reform law 
passed during the Clinton 
administration. But the law 
also allows states to waive the 
work requirements if the ap-
plicant lives in an area marked 
by high unemployment or 
where there is a lack of suffi-
cient jobs.

The new rules, which take 

effect in April, tightens the 
regulations governing those 
waivers by limiting them to 
counties with unemployment 
rates above 6 percent. It is one 
of several changes to SNAP 
eligibility being implemented 
or considered by the Trump 
administration.

The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, which administers 
the program, said in a docu-
ment published Wednesday 
that about half of all able-bod-
ied adults receiving SNAP 
live in areas that have received 
waivers despite low unem-
ployment levels across the 
majority of the country.

“The strong economy is 
creating opportunities for all,” 
U.S. Agriculture Secretary 
Sonny Perdue said during a 
telephone news conference 
Wednesday. “Now is the time 
for us to engage with this sub-
set of SNAP participants so 
that they can know the dignity 
of work and the lasting trans-
formation that it provides.”

But Democratic Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker blasted the new rules, 
calling them cruel and sug-
gesting they are being enacted 
for other political purposes.

“President Trump is now re-
sorting to the ugliest possible 
tactics to distract the Ameri-
can people from his impeach-
ment and gin up support from 
the far right – denying food to 
the most vulnerable people in 
our society,” Pritzker said in an 
email statement. “This is cru-
el and my administration has 

fought him at every turn.”
USDA estimates the rule 

change will make about 
668,000 people nationwide 
ineligible for SNAP, resulting 
in an estimated $5.5 billion 
savings over five years.

Meghan Powers, spokes-
woman for the Illinois De-
partment of Human Services, 
said about 140,000 people in 
this state would lose eligibility, 
although she added the agen-
cy has been working to find 
other ways to extend eligibili-
ty to those individuals.

“Many SNAP participants 
face serious barriers to em-
ployment, such as mental 
illnesses, substance use dis-
orders, justice involvement 
and significant physical lim-
itations, and would not be 
able to immediately meet the 
work requirements,” she said 
in an email statement. “IDHS 
has been working for months 
to appropriately exempt any 
individuals with these barriers 
so they do not need to meet 
the work requirements. How-
ever, we also recognize that 

New rules could cost 140,000 Illinoisans SNAP benefits
Trump 
administration 
announces tighter 
work requirements 
for many adults
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some of our customers can 
and want to work. To that end, 
IDHS has also engaged in a ro-
bust effort to prepare for this 
rule change so we can help 
as many SNAP participants 
as possible find employment 
and training that would meet 
the work requirement.”
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BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Individuals appearing be-
fore the bench for the Nov. 
25 criminal and traffic call in 
Edgar County Circuit Court 
included: 

IN CUSTODY
nDustin C. Craig, 39, Par-

is, appeared in custody. His 
unresolved two counts of a 
Class 2 felony violating the 
sex offender registry require-
ments, two counts of a Class 
A misdemeanor violating an 
order of protection, a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 
battery and a Class B misde-
meanor criminal trespassing 
charges were continued for a 
pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nZachary Q. Crouch, 28, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine. He waived his 
right to be represented by an 
attorney and pleaded guilty 
to the charge. Bond was re-
duced to $2,100 from the 
original bond of $2,500. A 
presentencing investigation 
was ordered and the matter 
was continued for the sen-
tencing hearing. Crouch was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDallas Lance Deweese, 

32, Paris, appeared in cus-
tody and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 2 felony violating the 

sex offender registry, a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a police 
officer charges. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.

In another matter, his un-
resolved Class 2 felony ag-
gravated domestic battery, 
two counts of a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
interfering with the reporting 
of domestic violence charges 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. Bond for all cases 
was set at $6,500 and he was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDakota L. Livingston, 

23, Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor violating a 
bail bond. The public defend-
er got the case and an oral 
motion for bond reduction 
was denied. The matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJeremiah R. Mason, 41, 

Paris, appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance. He was presented 
with and admitted a petition 
to revoke his probation sen-
tence for a Class 4 felony ha-
rassment by electronic com-
munications conviction. He 
was resentenced to 60 days 
in jail with credit for two days 
previously served and the re-
maining 56 days are subject 

Cases in the Edgar County Circuit Court
to the court’s discretion, one 
year of probation and ordered 
to pay all previous financial 
obligations. He was remand-
ed to custody pending release 
processing.
nAmea L. Morecraft, 38, 

Paris, appeared in custody. 
She pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license. She was sen-
tenced to 20 days in jail with 
credit for 10 days served with 
good conduct credit to ap-
ply, one year of conditional 
discharge, a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 
She was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nJimmy L. Woodyard, 57, 

Paris, appeared in custody. He 
admitted a petition to revoke 
his probation sentence for a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine convic-
tion. He was granted a per-
sonal recognizance bond and 
the matter was continued for 
a sentencing hearing. Woody-
ard was remanded to custody 
pending release processing.

CHARGES
nHeather L. Board, 47, 

Clinton, Ind., appeared in 
custody and was charged with 
a Class 4 felony aggravated 
driving while license revoked 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a revoked license. 
She told the court she will 
hire an attorney. The matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with her attorney.
nKimberly L. Hall, 45, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a re-
voked license. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nJoseph W. Harris, 30, 

Chrisman, was charged, 
waived his right to be rep-
resented by an attorney and 
pleaded guilty to two counts 
of a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol. The matter was 
continued for the sentencing 
hearing.
nBrandi R. Kollman, 39, 

Paris, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor ob-
struction of justice. The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nDavid L. Livingston, 

44, Terre Haute, Ind., was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license. The public defend-
er got the case, the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nJustin M. May, 32, Paris, 

was charged with two counts 
of a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.
nLeslie M. Nicholson, 19, 

Paris, was presented with a 
petition to revoke her condi-
tional discharge sentence for a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 

on a suspended license con-
viction. The case went to the 
public defend and was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nShingo Tsuchida, 31, 

Marshall, was charged and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class B mis-
demeanor speeding. A pretri-
al conference was scheduled.
nPaige M. Wehrle, 29, 

Georgetown, was charged 
and pleaded guilty to a Class 
B misdemeanor speeding. 
Wehrle was sentenced to a 
$300 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees.
nElizabeth J. Young, 50, 

Paris, was presented with a 
petition to revoke her pro-
bation sentence for a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine conviction. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nRyan M. Fletcher, 33, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct charge. He was sen-
tenced to one year of court su-
pervision, a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees.

OTHER MATTERS
nCarrie L. Livvix, 22, 

Chrisman, was found in viola-
tion of her probation sentence 
for a Class 4 felony possession 
of a controlled substance 
conviction. A presentencing 

investigation was ordered and 
the matter was continued for 
the sentencing hearing.
nStephen L. Miller, 33, 

Paris, was present for a sen-
tencing hearing on a Class 2 
felony burglary conviction. 
The state recommended four 
years in the Illinois Depart-
ment of Corrections with 
credit for 126 days previously 
served, a $700 fine, court costs 
and various state fees. The 
matter was continued for a lat-
er announcement of sentence.  
nKassady C. Neibarger, 

31, Paris, was resentenced for 
a petition to revoke her pro-
bation sentence for a Class 2 
felony burglary conviction to 
100 days in jail to be served as 
electronic home monitoring 
with work release with credit 
for 11 days previously served, 
30 days of probation and or-
dered to pay all previous fi-
nancial obligations.  
nAngela R. Taylor, 42, 

Paris, failed to appear and 
the court imposed a four-day 
jail sentence attached to her 
Class A misdemeanor resist-
ing a police officer conviction. 
A no-bond arrest warrant was 
issued.

WARRANTS
Warrants were issued and 

prepared when the following 
individuals failed to answer 
the court call: Kaylin M. Mc-
Ginness, 23, Paris; Phyllis L. 
Stonebraker, no age provided, 
Danville; and Haley M Whit-
ley, 18, Paris.

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – One 
month before the scheduled 
rollout of legalized marijuana 
in Illinois, Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
signed a follow-up bill to the 
initial reform Wednesday, 
Dec. 4, and took questions 
about the next phases of the 
implementation.  

“It’s new territory, we’re 
seeing that in some of the 
cleanup that we’re doing in 
this bill,” said Sen. Heath-
er Steans, D-Chicago, who 
sponsored the initial marijua-
na legalization measure.

Steans said the bill clari-
fies that public consumption 
of marijuana can be done in 

only a licensed dispensary 
or a retail tobacco shop. This 
will be allowed only if a local 
government authorizes it on 
the premises. 

“They can only be in those 
two kinds of locations,” she 
said. 

It also requires that individ-
uals who have their records 
automatically expunged are 
notified when the process 
takes place. Medical cannabis 
patients aged 18-21 will now 
have full access to cannabis 
products, including combus-
tible marijuana. 

The bill also clarifies a re-
volving door provision of the 
initial law by prohibiting fu-
ture members of the General 
Assembly and their families 
from having a direct financial 
ownership interest in a can-
nabis business until two years 
after that lawmaker leaves 
public office.

She said the bill moves up 
to July, from September, the 
earliest date municipalities 

Talks progress on next phases of legalized marijuana rollout
Pritzker signs bill 
tightening language 
on conflict of 
interest, public use, 
expungement

and county governments can 
begin collecting taxes result-
ing from marijuana sales.  

Steans said while the fol-
low-up measure, referred to 
as a trailer bill, was mainly 
about technical changes, 
more substantial changes 
could happen in the future. 

“We did not want to go 
back and revisit policy at this 
point in time,” she said. “We 
know we may do that going 
forward but we want to first 
get this up and running and 
see how it actually works.” 

The lawmakers and stake-
holders at the event em-
phasized that legalization is 
centered on racial equity and 
righting the wrongs of a de-
cades-long war on drugs. 

“Illinois' historic cannabis 
law puts social equity above 
all else, and the result will be 
a market unlike that in any 
state in the nation – one that 
rights the wrongs of the past 
by offering new opportuni-
ty to communities that have 
been torn apart,” said Esther 
Franco-Payne, executive di-
rector of Cabrini Green Legal 
Aid, where Pritzker signed 
the bill in Chicago. “From 
ownership to jobs to ex-
pungement, disproportional-
ly impacted communities will 
be revitalized when this law 
takes effect on January 1 and 
as the industry flourishes in 
the years to come.”

Pritzker said the state will 
start accepting applications 
for new cannabis licenses, 
including from social equity 
applicants, on Tuesday, Dec. 
10, through Thursday, Jan. 2. 
Information about licensing 
is available via the Illinois 
Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity. 

Pritzker said the phased 
rollout of cannabis legaliza-
tion will provide for 75 new 
dispensary licenses in May, at 
which point more social eq-
uity applicants will have the 
opportunity to be part of the 
marijuana industry. He said 
the initial 30 licenses go to 
those already in the medical 
marijuana business that had 
been licensed in the previous 
administration. 

Pritzker said the bill was 
written this way to protect 
the medical marijuana indus-
try, but it also limits minori-
ty participation in the first 
phase. 

“We want the industry to 
be diverse,” he said. “We want 
black and brown people. We 
want people who’ve been left 
out and left behind to have 
a real opportunity to not 
only benefit from this new 
industry, but to create new 
millionaires in the black com-
munity, in the Latino com-
munity. That’s the purpose of 
the phased rollout.” 

Toi Hutchinson, a former 
state senator who helped craft 
the initial bill and has since 
been named senior advisor 
to the governor for cannabis 
control, said the phase-in is 
also designed to protect fu-
ture market opportunities 
for those equity applicants to 
come on board. 

“We’ve gotta get this thing 
moving…” she said. “We’ve 
gotta get the fees from the 
licensure to fund a revolving 
loan program so that we can 
cede equity to those appli-
cants that we care so much 
about. And we’ve gotta make 
sure that we reinvest. This is 
the first state to take specific 
dollars from the point of sale 
and reinvest in exactly those 
same communities.” 

The original bill creates the 
Restore, Reinvest and Renew 
program, which aims to ad-
dress the impact of econom-
ic disinvestment, violence 
and the historical overuse of 
the criminal justice system, 
according to the governor’s 
office. 

Hutchinson also noted the 
bill requires future dispar-
ity and demand studies to 
inform future phases of the 
rollout and inform specific 
course corrections as legal-
ization moves forward. 

“The focus was never to get 
as much money as you possi-
bly can as fast as you can,” she 
said. “The focus has always 
been to create an equitable 
industry that looks different 
than anywhere else in the 
country.”
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would like to thank everyone who helped us in 
any way during her illness and after her passing. 
Special thanks goes out to the EMT’s from Horizon 
Health, the Dr.’s and nurses in the ER, ICU, and on 
the floor at Horizon Health, the Dr.’s and nurses 

at Union Hospital on the Telemetry floor, and the 
professional staff at Paris Health Care.

An extra special thanks to all of our family and 
friends who sent cards, food, flowers, and 

donated money to Edgar Do It, Reverend James 
Blue for the sermon that was perfect, Tanner 

Laughlin for the beautiful singing, and Stewart 
& Carroll Funeral Home for helping us in our 

darkest hours.

Adjusting to life without Betty is going to be a 
very tough road. Our family has been changed 

forever...She was a jewel and we miss her forever.  
With our heartfelt thanks,

Bill Milbourn, JK & Crystal Vilk & Family, 
Kent Milbourn & family

P.S. “If you should ever think of me, my wish is that 
it makes you smile”...Love Betty

The family of 
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JOHN SHOTTS
MARSHALL – John M. 

Shotts, 79, of Marshall, passed 
away at 9:43 a.m. Wednesday, 

Dec. 4, 2019, 
at Union 
H o s p i t a l , 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. 

A service 
in honor of 
his life is 2 
p.m. Sun-

day, Dec. 8, at Pearce Funeral 
Home, with Pastor Marvin 
Oakley officiating. Burial is 
in Marshall Cemetery. Visi-
tation is from noon until the 
service time Sunday at the fu-
neral home. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

SHOTTS

KATHERINE SHOBE
CASEY – Katherine Irene 

Shobe, 91, of Casey, passed 
away at 7:44 a.m. Dec. 1, 

2019, at 
H e a r t l a n d 
Senior Liv-
ing, Neoga.  

A funer-
al service 
was 11 a.m. 
T h u r s d a y, 
Dec. 5, at 

Markwell Funeral Home, 
with the Rev. Gene Ellis offi-
ciating. Burial followed at the 
Casey Cumberland Ceme-
tery. Visitation was from 10 
a.m. until the service time at 
the funeral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the American 
Cancer Society.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

SHOBE

KATE MEEHLING
Anna Katherine “Kate” 

Scholfield Meehling, 93, of 
Marshall, passed away Thurs-

day, Nov. 28, 
2019.

A Mass 
of Christian 
Burial will 
be celebrat-
ed at 2 p.m., 
today, Dec. 7, 
at St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church with the 
Rev. Augustine Koomson as 
the celebrant. Burial follows 
in St. Mary’s Cemetery. Visi-
tation is from noon until 1:45 
p.m. today at Pearce Funeral 
Home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Gas Light Art 
Colony or to Harlan Hall.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com. 

MEEHLING

CAROLE INGRAM
LEAWOOD, Kan. – Car-

ole Ann Ingram crossed the 
threshold to enter his glori-

ous kingdom 
on Nov. 30, 
2019. We are 
certain there 
was a jubilee 
in heaven 
to welcome 
this trium-
phant soul 

who lived a life fully in love, 
faith and service to others by 
doing, “all the good you can, 
by all the means you can, in 
all the ways you can, in all the 
places you can, at all the times 
you can, to all the people you 
can, as long as ever you can.” – 
John Wesley

A funeral and celebration 
of life is 10 a.m. Monday, 
Dec. 9, at Cornerstone Pres-
byterian Church, 13300 Ken-
neth Road, Leawood, Kansas 
66209. There will be a brief 
reception in the church lobby 
following the service before 
the family attends a private 
graveside service. Visitation is 
from 1 to 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
8, at the church. Signature 
Funerals of Kansas City is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Mrs. Ingram was born Nov. 

3, 1942, at Paris, to the late 
Marjorie Vautrin Cline and 
Howard Gordon Williams, 
the younger of two daugh-
ters. She grew up on a farm 
in Brocton, in close proximity 
to her beloved grandparents, 
aunts, uncles and cousins, and 
often recounted the blessings 
and importance of family.

She met her one and only 
love, Larry Joe Ingram, from 
Redmon, in the seventh 
grade. Their first date was the 
junior prom at Brocton High. 
Both went on to attend East-
ern Illinois University in 1960 
and were married Feb. 24, 
1963, and he survives.

She is also survived by 
a son, Jeff, his wife, Kim, 
children Cooper, Danielle, 
Chuck; daughter, Jo Anne, 
her husband, Troy, children 
Ella and Grant; son, Grant, 
his wife, Laura, children Brett 
and Callie; daughter, Eliza-
beth, children Cody and Lil-
lie; sister, Mary Helen, her 
husband, Ken Hamilton; and 
sister-in-law, Mary Kay Mc-
Donald.

In three years, on a music 
scholarship, Mrs. Ingram ob-
tained her undergraduate de-
gree in music education/pia-
no performance with a minor 

in organ and a Masters degree 
in piano performance. She 
declined an invitation to join 
a concert circuit as a pianist 
in Europe, choosing to focus 
on being a wife, public music 
teacher, private piano teacher 
and church organist. 

Her long and distinguished 
music career included pro-
fessional pianist/organist 
as soloist and accompanist, 
music and piano teacher, and 
countless awards, accredita-
tions/affiliations with music 
chapters.

Mrs. Ingram often said 
her greatest joy was being a 
devoted wife and mother/
grandmother to her four chil-
dren and nine grandchildren 
– a gift her family treasures 
as beneficiaries of her love, 
grace and example. She also 
wanted to play and teach pi-
ano for as long as she could, 
and quite miraculously, she 
never retired from the bench, 
where she made a joyful noise 
in music worship from a very 
young age.

Beyond her love for her 
family, she was a loyal friend 
to everyone. She loved to 
laugh, and always found time 
to listen, cry, help and care 
for others amidst her very full 

schedule. She was also a fla-
vorful cook and baker, includ-
ing specialties like pork chops 
and gravy, oyster dressing and 
pies that were off the charts.

Mrs. Ingram had a gentle 
touch and caring nature; but 
watch out, she was a fierce 
competitor in terms of doing 
your best. Without question, 
there was no room for half ef-
forts whether it be sports, mu-
sic or dusting furniture, and 
she expected you to exempli-
fy the best in etiquette and/
or sportsmanship. She was a 
steadfast fan of her cherished 
Cornhuskers and the Kansas 
City Royals and Chiefs for 
more than 45 years.

She was the ultimate Polly-
anna, never giving in or get-
ting down, never a complain-
er and an uncanny resilience 
that most definitely enabled 
her to rise above a multi-front 
war with ovarian cancer. 
In the end, she defeated all 
odds, and her spirit won. She 
wanted to live forever, and 
believe her wish was granted 
in a special place up above.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Cornerstone Pres-
byterian Church.

Online condolences at sig-
naturefunerals.com.

INGRAM

NORMAN EDWARDS
CORPUS CHRISTI, Tex-

as – Norman Ray Edwards, 
73, passed away peacefully 

Wednesday, 
Dec. 4, 2019, 
at his home 
in Corpus 
Christi, Tex-
as. He retired 
in 2013 after 
a 35-year ca-
reer with the 
natural gas 
industry.

A funer-
al service 

is 10 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 10, 
at Sawyer-George Funeral 
Home Chapel, with Bro. Wil-
lis Moore officiating. Burial, 

accompanied by full military 
honors, follows at Robstown 
Memorial Park Cemetery. 
Visitation with the family 
present is from 5 until 7 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 9, at the funeral 
home located at 12497 Leop-
ard Street, Corpus Christi, 
Texas.

Mr. Edwards was born July 
26, 1946, at Paris, the son of 
the late David "Lum" and Jen-
nie Edwards.

He is survived by his 
daughter, Marjetta Stobbs of 
Corpus Christi, Texas; two 
brothers, William Edwards 
and Lawrence Edwards both 
of Paris; one sister, Beverly 
Ross of Dewey, Ariz; four 
granddaughters; one grand-

son; one great-granddaugh-
ter; and three great-grand-
sons.

He was preceded in death 
by his daughter, Nichole Pen-
nington; his brother, John 
"Lum" Edwards; and his sister, 
Martha Turpen, all of Paris.

Mr. Edwards was a proud 
member and lance corporal 
in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
serving from 1966 until 
1968. He participated with 
the South Texas Trail Riders 
and was a member of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 
#3837.

 The obituary is also avail-
able on the funeral home’s 
website www.sawyergeorge-
funeralhome.com. 

EDWARDS

JAMES ANDERSON
KANSAS – James Clinton 

Anderson, 74, of Kansas, 
passed away at 5:20 a.m. Fri-

day, Nov. 29, 
2019, in the 
e m e r g e n c y 
room at Sar-
ah Bush Lin-
coln Health 
Center, Mat-
toon. He was 
retired after 
working for 
more than 
45 years as a 
truck driver 

for Ashmore Grain as well as 
many local farmers.

A service celebrating his 
life was noon Tuesday, Dec. 
3, at the Kansas Christian 
Church. Military rites by 
American Legion Coral Hall 
Post #539 of Kansas accom-
panied burial in Pleasant Hill 
Cemetery. Visitation was 
from 10 a.m. until the service 

time Tuesday at the church. 
Templeton Funeral Home in 
Kansas was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Mr. Anderson was born 
Feb. 10, 1945, at Kansas, the 
son of the late Clinton and 
Olive Strader Anderson. He 
married Patricia Ann Bottom 
June 21, 1969, at Pleasant Hill 
Church, and she survives.

He is also survived by three 
daughters, Melissa ( Jay) Da-
vidson of Kansas, Kimberly 
(Tracy) Downs of Paris and 
Jennifer (Christopher) Sut-
ton of Kansas; 12 grandchil-
dren, Dillon Davidson, Caleb 
Davidson, Cerra (Curtis) 
Martin, J.W. Downs, Dakota 
(Taylor York) Camp, Alyssa 
(Logan Korte) Camp, Brady 
Sutton, Reese Sutton, Keely 
Sutton, Aydonne Sutton, 
Jasper Sutton and Deacon 
Sutton; three great-grand-
children, Cyrus Martin, Saw-
yer Downs and Haisley Kay 

Korte; and several nieces and 
nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by a brother, Perry “Pete” An-
derson; and a sister, Juanita 
Greene.

Mr. Anderson was a vet-
eran of the United States 
Army. During his service, he 
was stationed in Hawaii and 
Germany and also served 
in the Vietnam War. He was 
a member of the American 
Legion Coral Hall Post #539 
of Kansas. He was an avid St. 
Louis Cardinals fan. He en-
joyed fishing and his morn-
ing coffee at the Country 
Junction. Above all else, he 
loved spending time with his 
family, especially his grand-
children.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Kansas Chris-
tian Church.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.
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Editor, The Prairie Press:
Thank you Roger Stanley for your article 

about the Barr-Johnson Cemetery in the Sat-
urday, Nov. 30, issue of The Prairie Press. It 
told about Hugh O’Barr, Revolutionary War 
soldier, who was buried in the Barr-Johnson 
Cemetery in Edgar County.

Your research was outstanding and the 
article had such detail and was well written.

I think it is great to let people know that we 
have a Revolutionary War soldier buried in a 
small country cemetery in our Edgar County. 

Thanks again.
Betty Burgess-Swanson

Paris

Trump lives a double standard
Editor, The Prairie Press:
President Trump’s only defense of his ask-

ing Ukraine to “do us a favor” is the impeach-
ment process is unfair.

When previously has he, or his enablers, 
used fairness as a measure?

Moscow Mitch McConnell obstructed 
Obama’s Supreme Court choice for a year 
and a half until the clock ran out. Fair?

The president has separated children from 
their parents at the southern border. Fair?

He has excluded all Muslims from entering 
the U.S. Fair?

He questioned the patriotism of someone 
with a 33-year career protecting America’s 
interests abroad. Fair? She responded with 
grace and dignity, feelings unknown to the 
president.

Those of us who complained about the 
fairness of these travesties were labeled 
crybabies. What does that make President 
Trump?

Michael Bennett 
Vermilion
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Madigan 
and Caesar 
know: only 
the trusted 
betray you

We know who has been naughty, it is time to give recognition to the nice
As we get into the Christmas season 

it is a fitting time to honor those who 
make contributions but rarely get 
recognition.

Topping the list this year are the 
Paris city workers who scrambled 
Nov. 27 after a wind and rainstorm the 
previous night created havoc with the 
Holiday in the Park displays. Work-
ers spent the day in the continuing 
wind and rain to put everything back 
together again.

Yes, this is their job, but there are 
other tasks they could have done yet 
they tackled the park so Bee Well’s first 
Dashing Through the Lights – a fun 
run/walk event – could take place the 
night of Nov. 27 as scheduled. Ap-
proximately 75 people turned out to 
walk through the illuminated display.

For this extra effort and dedication 
to community, we hope Chris Red-
man and the guys working on his 
city crew find what they want in their 
Christmas stockings.

There is a flipside to this. People de-
serving a lump of coal related to Dash-
ing Through the Lights are all those 
who drove through the park that night 
while the walkers and runners were 
on the dark park road. The lighted 
display was not officially open to the 
public as the Dash Through the Lights 
was done while city employees were 
conducting a final test. Holiday in the 
Park opened Thanksgiving evening 
and is available for 33 nights so there 
is ample time to see it. Drivers did not 
need to put the walkers at risk.   

We urge the city council to close the 
park road for the roughly 90-minutes 
the event needs in November 2020.

Others deserving something nice 
for Christmas are all of the nameless 
volunteers who help make Christmas 

For Kids, Shop with a Cop, Christmas 
in Paris, Christmas in Chrisman, the 
Brocton Christmas celebration and 
the Community Nurse Christmas 
Food Basket work. 

It is easy to become jaded by all of 
the Christmas hype about it being the 
most wonderful time of the year, but 
these people are inspirations because 
they quietly and anonymously devote 
themselves to making things better for 
others and the community. 

They remind us of the story of the 
little boy racing along a beach cov-
ered in starfish after a violent storm. 
He works as fast as he can throwing 
starfish back into the sea until an adult 
tells him all of his hard work won’t 
make a difference. The little boy picks 
up a starfish and flings it into the 
waves. “It made a difference for that 
one,” he said and continued his rescue 
mission.

Sometimes making a difference for 
that one is what matters the most. 
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Thanks where it is due

Deck the 
halls, hit 
the deck

Stanley did Hugh 
O’Barr, Edgar 
County a service
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If I were addressing a young 
audience today, I would face 
an uphill battle to explain why 

conservatism 
so inspired me 
during my own 
impressionable 
years. 

Today, what 
has been dubbed 
“Conservatism, 
Inc” has become 
so cynical, so nas-
ty, so truth-chal-
lenged and so 
dumbed-down 

that it repels all but one-quarter 
of people between 18-29. The 
Republican Party, now a training 
ground for Fox News, has shed 
dignity and principle like a Siberi-
an Husky blowing its coat.

Even among conservative in-
tellectuals, this era has provoked 
a shocking departure from ideas 
and identities that had been bril-
liantly conceived and painstak-
ingly argued for decades. It is now 
even fashionable in some right-
wing quarters to question Ameri-
can exceptionalism — which had 
enjoyed nearly universal acclaim 
less than a decade ago. Today, we 
are invited to believe that America 
is just a nation like any other, and 
that American nationalism — 
based upon language, history and 
geography — has the truest claim 
on our hearts.

Journalist, historian and 
longtime National Review senior 
editor Richard Brookhiser has 
kept his footing. He has pub-
lished a defense of what he calls 
“America’s Exceptional Idea,” 
and it’s a tonic. In “Give Me 
Liberty,” Brookhiser presents an 
elegant and lyrical case not for the 
argument that America is an idea 
but for the ideal that has shaped 

America: liberty. 
He writes: “This is the most 

confused historical moment I 
have lived in. Between a haggard 
establishment, a perverse intelli-
gentsia, and an inchoate populist 
pushback, America’s national es-
sence is being ignored, trampled, 
or distorted. … We have always 
been a free country; our advances 
are fulfillments of old promises, 
not lunges in the direction of new 
ones.”

Through 13 documents, span-
ning 1607 to 1987, Brookhiser re-
counts the tropism toward liberty 
that has animated the American 
nation for centuries.

How many know of the Flush-
ing Remonstrance? I confess I 
did not. During the harsh reign of 
Peter Stuyvesant of New Am-
sterdam, several members of the 
then-new sect dubbed Quakers 
were persecuted. Some were 
expelled; others were arrested and 
flogged. But there was a grass-
roots resistance. 

In 1657, a group of ordinary 
Flushing (now Queens, New 
York) citizens put their names 
to a remonstrance addressed to 
Stuyvesant citing Biblical author-
ity. Yes, they wrote, some called 
the Quakers seducers, but we can-
not, “stretch out our hands against 
them, for out of Christ God is a 
consuming fire.” Stuyvesant was 
outraged and had his revenge, but 
the precedent of religious liberty 
was set, and proved enduring.

“Give Me Liberty” draws 
attention to the trial and jury 
nullification of John Peter Zenger 
(devotion to free speech coursed 
through the American blood-
stream long before the First 
Amendment was adopted), to the 
Declaration of Independence, to 
the “New Colossus,” the poem 

that adorns the Statue of Liberty 
and more. 

Each portrait sparkles with 
details. The Marquis de Lafayette 
had soil from Bunker Hill im-
ported to cover his grave in Paris. 
The debate over ratification of 
the Constitution was more than 
a matter of dueling pamphlets; 
there were riots. In Albany and 
New York City, “rival parades of 
pros and antis fought each other 
with clubs, stones, and bricks 
— but happily no deaths.” There 
were descendants of George 
Washington’s slaves working 
(as paid employees obviously) 
at Mount Vernon into the 21st 
century.

Brookhiser’s account is reverent 
without falling into mawkishness. 
Ironies are archly noted. Two 
members of the New York Man-
umission Society owned slaves. 
In 1807, the state of New Jersey, 
having experienced a particularly 
corrupt election, even by Jersey 
standards, decided to reform. 

“Ashamed of what its political 
culture had produced,” Brookh-
iser notes, “the state reformed 
itself by purging its voting rolls of 
women and free blacks.”

It may surprise some readers 
that Brookhiser includes William 
Jennings Bryan’s “Cross of Gold” 
speech in this sketch of liberty as 
the defining American value. That 
seems less clear to me than the 
choice of the Gettysburg Address 
or the Constitution.

The book closes where many 
arguments about the nature of 
this republic do — with what 
the Civil War was about. It’s a 
conversation between former 
President Ulysses Grant and Otto 
von Bismarck in 1878. Bismarck 
offered the war had been about 

What is the American idea?
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Himself — also known to his subjects as 
Illinois House Speaker Michael J. Madigan 
— has 109 days from Wednesday, Nov. 27, 

until the ides of March, on 
March 15, 2020.

What’s with the ides of 
March?

That’s the day Gaius Julius 
Caesar, emperor of Rome, 
learned the eternal truth 
that applies to the politics of 
today: Only the most trusted 
of the trusted can betray you.

Caesar was stabbed in the 
back, front and sides by his 
friends and allies. Their cal-

culations were simple. Their ambitions were 
worth more to them than loyalty to Caesar.

Lobbyists don’t wear togas. They wear suits 
and use cellphones. But tongues can cut just 
as deeply as blades, if the words dripping 
from them are captured on FBI wiretaps.

In Illinois, Boss Madigan, 77, is an emperor 
of sorts, a khan, a king. For decades, he’s 
controlled the laws made in Springfield and 
the drawing of those twisted state political 
maps that decide the balance of power. He’s 
the boss of the Illinois Democratic Party.

Though wealthy and powerful, he’s near 
the end of his reign. A sprawling federal 
investigation of political corruption is rolling 
from Chicago to Springfield.

Madigan has not been charged with a 
crime. Will the feds ever get him? I don’t 
know. But what was true for Caesar then, is 
true for Madigan now.

He can trust no one, not even the Most 
Trusted of the Trusted, a group of Common-
wealth Edison lobbyists and other insiders 
put together by longtime Madigan loyalist 
and ComEd lobbyist Michael McClain.

McClain, who has not been charged and 
is now retired, reportedly asked the Most 
Trusted of the Trusted to contribute to select 
Democratic candidates to help Madigan 
maintain control of the House.

McClain also asked them to help take care 
of Madigan loyalist Kevin Quinn, whom 
Madigan was forced to fire after allegations 
emerged that Quinn sexually harassed 
women.

This revelation recently reported by the 
Tribune is a disaster for Madigan on several 
fronts. Yet, Democratic women legislators, so 
quick to use #MeToo as a cudgel on others, 
are relatively silent.

See KASS, Page 7A
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See CHAREN, Page 7A

Yes, I am one of those 
people.

About 30 minutes after 
Labor 
Day has 
officially 
ended, 
I feel a 
strange 
compul-
sion to 
binge 
on my 
mother’s 
iced sugar 
cookies 
shaped like snowmen 
while listening to Nat 
King Cole croon about 
chestnuts. I usually resist 
breaking out my collec-
tion of international Santa 
figurines – including Las 
Vegas Santa indulging 
his gambling addiction 
on the slots – until after 
Halloween. But once I’ve 
polished off my kids’ trick-
or-treat candy, I go into 
full-out Christmas-prep 
beast mode.

I realize that my pre-
mature Yuletide activities 
irritate some folks, and I 
place the blame partly on 
the retail economy, which 
starts celebrating Hal-
lowThanksMas around the 
time when we East Texans 
are suffering from acute 
Eskimo envy in the swel-
tering month of Septem-
ber. And I must admit that 
it’s a little disconcerting to 
go to Wal-Mart for a new 
giant unicorn pool float 
and walk past a tempting 
display of Little Debbie 
Christmas Tree Cakes. 
Thankfully, I can usually 
limit myself to five or six 
family-size packs.

Another reason for my 
pre-season holly-jolly spaz 
attack is the sheer mag-
nitude of our Christmas 
swag. I spend most of the 
year expecting our ceiling 
to collapse under the mass 
of nativity sets, Christmas 
villages and countless 
other seasonal dust 
magnets stockpiled in our 
attic. In fact, I’m resigned 
to the probability that I’ll 
eventually be taken out 
by a Rubbermaid tub full 
of decorative nutcrackers. 
Seriously, though, I figure 
if I don’t start dragging 
out the decorations soon 

JASON 
GRAVES
GUEST
COLUMN

See GRAVES, Page 7A
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nationalism — the Union 
had to prevail. No, Grant 
corrected him. Only at the 
start. In the end, “We felt 
that it was a stain to the 
Union that men should 
be bought and sold like 
cattle.” 

CHAREN
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But in 2018, as Madigan 
was publicly on the side of 
women in the Kevin Quinn 
matter, writing an op-ed in 
the Tribune stating, “I have 
made it a personal mission 
to take this issue head-on 
and correct past mistakes. I 
wish I would have done so 
sooner,” something else was 
happening.

Madigan’s most trusted 
were taking care of Quinn on 
the side.

It might not be the feds 
that take Madigan down. It 
might be the Democratic 
women. Yet for now, their 
silence on this hypocrisy is 
their consent.

But all calculations are lo-
cal and personal in the game 
of politics.

The story about McClain’s 
Most Trusted of the Trusted 
group, and the move to help 
Kevin Quinn, was reported in 
the Chicago Tribune by Ray 
Long and Jason Meisner.

And just before that, they 
reported federal authori-
ties had placed wiretaps on 
McClain’s phone, the same 
McClain who refers to Madi-
gan as Himself in the emails, 
the same McClain who has 
had dinner with Madigan in 
Springfield at the same places 
for decades.

I expect that Most Trusted 
of the Trusted list to show 
up on a screen in a federal 
courtroom, with prosecutors 
explaining the relationships. 
Madigan once relied on 
patronage workers. But in re-
cent years, he has increasingly 
relied on lobbyists.

He controlled the legisla-
tion they wanted.

Since the FBI tapped Mc-

Clain’s phone, could agents 
have bugged the saltshakers 
at the McClain/Madigan 
dinner table?

Readers may have for-
gotten about Counsellor’s 
Row, the restaurant across 
from City Hall, but Madigan 
forgets nothing. Chicago 
aldermen broke bread there 
and talked about their deals. 
The FBI bugged it and alder-
men went down.

In the Long/Meisner story 
about McClain’s emails, there 
was this nugget:

“I cannot tell you how 
important it is to keep all of 
this confidential,” McClain 
warned Quinn in another 
email. “These men are stick-
ing their necks out knowing 
full well if it goes public 
before you are exonerated, 
they will get the full blast 
from the ‘MeToo’ movement. 
So, please honor the confi-
dentiality.”

Madigan is a silent sphinx 
on this. A mouthpiece issued 
a statement saying Himself 
was not involved:

“If a group of people were 
attempting to help Kevin 
Quinn, the speaker was not 
part of it.”

Verily, verily, say Madigan 
loyalists.

But not Democratic state 
Sen. Iris Martinez of Chicago, 
a candidate for Cook County 
circuit court clerk. She de-
manded Madigan fess up or 
resign from his post as party 
chairman.

She’s opposed in the clerk’s 
race by a Madigan Demo-
crat, Michael Cabonargi, a 
member of the Cook County 
Board of Tax Review.

Isn’t that perfect? Madigan, 
who made his fortune in a 
private law practice reducing 
property taxes for wealthy 

landowners, backs a loyal 
board of review guy.

If only Madigan had been 
a Republican. Then the full 
force of angry Democratic 
#MeToo women would be 
upon him. Virtue-signaling 
pundits would show their 
outrage. News reporters 
would stick microphones 
in the faces of all elected 
officials, demanding state-
ments, declarations. Any who 
refused to join in would be 
publicly condemned as sexu-
al harassment enablers.

But Madigan isn’t a Repub-
lican. He’s the Democratic 
boss. And this is blue Illinois.

“We always called you 
the ‘Most Trusted of the 
Trusted,” McClain wrote to 
his trusted Com Ed lobbyist 
friends. “So, again, on behalf 
of Himself, I thank you 
for ALL your work to help 
him and the (Democratic) 
Caucus.”

Politics is all about trust. 
Until it’s not. Ask Caesar.

(John Kass is a columnist for 
the Chicago Tribune. He loves 
politics of all kinds, particularly 
indictments and Chicago polit-
ical corruption trials. He also 
loves fishing and barbecue.)
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enough, I’ll still be string-
ing up lights when it’s time 
to overdose on Velveeta 
dip and chicken wings 
during the Super Bowl.

As an example of our 
fanatical festooning, 
we don’t allow Santa to 
squeeze out of our gas-
log fireplace until we’ve 
erected not one, but two 
Christmas trees in our 
living room. One serves 
as our fashionable tree, 
adorned with ornaments 
accumulated from several 
trips my wife and I took 
overseas – before we had 
our three daughters and 
started hemorrhaging 
wads of cash on dance 
lessons, cell phones 
and salted-caramel iced 
mochas.

The other tree fea-
tures mostly homemade 
ornaments, many of which 
include photos of our 
daughters at various ages. 
This tree is a favorite of my 
wife and me, and when 
the girls aren’t vociferously 
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expressing their unmitigat-
ed disgust at the pictures 
of themselves with toddler 
bangs or missing baby teeth, 
they secretly compete to see 
who can maneuver their own 
photo ornaments to the high-
est and most visible branches.

Eventually the tree devel-
ops a distinct top-heavy list, 
threatening to topple over 
and impale our full-figured 
Siamese cat, who spends 
most of the holiday lounging 
at the tree’s base and wistfully 
gazing upwards, wondering 
what it might be like to mus-
ter the energy to climb it – or 
even paw at a low-hanging 
baby Jesus made of Styro-
foam and pipe cleaners.

The pinnacle of our home 
decorating frenzy involves 
the death defying installation 
of exterior lighting. Each year, 
I entertain the neighbors and 
risk permanent paralysis by 
hanging several strings of C-9 
bulbs from the unnecessarily 
steep eves of our house. This 
process inevitably requires 
that I actually climb onto our 
roof for a public performance 
of uncoordinated acrophobia.

Taking the advice of my 

dad – a veritable Rembrandt 
of domestic holiday displays 
– I stay as low as possible 
while I’m scuttling around 
up there and trying to avoid 
hurling on the housetop. And 
I’m usually able to pick all of 
the shingle grit out of my ears 
and teeth by the new year.

Once all of the decorating 
is done and I’m in my easy 
chair nursing a pulled groin 
and a mug of hot cocoa with 
extra mini-marshmallows, I 
look around at the twinkling 
lights, the radiant poinsettias 
and the stockings hung by the 
chimney-insert with care, and 
I realize that it’s worth all of 
the trouble.

And if I start packing all 
of this away shortly, I can 
re-decorate the house in time 
for Valentine’s Day.

(Jase Graves is an 
award-winning humor col-
umnist from East Texas. His 
columns have been featured 
in Texas Escapes magazine, 
The Shreveport Times, The 
Longview News Journal, and 
The Kilgore News Herald. 
Contact Graves at susanjase@
sbcglobal.net.)

Brookhiser sums up: “A 
union in which denial of lib-
erty was a permanent feature, 
not a stain to be deplored, 
contained, or eradicated, was 
not a union worth saving. It 
would not be America.”

(Mona Charen is a colum-
nist and a political analyst. She 
is a senior fellow at the Ethics 
and Public Policy Center.)

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – With 
the holiday season in full 
swing, the Illinois Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(IEMA) is offering tips to 
help people stay safe now and 
into the new year. From dec-
orating the tree to traveling to 
grandma’s house, be sure to 
take simple steps to keep the 
family safe.

Whether decorating 
for Christmas, Hanukkah, 
Kwanzaa or New Year’s Eve, 
candles and strings of colored 
lights create a festive atmo-
sphere but it’s important to 
be careful when using them. 
Candles should never be left 
unattended and placed far 
away from flammable ma-
terials. They should also be 
placed on stable furniture 
in fire-safe holders that will 
catch dripping wax.  

Holiday lights and electri-
cal decorations should bear 
the name of an independent 
testing lab to prove they were 
safety tested.  

Be sure the fireplace is 
ready for the winter heating 
season. Chimneys, fireplac-
es and wood and coal stoves 
should be regularly inspected 
and cleaned when necessary. 
A professional furnace in-
spection is recommended an-
nually to ensure mechanical 
parts are functioning proper-
ly and that nothing is block-
ing the flue. Malfunctioning 
furnaces increase both the 
fire and carbon monoxide 
risks.  

Under Illinois law, homes 
must be equipped with 
working smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors within 
15 feet of each sleeping area. 
The detectors should be test-
ed monthly to ensure they’re 
functioning and the batteries 
are still good. Never use a gas 
or charcoal grill inside the 
home or attached garage be-
cause of the danger of carbon 
monoxide poisoning.

Whether shopping online 
or in the store, be sure to 
utilize smart shopping tech-
niques this holiday season. 
If shopping online, connect 
with care. Make sure the 
home wireless network is 
password protected, and set 
strong passwords that make 
it hard for cyber criminals to 
guess.  

Also, remember the old ad-
age, if it’s too good to be true, 
it probably is. During the hol-
idays, scammers may send 
fake emails requiring one to 
click a link for a special offer.  
Shop online through trusted 
retailers to avoid these scams, 
and do not click on links from 
unknown senders.  

If traveling by car, remem-
ber to pack an emergency sup-
ply kit with essentials for all 
passengers. Fill out an emer-
gency communications plan 
and have a third party aware 
of the plan. Always check lo-
cal road conditions before 
departure and avoid traveling 
during winter storms.

If traveling by plane for the 
holidays, be sure to review 
the Transportation Security 
Administration’s (TSA) se-
curity screening tips. When 
packing for a flight, consider 
a small emergency kit that in-
cludes a flashlight and spare 
USB power bank. 

Follow IEMA on Face-
book (www.Facebook.com/
ReadyIllinois) and Twitter 
(www.twitter.com/Ready-
Illinois) for additional #Hol-
idaySafety preparedness 
information. Additional 
information on emergency 
preparedness can be found at 
www.Ready.Illinois.gov.  

IEMA highlights holiday safety
Tips offered for 
shopping, travel, 
winter heating and 
emergency kits
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Countless number of used and/or like-new office items including metal & 
wooden filling cabinets, office desks, numerous office type chairs, large 
custom built desks, several office cubicles/partitions, al. flag pole, metal 

storage cabinets, hanging lamps and many other numerous related items.

For more information visit us at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Public Online Only AuctionPublic Online Only Auction
Contents of former Citizens Bank- over 280 Lots!

Online Only Auction Dates: 
Wed., Dec. 4th thru Wed. Dec. 18th @ 6 PM

Public Online Only Auction

Santa ShopSanta Shop
Guest Bartender NightGuest Bartender Night

Friday, December 13
at the V.F.W, 601 W. Court Street

6:00 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Your bartenders are:
Jonathan Boren, 
Amy Hibschman, 

Mrs. S. and 
Pete Templeton

Wear your 
best Christmas

attire!

Raffle Baskets 
and 50/50 drawing

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The annual Guns and Hos-
es Basketball extravaganza is 
5:30 p.m. Dec. 14 in Eveland 
Gym.

Lovers of spirited, if not 
smooth, basketball skills are in 
for a fun evening with a grudge 
match between Crestwood 
and Mayo alumni players and 
the main game featuring the 
natural rivalry between the 
Paris Police Department and 
the Paris Fire Department. 

A free will donation covers 
admission to both games with 
all money going to Christmas 

for Kids, a local charity that 
works to put wrapped Christ-
mas gifts under the tree for 
Edgar County children who 
might not have a Christmas 
without the help. 

A bit of competition is 
being mixed in to encourage 
more generous donations at 
the door. Students at Mayo, 
Crestood, Wenz and Me-
morial schools have created 
vessels to accept the Christ-
mas for Kids donations. Fans 
attending the game choose 
which school’s receptacle to 
use and the school collect-
ing the most money for the 
charity gets a bragging rights 
trophy to keep until the 2020 
game.

Hot basketball action starts 
at 5:30 p.m. with the Mayo 
vs. Crestwood alumni game. 
The top question on every 

fan’s mind is will the Eagles, 
led by Paris High School 
Coach Chase Brinkley even 
the series, or will Mayo, under 
Dalten Temples, take a 2-0 
lead in the series? This game 
features both younger as well 
as more experienced alumni. 
Some of the players taking the 
floor are Crestwood Coach 
Bob Abernathy, Robert Hodg-
eson, Josh Cary, Jason Stults, 
Erik Trogdon, Bessie Rig-
don, Hannah Volkman, Erica 
Shewmake, Casey Jones, KC 
Denson, Whitney Haase, Don 
Bartos, Marc Dalbey, Shawn 
Nugent, Jared Trogdon and 
DJ Fessant. 

The alumni game is the 
warm-up for the main event 
– the Guns and Hoses game. 
This is the third year for the 
game and the police depart-
ment leads the series at 2-0. 

Guns and Hoses game is Dec. 14
Charity fundraiser 
benefits Christmas 
for Kids; Eveland 
Gym hosts game

In the 2018 game, the Guns, 
led by Travis Vice came out 
and enforced a 25-point lead, 
but the Hoses captained by 
Zack Janis and Chad Cramp-
ton cooled their hot hands 
and made it into a 1-score 
game. It was the Guns all the 
way in the second half as the 
PD handcuffed their oppo-
nents down the stretch to win 
again. 

Adding to the excitement 
this year is the color commen-
tary by master of ceremonies 
Casey Pinnell, football coach 
at Robinson. Pinnell may be 
under some constraints since 
his wife and fellow Maroons 
coach Sara Pinnell is playing 
in the alumni game alongside 
her sister Laurie Keys. 

Concessions are available to 
make it a fun, family evening 
for a good cause.  

Athletes of the Month!

Crestwood 7th Grade IESA Sectional Champs

S
p
o
n
s
o
r

basket is the community’s old-
est Christmas tradition having 
started a century ago at the end 
of World War I. The commu-
nity nurse organization started 
as part of the war effort and 
when the war ended, it was 
noted there were people living 
in poverty in the community 
facing the possibility of not 
having a decent Christmas 
meal. Left over money from 
the war effort was channeled 
into meeting that need.

BASKETS
FROM PAGE 1A

a matter of conjecture at this 
point. City Clerk Dena Burns 
said a Chicago resident has 
apparently purchased the taxes 
on the property but at last re-
port the taxes were delinquent 
again. 

City attorney Robert Morris 
was asked to investigate op-
tions.

The council got into the 
Christmas spirit and autho-
rized a $1,000 reimbursement 

to the citizens group that dec-
orated the city park. Alexander 
said $600 was used to rebuild 
an old Frosty the Snowman 
decoration and the remain-
der of the money was for new 
lights.

“The park looks great,” said 
Owen.

A bit more was done to move 
the water project forward with 
the City of Paris. The joint ven-
ture has Paris building a pipe-
line north to the Horace-Broc-
ton Road to supply water to the 
Equity at Horace. Chrisman 

takes over construction at that 
point and brings the line to the 
city. Chrisman will then buy 
water from Paris.

The council authorized 
Owen, as mayor, to sign the 
loan agreements with the Illi-
nois Environmental Protection 
Agency.

Burns told the council no-
body came to the city office 
during the protest period to 
sign an objectors’ petition 
against the water project. 

“It won’t have to go to refer-
endum,” said Burns.

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 1A

The Community Nurse 
Christmas Basket has operated 
annually since then and Bar-
rett is in his 10th year as chair-
man. He said the organization 
stands ready to provide food 
for those who request it, even if 
the number is below the maxi-
mum 350 the charity can serve. 

His bigger worry is a lack 
of volunteers. It is a two-day 
event packing and distributing 
the boxes of food. Volunteers 
will gather this year Dec. 20 at 
the Templeton Funeral Home 
garage to do the first round of 
packing.

According to Barrett, there 
are always ample volunteers 

that day. The second day, Dec. 
21, when the final packing oc-
curs and volunteers drive the 
food to homes in Paris is more 
uncertain. 

“Last year we didn’t have 
enough volunteers,” said Bar-
rett. “Some drivers were com-
ing back and making multiple 
trips to get all of the deliveries 
done.” 

Deliveries are made only in 
Paris. Families outside of the 
city receiving a food basket 
must make arrangements to 
get the basket at the funeral 
home.

It is not necessary for volun-
teer drivers to call in advance. 

Those who want to help simply 
need to be at the funeral home 
8 a.m. Dec 21 and get into the 
queue. Volunteers load the 
boxes in the vehicles and the 
drivers are off to make a deliv-
ery. 

“I cannot stress we cannot 
have too many volunteers that 
second day,” said Barrett. “We 
need so much help delivering.”

Barrett is puzzled as to why 
the Christmas baskets are not 
generating as much interest 
this year with donors and vol-
unteers. 

“It’s like we aren’t visible this 
year,” said Barrett. “I just want 
to make sure the word is out.”

File Photo/The Prairie Press

Cars line up three across in the Templeton Funeral Home parking lot as volunteers load the vehicles with Community Nurse Christ-
mas Baskets for delivery. Volunteer drivers are need this year to keep the tradition going. Those who can help should arrive at the 
funeral home by 8 a.m. Dec. 21 where those organizing the queue will direct drivers.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Several Edgar and Clark 
County seniors have been 
selected as Illinois State 
Scholars, according to an an-
nouncement made this week 
by the Illinois Student Assis-
tance Commission.

Illinois State Scholars are 
outstanding high school se-
niors who are recognized 
for their superior academic 
achievement. State Scholars 
rank in approximately the top 
10 percent of graduates from 
Illinois high schools and are 
selected annually based on 
their ACT and SAT exams 
and sixth semester class rank.

Edgar County students se-
lected are Matthew Brouwer, 
Drew Cearlock and Elizabeth 
Rouse, Paris High School and 
Sydney Quick from Chris-
man High School.

State Scholars revealed

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The story of the weather’s 
impact on the 2019 growing 
season and crop production 
in the United States is not a 
mystery. Early excessive rain 

and the resultant flooding 
caused delays and put fields 
under water throughout 
much of the planting season, 
leaving farmers playing catch-
up.

“The whole season was 
shifted,” said AccuWeath-
er Founder and CEO Joel 
N. Myers. “For most places, 
planting started late because 
of the floods and the exces-
sive rain, and because it was 
late, at the end the yields 
were reduced because it was 
a shorter season. Of course, 
when you have to wait lon-
ger to harvest, you’re running 
into snow and into freezing 
temperatures that will kill any 
further growth.”

Even the government had 
to push its deadlines. The 
U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s (USDA) last Crop 
Progress report was sched-
uled to be issued Nov. 25 but 
was postponed due to delays 
in harvest progress.  

“It’s kind of been a domino 
effect the whole year,” Krista 
Swanson, an Oneida, Illinois, 
farmer, told AccuWeather. 
“It started out with excessive 
moisture in the spring that 
kind of pushed us back and 
now we’re trying to harvest in 
mid-November in the snow. 
It’s just been a challenge all 
around. It seems like this year 
just keeps throwing curve-
balls at us with the weather.” 

AccuWeather meteorolo-
gists recognized the potential 

for trouble at the outset of 
the season and its early-sea-
son crop estimates reflected 
this concern and also proved 
prescient.

AccuWeather’s original 
prediction for corn pro-
duction was only off by 0.5 
percent, while the USDA’s 
original estimate was off by 
9.1 percent. AccuWeather 
predicted a yield of 13.6 bil-
lion bushels on May 30, and 
its final estimate on Dec. 2 is 
13.528 billion bushels. The 
USDA predicted corn pro-
duction to be 15.03 billion 
bushels on May 10. Its most 
recent estimate on Nov. 8 was 
13.661 billion bushels. 

“For corn, AccuWeather’s 
estimates for production 
have been consistently below 
the USDA estimates from 
May until now,” said Myers. 
“Our more precise predic-
tions helped farmers and the 
industry during the difficult 
season.

“For soybeans, we were 
way below the USDA esti-
mates from May until early 
July, and since then, we’ve 
both been trending lower 
together. Weather was such a 
factor in 2019, so our exper-
tise clearly provided more 
value to those in the industry, 
particularly early. Important-
ly, in the first two-and-a-half 
months of the growing sea-
son, AccuWeather’s predic-
tions were far more accurate 
than the USDA.”

In Clark County, stu-
dents selected include 
Alyssa Decker, Paeton 
Hagen, Cortland Ross and 
AJ Stepina, Casey West-
field High School; Au-
brey Hook, Martinsville 
High School; and Rachael 
Goekler, Jonathan Green, 
Jillian Hiatt, Patrick Mor-
ris, Hannah Myer, Andrew 
Powell, Braiden Shuck, 
Elijah Strode and Kam-
ryn Titus, Marshall High 
School.

Each Illinois State 
Scholar receives a congrat-
ulatory letter from ISAC, a 
Certificate of Achievement 
and statewide recognition 
in traditional and social 
media outlets. Honorees 
can download an official Il-
linois State Scholar badge 
that can be displayed on 
their online profiles and 
social media platforms and 
shared with high school 
counselors, prospective 
colleges, employers, family 
members and others. 

ISAC encourages all 
students, including State 
Scholars, to complete their 
2020-21 Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA®) as soon as pos-
sible.  The FAFSA is used 
to determine a student’s 
eligibility for federal and 
most state and institution-
al financial aid available for 
postsecondary education, 
including two- or four-year 
degree programs, certifi-
cates, and vocational edu-
cation. 

Weather shifted entire growing season
AccuWeather 
says 2019 a most 
challenging year for 
American farmers
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Tri-County 
takes third 

Here to 
help you 
retire.

I’m not just here for insurance. I can also help you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944

Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

6x3
State Farm

 BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Crestwood seventh 
grade girls basketball team 
dominated in its regional 
matchup with St. Matthew 
this week, beating them 38-
18. 

The victory improved the 
Lady Eagles to 22-0 on the 
season and locked them in for 
a spot in the IHSA 7-2A State 
tournament this weekend. 

“I knew this summer they 
were going to have a good 
year, but I didn’t know they 
would be undefeated,” said 
coach Missy Tingley.

She had high praise for 
her young players, describ-
ing them as coachable and 

possessing basketball intelli-
gence. 

“They are able to be 
coached in the middle of a 
game and switch up what 
they do. Not every seventh 
grade team can do that,” Tin-
gley said.

Switching playing style was 
a key strategy in the game 
against St. Matthew. The two 
teams met earlier in the sea-
son and Crestwood came 
away handily with a victory. 

Tingley said the first game 
against St. Matthew was 
played when that team was 
missing a critical post play-
er so the second game was 
against a team with a different 
dynamic. 

She explained the ability to 
constantly switch defensive 
style play is a great advantage 
for her seventh grade team 
because it prevents an oppo-
nent from establishing a flow 
in team play.

That may not as useful a 
skill set against Brimfield in 
the 1 p.m. game today at Paris 
High School when the Eagles 
battle in their first game of the 
state tournament. 

Brimfield, Tingley said, 
has height and that team also 
likes to switch up defense. 
What she does not want to do 
is concentrate too much on 
Brimfield to the exclusion her 
team’s strengths.

“They have been beaten,” 

she said about Brimfield. 
“Sometimes you can focus 
too much on the other team. 
We are just going to focus on 
what we do well. That first 
game is super-important if 
you want to capture a trophy.”

Tingley noted her play-
ers are highly motivated and 
said that comes from several 
factors. Players Gracie Wat-
son, Taylor Clark and Mazie 
Hawkins all got court time 
last year in the seventh grade 
state championship as sixth 
graders and Tingley believes 
they want to repeat that expe-
rience with their own team as 
seventh graders.

The coach added her play-
ers have a lot of admiration 

for Crestwood girls who won 
back-to-back state champion-
ships and are now freshmen at 
Paris High School. 

“The want to live that for 
themselves,” said Tingley.

In the game against St. 
Matthew, Crestwood got out 
to a quick start in the contest, 
with Taylor Clark leading the 
way for the Lady Eagles. The 
team kept its foot on the gas 
after halftime, rolling to a 38-
18 victory. 

Offensively, Clark led the 
team with 17 points, while 
also grabbing three rebounds, 
two steals and two assists. 
Graci Watson played a pivot-
al role for Crestwood as well, 

Crestwood en route to Finals
Crestwood girls take the victory over St. Matthew, continuing their undefeated streak

See EAGLES, Page 10A

PARIS DIGS ITS CLAWS INTO LITTLE ILLINI CONFERENCE

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Karrington Krabel, 23, intently eyes an opposing player look for a shot while other Paris players Sarah Iasf, 14, and Kelsie 
Crampton, 25, work defense at the basket.

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

NEWTON- Little Illini Conference 
action tipped off Thursday, Dec. 5, and 
the Paris Lady Tigers sent a clear mes-
sage to the rest of the teams in the con-
ference – the road to the championship 
will most likely go through Paris. 

The Lady Tigers left little doubt as 
to who the best team is in the LIC as 
they defeated the Newton Lady Eagles 
by the score of 75-27. Paris improves to 
7-0 on the season and 1-0 in conference 
play, while Newton falls to 4-3 (0-1).

In what has become pretty much the 
norm for this team, the Tigers jumped 
out to a lead within the first 10 seconds 
of the game. In fact, Paris scored the 
first 12 points of the game. Newton fi-
nally got on the board at the 5:23 mark 
of the first quarter, but those two points 
were all the Eagles scored in the period. 

The Lady Tigers held a 27/2 lead at 
the end of the first quarter.    

With most of the starters getting a 
rest in the second quarter, the Tigers 
expanded the lead even more and 
closed the half at 43-9. As has also been 
the case thus far, every player on the 
Lady Tiger roster saw significant play-
ing time in the second half.

The Lady Tigers hit nine-of-16 from 
three-point range and six-of-8 from the 
free throw line. They also forced the 
Lady Eagles to turn the ball over 29 
times in the game. 

Karrington Krabel led the Tigers 
in scoring with 18 points to go along 
with four rebounds. Madyson Rigdon 

Lady Tigers clobber Newton

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Jenna Gates is focused on the basket as she springs into a layup.

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
Sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

Despite a strong showing 
in the annual Turkey Tour-
nament, the Tri-County 
boys basketball team took 
third in the contest. 

Tri-County took on Oak-
wood in its first contest, 
who sported a 3-0 record 
heading into the game. The 
Titans struggled to defend 
the perimeter through the 
opening quarter, falling be-
hind 20-12 after eight min-
utes. 

The second quarter saw 
the Titan defensive unit 
clamp down on its opposi-
tion early, forcing turnovers 
that led to the several three-
point shots from Cole Mc-
Clain. Tri-County managed 
to outscore Oakwood 20-11 
in the period, leading to 32-
31 advantage at halftime. 

Mitch Pollock seven 
points in the third quar-
ter and the duo of Kenzal 
Lloyd and Jack Armstrong 
combined for 12 points. 
Tri-County continued to 
push the pace of the contest 
late into the period, eventu-
ally gathering a strong 53-44 
lead heading into the fourth 
quarter. 

Oakwood managed to 
score easily through the final 
quarter, trimming its deficit 
considerably. However, the 
Titans got more pickup in 
the paint as Lloyd contin-
ued to grab key rebounds 
and put the ball in the hoop, 
scoring eight of Tri-Coun-
ty's 17 points to preserve a 
hard fought 70-65 win.

Tri-County was 28-61 
from the field and 7-10 from 
the free throw line. Four Ti-
tan players reached double 
figures with Kenzal Lloyd 
leading the way at 18 points, 
CJ Eakle had 16, Mitch 
Pollock scored 15 and Cole 
McClain had 11. Jack Arm-
strong added eight in the 
win.

Game two saw the Titans 
take on Judah Christian 
with the tournment title on 
the line with a win. Howev-
er, the Tribe jumped out to a 
8-0 lead and never let off the 
gas as Noah Jackson scored 
10 first quarter points and 
Isaiah Thompson added 
eight as part of a 22 point 
frame. The Titans managed 
only three field goals in the 
first stanza, only scoring sev-
en as the Tribe held a 22-7 
lead.

Judah Christian contin-
ued to dominate as Jackson 
kept getting looks under the 
basket getting to the chari-
ty stripe hitting six of eight 
scoring a total of 12 points 
as part of a 25-point second 
quarter. The Titans man-
aged to score 13 points, but 
Judah Christian held a com-
manding 47-20 lead going 
into the locker room. 

Quarter number three 
was more of an even battle 
as Tri-County refused to go 
down without a fight behind 
13 more points. However, 
the Tribe kept pace with 
balanced scoring adding 14 
more points to the tally for a 
61-33 lead.

The final quarter saw 
both teams put in their re-
serves as the Titans got a 
spark from Clayton Pardi 
with 10 points as part of a 

Titans deliver a 
strong showing 
at the Turkey 
Tournament

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

The Mayo basketball 
team won in the closing sec-
onds of its contest with Ca-
sey this past week, winning 
the contest 37-34. 

The Redbirds got out to 
a sluggish start in its contest 
with Casey, pacing itself to 
just 13 points at halftime. 
Despite that, Mayo explod-
ed in the second half of play, 
scoring 12 points in each 
of the next two quarters to 
oust Casey 37-34. 

The Redbirds were led 
offensively off  the hand of 
Ethan Hess who scored 15 
points. Payton Lankster 
scored 10 points in the win. 
Drew Rogers and Chris-
tian Miller each scored four 
points. Parker Underwood 
and Brody Sanders each 
scored two points. 

Mayo 
Redbirds 
survive 
first-half 
scare

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

The Mayo eighth grade 
girl’s basketball team 
dominated its regional 
matchup over Marshall 
Tuesday night, beating 
the Lady Lions 39-19. 

Stephanie Johnson led 
the team in scoring with 
11 points and assists 
with five. Aubrey Wil-
son scored four points 
and tallied seven steals. 
Sami Milam scored two 
points and had five steals. 
Jayden Simpson scored 
one point. Bailey Plew 
scored four points. Peigh-
ton Smith had nine points 
and five rebounds. Paven 
Walker scored two points. 
Linda Selemoska had two 
points. 

Mayo 
girls win 
regional 
Marshall 
matchup

See TITANS, Page 10A See TIGERS, Page 10A



scoring nine points to pair 
with five assists, four steals 
and two rebounds. 

Taylor Clark had 17 points, 

three rebounds, two assists 
and two steals. Bella More-
schi scored six points while 
grabbing three rebounds and 
three steals. Kilee Edwards 
had one rebound and one 
steal. Hailey Yantis had one 

rebound. Sophie Hender-
son had one steal. Samantha 
Kindred had one rebound, 
one assist and one steal. Ma-
zie Mae Hawkins tallied six 
points, two rebounds, one as-
sist and one steal. 
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BEARS 30 HAWKS 11
In the first game of the after-

noon the Bears walked all over 
the Hawks with a 30 – 11 win. 
The Bears jumped out with a 9 
– 0 lead at the end of the first 
quarter and never looked back. 

Gabriel Roush led the Bears 
with 10 points. Trailing his 
teammate was Conner Little 
with eight points. Parker Sand-
ers had six points for the after-
noon while Eyan Keys put five 
points in the book. Finishing 
the scoring was Carter Breed-
ing with a single free throw.

Paisley Reed led the Hawks 
with six points. Emma Krae-
mer and Madox Hutchings 
each had a bucket and Alivyah 
Lankster had a free throw.

CARDINALS 43 LIONS 16
The Cardinals took a 16 – 3 

lead through the first quarter 
but continued to build upon 

it across the rest of the game. 
Benton Wilson led the Car-

dinals with 11 points and Myah 
Bartos had nine points.   Car-
ter Crippes trailed with seven 
points while Dylan Lucas and 
Carter Eastham had five points 
each. Matthew Goodwin fin-
ished with a bucket. 

Brady Quinn was high scor-
er for the Lions with a couple of 
buckets and a free throw. Drew 
Kirby connected with a couple 
of buckets for four points. Lily 
Wyrick, Bryar Shipley, and 
Allison Wyrick had a bucket 
each. Paedyn Keys had a single 
free throw. 

PANTHERS 28 COLTS 10
The Panthers remain un-

defeated after their win today. 
Karic Mason was the leading 
scorer for the Panthers with 
10 points. Sean Dunn had 
six points, Dawson Rogers 
had five points and Carter 
Delashmit had four points, all 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

In what will mark the 14th 
time in Illinois Elementary 
School Association (IESA) 
history, four champions will 
be crowned in the Seventh 
Grade Girls State Basketball 
Tournament series. Competi-
tion in the Class 1A, Class 2A, 
Class 3A and Class 4A State 
Final Tournaments begins 
today, Dec. 7, and concludes 
Dec. 12 at four sites.

Class 1A will be played at 
Assumption Central A & M 
Middle School with Class 
2A tipping-off at Paris High 
School. Auburn High School 
is the home for Class 3A 
action, while Bolingbrook 

Brooks Middle School will 
serve as the host for Class 4A.

The time schedule for all 
four tournaments is the same. 
Quarterfinals are played today 
with the first of four games 
beginning at 10 a.m. The four 
quarterfinal winners will play 
again late Saturday afternoon 
with the first of the two semifi-
nal games set to begin at 5 p.m. 
The third place and champi-
onship games are played Dec. 
12 with the third place game 
set for 6 p.m. and the cham-
pionship game scheduled for 
7:30 p.m.

Any changes in the playing 
status of each of the four tour-
naments will be posted on the 
IESA Web Site at www.iesa.
org as each tournament pro-
gresses. Results will be post-
ed on the web site after each 
game. 

The price of admission Sat-

urday is $7 for adults and $3 
for seniors (62 and over) and 
students (K-8) and is good for 
all games Saturday. Children 
younger than kindergarten are 
admitted free. 

Fans attending the games 
today receive a wristband that 
is to be worn all day and will 
be used for entry into that re-
spective state final site only 
throughout the day. It will not 
be honored at any other 7th 
grade state final site. 

The price of admission for 
the third place and champion-
ship game session Thursday is 
$5 for adults and $2 for seniors 
and students (K-8). Children 
younger than kindergarten 
again are admitted free.

This year marks the 41st 
year the IESA conducted a 
girls basketball state series, 
as the ever-growing activity 
made its debut within the As-

sociation back in 1979. One-
class of competition existed 
from 1979-1985. Beginning 
in 1986, classification became 
part of the girls basketball 
state series. 

A 7th grade and an 8th 
grade state tournament was 
conducted for the teams en-
tering the state series. It was 
not based on school enroll-
ment. All 7th grade teams that 
entered the state tournament 
participated in the 7th grade 
tournament (regardless of 
school size) and all 8th grade 
teams (regardless of school 
size) participated in the 8th 
grade tournament. This for-
mat was in place through 
1989. 

Starting in 1990 and con-
tinuing through 2005, school 
enrollment became a factor in 
the classification as a Class A 
and Class AA state series for 

both seventh grade and eighth 
grade (based on a school's 7-8 
enrollment). There were four 
champions crowned – a 7A 
champion, a 7AA champion, 
an 8A champion, and an 8AA 
champion. 

As the number of schools 
entering the state series in-
creased, classification was 
again changed beginning in 
2006. Instead of two classes, 
the state series was expanded 
to four classes so there are a 
total of eight girls basketball 
champions – four 7th grade 
champions (1A, 2A, 3A, 4A) 
and four 8th grade champi-
ons, (1A, 2A, 3A, 4A). The 
four-class system remains to-
day.

Here is a look at the pairings 
for each of the four 2019 Sev-
enth Grade State Final Tour-
naments: 

Class 2A @ Paris High 

School
nSaturday, December 7
Game 1 10 a.m.    Win-

chester (23-3) vs. Blooming-
ton Corpus Christi (22-1)

Game 2 11:30 a.m.    Albion 
(14-1) vs. Springfield Calvary 
(20-7)

Game 3 1 p.m.    Paris Crest-
wood (22-0) vs. Brimfield 
(15-9)

Game 4  2:30 p.m.    Bour-
bonnais St. George (14-4) vs. 
Lewistown (20-6)

Game 5  5 p.m.    Winner 
Game 1 vs. Winner Game 2

Game 6  6:30 p.m.    Winner 
Game 3 vs. Winner Game 4

nThursday, December 12
Game 7  6 p.m.    Loser 

Game 5 vs. Loser Game 6 
(Third Place)

Game 8  7:30 p.m. Winner 
Game 5 vs. Winner Game 6 
(Championship)

IESA 7th grade girls basketball State Finals starts today
Crestwood girls 
again in running for 
state title at PHS

EAGLES
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coming from free throws. 
Nathan Delashmit had a 
bucket and Kipton Brad-
ford was credited for a free 
throw. 

The Colts were led by 
Owen Jones with four 
points. Braylen Mills, Pa-
ilynne Camp, and Dylan 
Flores each had two points.

 
TIGERS 19 EAGLES 17

The leading scorer for the 
Tigers was Garret Rigdon 
with eight points. Macy 
Bicknell finished with six 
points. Levi Bartley had 
three points and Caison 
Whitaker had a bucket.

Eagles players, Landon 
Gerberding and Ethan 
Brown led the pace with 
four points each. Hunter 
Quinn, Logan Gerberding, 
Mason Barrett, and Park-
er Sivertson each added a 
bucket to the score. Lane 
Tessman had a free throw. 

13-point frame. The Tribe add-
ed 11 more points to complete 
a 72-46 win to drop Tri-Coun-

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
Sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

The Lincoln Prairie Con-
ference honored the 2019 
volleyball season with the an-
nouncement of its first ever 
All-Conference team. Four 
members of the Tri-County 
Titans were honored for their 
stellar play during the year.

Junior Kaylenn Hunt was 
a unanimous first team selec-
tion and senior Cailynne Phil-
lips was named as a first team 
honoree. Junior Melia Eskew 
was named a second team se-
lection and junior Chelli Hall 
got an honorable mention.

Hunt led the team in kills 
with 328 and in blocks with 
151 for the year and Phillips 

was tops in aces with 59 and 
was second on the squad in 
kills with 175. Eskew was the 
key factor in setting up those 
kills accumulating 579 assists 
averaging 8.2 per set while 
coming into her own on the 
attacking front adding 54 kills 
and 23 aces. Hall became one 
of the main players in keeping 
the ball in play leading the 
team in digs with 116.

The Titans finished the sea-
son at 22-9 overall and 9-2 in 
league play winning the reg-
ular season conference title 
and winning their regional 
on home court for the second 
time in three years, with this 
year's title being the first in 
Class 1A since 2013.

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
Sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

The Tri-County girls bas-
ketball team got out of the 
gate on the right foot in a con-
ference opener this past week, 
beating Cerro Gordo, Bement 
54-24.

Tayler Barry led the way 
with 18 points, eight steals 
and three assists. Bella Dud-
ley added 14 points and Me-
lia Eskew had 10 points, nine 
steals and three assists. Lillie 
Cox grabbed a team-high nine 

TCT girls win conference opener 
rebounds, while adding four 
points in the win.

The McDonald's Comet 
Classic title was on the line in 
Oakwood Nov. 29 as the Lady 
Titans took on host Oakwood 
in a rematch of last year's tour-
nament final. 

The game itself lived up 
to its billing with the host 
Comets taking a slim 29-25 
lead into the locker room af-
ter taking a 15-9 lead in the 
first eight minutes. The Ti-
tans managed to chip away 
through the game, outscor-
ing the Comets 34-31 in the 
second half including a 22-18 
fourth quarter. However, the 
rally came up one point short 

as the Comets escaped with a 
60-59 win.

Three Titans reached dou-
ble figures as Tayler Barry 
scored 16 points to lead the 
way while the duo of Bel-
la Dudley and Kaylin Wil-
liams added 12 points each, 
with Dudley adding nine 
rebounds. Kaylenn Hunt fin-
ished with nine and Melia Es-
kew had seven steals and four 
assists. Dudley was named to 
the All-Tournament team for 
her efforts. 

The Titans (6-1, 1-0 Lin-
coln Prairie) head south to 
Altamont for a rematch of 
the Moweaqua Sectional title 
game on today at 1 p.m. 

ty to a third place finish 
and give Judah Christian 
second place overall. With 
the Titans loss, it gave the 
overall title to the Oakwood 
Comets via a tiebreaker 
winning the head-to-head 
battle against Judah.

The Titans were 18-70 
from the field and 7-10 
from the free throw line. 
The Titans had troubles 
handling the ball and com-
mitted 20 turnovers. Mitch 
Pollock, who was named to 
the All-Tournament team, 
led the way with 13 points 
and Clayton Pardi added 
10 in the loss. 

Final score 54-24; 
next up is rematch 
with Altamont

TCT volleyball makes 
the all-conference cut

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Paris Tiger Karrington Krabel 
pulls away after leading a fast-
break drive to the basket and 
a layup. Behind her are Paris 
players Sarah Isaf, left, and 
Jenna Gates, right.

missed just one shot the entire 
evening en route to a 15-point 
and four-steal performance. 
She was a perfect three-for-3 
from distance and made both 
of her free throw attempts. 

Sarah Isaf scorched the 
nets knocking down three 
3-pointers and finishing with 
13 points. Jenna Gates scored 
nine points and added nine as-
sists from her point guard po-
sition. Kendra Young had five 
points. Kadie Noel added four, 
and Deming Hawkins made 
her only shot attempt to finish 
with two. 

The junior varsity team also 
won in grand fashion with a 70-
12 victory. 

The Lady Tigers face Tolo-
no-Unity (6-1) 11 a.m. today, 
Dec. 7, in the second match-
up of the week against a team 
ranked in the top-20 of the first 
Associated Press poll of the 
season. 

TIGERS
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 BY TIM HENDERSHOT
Sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

OAKLAND – It was a time 
to celebrate the Tri-County 
Titans Wednesday, Dec. 4, 
in Oakland at the 2019 Fall 
Sports Banquet. 

It was a banner year for 
Tri-County fall sports with all 
five high school teams having 
representation in the post-sea-
son in some capacity, making 
it one of the best years in the 
current form of the co-op.

Jenny Kapraun-Veach, ath-
letic director for the Oakland 
and Kansas portion of the co-
op, welcomed the athletes and 
their parents to the ceremony. 
After a meal of either chick-
en or pork chops, along with 
various side dishes provided 
by the parents, the awards 
portion of the evening com-
menced with the junior high 
awards followed by the high 
school awards.

Junior High Baseball Head 
Coach Joe Morrisey intro-
duced his team of 14 players 
ranging from fifth through 
eighth grade. Due to low num-
bers in the sixth through eighth 
grades, the Titans were allowed 
for the first time to add fifth 
graders to the team to bolster 
the numbers. The Titans went 
1-12 on the season with their 
B-team going 1-3.  All 14 play-
ers were given letters for their 
play on the field this season.

 Award winners for the sea-
son included Justin Robert-
son for highest batting average 

hitting .379 with a double and 
five RBI; most improved play-
er honors went to Andrew 
West for a season with one 
run scored in 15 at-bats; most 
valuable player honors went 
to Braxton Buckler, who bat-
ted .242 with nine runs scored 
and five RBIs and pitching 
17.1 innings recording a 2.02 
ERA with 25 strikeouts and 
11 walks. The Titan award for 
sportsmanship went to Levi 
Ash, who finished the season 
batting .207 with three doubles 
and four RBIs while going 13.2 
innings on the mound with 10 
strikeouts and seven walks.

Next up was junior high 
softball and Head Coach Joe 
Budd’s team of 20 players. The 
Titans went 3-7 on the 2019 
season. Award winners includ-
ed: Briana Reese, highest bat-
ting average hitting .379 with 
two doubles and five RBIs in 
29 at-bats; Lydia Richardson, 
golden glove award for her 
work behind the plate as the 
starting catcher and stats for 
.115 at the plate with a dou-
ble and a sacrifice with three 
runs scored; Jonika Nickles, 
sportsmanship award who 
went .174 with six runs scored 
and two RBIs; Shaylun Chris-
tenberry, best defense for her 
work at shortstop and batting 
.235 with seven runs scored 
and four RBIs; Emily Milburn, 
Titan award who batted .222 
with four runs scored and four 
RBIs; and Maddie Lindsey, 
most improved player, who 

batted .148 with four runs 
scored and five RBIs.

Junior high cross-country 
coach Ryan Petty went to the 
podium next discussing the 
season, which saw a record 10 
members join the team for the 
season.  One of the highlights 
of the season was a strong fifth 
grade team that won the team 
title at the Panthers Invitation-
al meet in Paxton in October.  
All 10 members received a let-
ter for their season.

It was then on to the high 
school sports with cross-coun-
try coach Lauren Moses intro-
ducing the five athletes that 
donned the purple, orange and 
blue this year. The boys' team 
finished in third place in the 
inaugural Lincoln Prairie Con-
ference meet. Award winners 
included Aaron McMichael 
for most improved runner, im-
proving from a 21:00 time to 
a 19:00 time throughout the 
season and Ross Petty got the 
Titan award in recognition of 
his qualifying for the sectional 
meet in Effingham this season.

Golf coach Kevin Flecken-
stein introduced the season's 
five-man golf team. The team 
composed of three seniors, one 
sophomore and one freshmen 
had its share of ups and downs 
recording a 7-18 record, but 
placed third in the inaugural 
Lincoln Prairie Conference 
meet just three shots away 
from second place.  

The Titans had two golf-
ers reach the sectional round, 

making it the fifth straight year 
that a golfer has progressed 
that far. Jacob Knofsky got the 
Titan award and was second 
on the team in scoring with an 
average with a 47.38. Knofsky 
placed sixth at the LPC meet 
earning him All-Conference 
honors while placing eighth in 
regional play. Holden Kile was 
named most valuable player 
and led the team in scoring 
average at 44.05 while plac-
ing seventh in both the LPC 
meet and the regional meet. 
Kile also earned all-conference 
selection. Both Kile and Knof-
sky were given all-area honor-
able mention honors from the 
News-Gazette.

Volleyball head coach Crys-
tal Buckler presented the 
awards for that sport. Both the 
junior varsity and the varsity 
squads had solid seasons as the 
JV went 15-3 and the varsity 
went 22-9 overall and 9-2 in 
the LPC, winning the regular 
season title and capturing the 
second regional title in three 
seasons  – the first in Class 1A 
since 2013.  

Volleyball award winners 
included: Cailynne Phillips, 
most aces 59; Chelli Hall, 
most digs 119; Melia Eskew, 
most assists 579; Kaylenn 
Hunt, most kills 328 and most 
blocks 150 and MVP; and 
Gwen Morris, Titan Award for 
sportsmanship.  

Hunt, Eskew, Hall, Phillips 
and Lillie Cox were honored 
by the News-Gazette with 

Titans celebrate banner fall sports season
medals for being among the 
area leaders in their respective 
categories while Hunt, Phil-
lips, Eskew and Hall were giv-
en their certifcates for being 
named to the LPC All-Confer-
ence team.

Football head coach Brian 
Anderson reviewed the foot-
ball season which concluded 
with 5-5 and 5-2 in the LPC 
record and clinching a playoff 
berth for the first time since 
2014. All 30 players received 
a playoff patch honoring their 
playoff berth and a certificate 
from the Illinois House of 
Representatives ordered by 
Rep. Chris Miller (R-Oak-
land). 

Individual football play-
ers recognized were: Owen 
Knoebel and Daniel Drake, 
Academic All-State members 
by the IHSA with Drake cap-
turing offensive MVP honors 
and Knoebel getting the Jere-
my Vargocko Award for best 
offensive lineman.  

Drake ran for 1,105 rush-
ing yards and 14 touchdowns 
earning him First Team LPC 
All-Conference honors. He 
also earned second team 
all-conference as a defensive 
lineman with 39 total tack-
les and a sack. Knoebel was 
named a first team all-confer-

ence as an offensive lineman 
and racked up 37 tackles on 
the defense.

Defensive MVP honors 
went to Brandon Royer, who 
led the team in total tackles 
with 83, which earned him 
all-conference honorable men-
tion honors. He also earned 
honorable mention honors as 
a punter averaging 34.5 yards 
a punt.  

Drew Bevill and Mitch 
Pollock received the Michael 
Guthridge Award for Sports-
manship. Bevill was a key on 
the defensive side with 50 to-
tal tackles and Pollock threw 
for 695 yards and eight touch-
downs while running for five 
touchdowns on the ground.  

The Most Improved Player 
went to Greg Reese. Senior 
Lane Bisby received all-con-
ference awards as a first team 
linebacker and second team 
running back. Bisby ran for 
664 yards and seven touch-
downs, while adding 62 tack-
les on defense. All-conference 
honors also went to Tim Kes-
ke, second team OL; Dameon 
Bolton, honorable mention 
DB; and Kenzal Lloyd, hon-
orable mention DB. Bolton 
had 58 tackles, and Lloyd led 
the team in interceptions with 
four.

Special to the Prairie Press

Tigers making strides: Photo (L to R): Jenna Gates (Points Winner/Leadership), Emma Campbell (Leadership), Kaitlyn Mathews 
(MVP/Leadership), Sarah Isaf (Leadership), Kendall Mathews (Most Improved). The five girls were the core of the Lady Tiger tennis 
team through the 2019 season.

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris girl’s tennis team 
had its postseason banquet, as 
head coach Stefan Aydt rec-
ognized individual and team 
achievements through the year. 
Paris finished the 2019 season 
with a strong 10-5 record in 
dual meets, its best mark in 
nearly a decade. 

In individual matches, the 
Lady Tigers had a 91-65 re-
cord, a drastic improvement 
from a year ago when Paris 
went 62-91. The Lady Tigers 
finished sixth in their sectional. 

In the junior varsity catego-
ry of awards, Courtney Flem-
ing won the Most Improved 
award. Lindsey Zorn and 

Makayla Thomas scored the 
most points through the sea-
son on junior varsity. 

Team-Captain and Leader-
ship awards were gifted to Kait-
lyn Mathews, Sarah Isaf, Jenna 
Gates and Emma Campbell. 

The Most Improved award 
was given to Kendall Mathews. 
Mathews earned the #2 spot 
on varsity after rising up from 
the junior varsity ranks last 
season. 

Jenna Gates was the Varsity 
Points winner, with 22 points 
throughout the season. 

The Most Valuable Player 
award was given to Kaitlyn 
Mathews. Mathews was the #1 
singles player and part of the #1 
doubles team. 

Paris tennis banquet marks end of 2019

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Firearm Deer Season:  The 
2019 Illinois Firearm Deer 
Season concludes Dec. 5-8. 
A limited number of coun-
ty permits for firearm deer 
hunting remain available and 
can be purchased over-the-
counter from DNR Direct 
license and permit vendors. 
For more information on 
Illinois deer hunting, visit 
https://bit.ly/2P4TuHY. 

Archery Deer and Fall 
Turkey Permits:  Illinois Ar-
chery Deer and Illinois Ar-
chery Fall Turkey seasons are 
open through Jan. 19, 2020 
(archery seasons are closed 
during the final weekend of 
Firearm Deer Season, Dec. 
5-8, in counties open to fire-
arm deer hunting). Permits 
are available over-the-count-
er at DNR Direct license and 
permit vendors. Find a ven-
dor near you at  https://bit.

ly/2sBAKIl. 
Archery, Firearm, Muz-

zleloader, and Late-Winter/
CWD Seasons CWD Sam-
pling: Deer hunters statewide 
are encouraged to allow sam-
ples to be taken from adult 
deer they harvest for chronic 
wasting disease (CWD) sam-
pling. Check the IDNR web-
site at this link for locations 
that are serving as CWD sam-
pling stations, taking sam-
ples from entire deer or deer 
heads through Jan. 19, 2020: 
https://bit.ly/2Rjt87w. 

Late-Winter/CWD Sea-
son Information:  For details 
on the upcoming 2019-20 
Late-Winter Antlerless-only 
and Special Chronic Wast-
ing Disease (CWD) deer 
seasons, visit https://bit.
ly/34ILQcO. For a map of 
Late-Winter season and Spe-
cial CWD season open coun-
ties, visit https://bit.ly/35W-
cM97. 

Illinois DNR Newsbits 
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GO EAGLES!

BANKPROSPECT.COM

MEMBER FDIC

GOOD LUCK GOOD LUCK 

EAGLES!EAGLES!
Matt, Danette, 

Kendra and Kailey Young

Love, Mom, Dad and Conner

    Good Luck    Good Luck  
Kilee #3 and your Crestwood Lady 

Eagles and Coaches at the IESA 
7-2A State Basketball Tourney

Good Good 
LuckLuck
Lady Eagles, Lady Eagles, 
you got this!you got this!  
Don, Jessica & Drake Bartos

GO EAGLESGO EAGLES
ALL THE WAY!ALL THE WAY!

Andy, Kit, Cate, Claire & Drew Kirby

GoodGood  
LuckLuck  

at State
Crestwood
Jamal Wallace

Johna Todd
Sassy to Classy

Event Rental 
and Planning
217-822-7623

GO EAGLES!

3 more to go3 more to go
STATE BOUNDSTATE BOUND

Love Watson, Moreschi Families
#33  #44#33  #44

to MazieMae and the rest of 
her teammates.

We love you and are proud of your 
hard work and dedication.

T,D,B,B,B,J,J

We are proud 
of you,

Samantha #43
Love, Mom, Dad & Colby

GO GO 
EAGLESEAGLES

GO EAGLES!GO EAGLES!

2121 South Main Street  • Paris, IL  
 217-465-6500

Bill and Sandy ElliottBill and Sandy Elliott

Best of Luck
Eagles!

Jason, Avoree, Colten, Conner, 
Carter & Cross Gore

Best of LuckBest of Luck
to theto the Lady Lady

EaglesEagles

Once an Once an 
Eagle, Eagle, 

Always an Always an 
Eagle!Eagle!

#biggestfans
Your 8th grade teammates

Kilee #3 and your Crestwood 
Lady Eagles and Coaches

 at the IESA 7-2A State 
Basketball Tourney

Mom, Levi, Gma, Gpa, Justin, Kylee, 
Kalhen, Nick, Jess, Haiven and Izzy

Love, 
Nanny 

and Pop

Taylor!
So proud of all you girls!
Love, Mom, Dad, Jude, Pa, Ma, 

Mommo, Pops, and Uncle John, 
Mammy and Pappy

IESA STATE IESA STATE 
BOUNDBOUND

GO EAGLES!GO EAGLES!

Wishing the Lady Wishing the Lady 
Eagles best of luck!Eagles best of luck!

104 W Court St, 
Paris, IL 61944

(217) 463-2500       

Good LuckGood Luck
Lady EaglesLady Eagles

The City of Paris

Good Luck
We are PROUD We are PROUD 

of the of the 
Lady Eagles!Lady Eagles!

 217-921-3216
101 N. Central Ave.  

“You’ve got “You’ve got 
this!this!

The Moore Family

GOOD LUCKGOOD LUCK
KK and the rest of 
the Lady Eagles!
We love you #4

Bring it home girls”Bring it home girls”

Good LuckGood Luck  
Kilee #3 and your Crestwood Lady 

Eagles and Coaches at the IESA 
7-2A State Basketball Tourney

GBob and Anne

Crestwood 7th grade IESA Sectional Champs

IESA STATE IESA STATE 
BOUNDBOUND

GO EAGLES!GO EAGLES!

PLAY YOUR PLAY YOUR 
HEARTS OUT,HEARTS OUT,

7th GRADE TEAM7th GRADE TEAM
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Humans have always faced 
the quandary of how best 
to leave a message for future 
generations. It is no different 
for our age. What is the best 
way to record something for 
those living in 2525, or still 
be viable 50 million years into 
the future? What is the bottle 
we will throw into the cosmic 
ocean? What medium is avail-
able for creating a lasting living 
will for humanity?

These are not idle questions 
because humans are unique 
in their relationship to time. 
Many species note the passage 
of time, but its primarily man 
who records memories into 
stories. Early humans relied 
on oral history in epic poems. 
Who knows how much oral 
creativity was lost when a 
culture went extinct or a group 
was vanquished?

We learned to use paintings 
on cave walls in places like 
Blombos Cave, South Africa, 
70,000 years ago. There we 
mixed paints, and told stories. 
It was the Sumerians who 
created some of the earliest 
written records using sharp 
reeds to mark symbols into 
clay tablets, which they fired. 
They invented a reusable set 
of symbols as their pictograph 
alphabet called cuneiform. 
Clay tablets are durable but ex-
pensive compared to papyrus 
paper. 

History has always been 

a trade-off between cost, 
durability and data density. 
Our best was ink written 
onto paper with a stylus. The 
printing press came about 
only 580 years ago, chemical 
photography just 190 years 
ago and then Thomas Edison 
invented the phonograph in 
1877. We were able to cut 
history into platters as a series 
of bumps that could be read 
back with a needle vibrating 
inside a groove of the spinning 
platter. 

Edison’s phonograph exem-
plifies a challenge to reading 
historical records. One has to 
know the language used to en-
code it and have a method to 
play back the recording. How 
many VCR tapes in homes 
today have no VHS player to 
read them? Is it even possible 
to buy a working VCR player?

When the Voyager space 
probes were launched out 
toward interstellar space in 
1977, NASA attached a gold 
plated record platter filled with 
information about us. They 
include a Rosetta Stone like 
decoding key and a needle for 
the finder to play it with.

With the computer 
revolution, storage moved to 
electronic media. It started 
with magnetic tape working 
just like old cassettes. In the 
reel-to-reel system little north-
south pole patterns are magne-
tized onto the tape. The binary 

pattern of zeros and ones are 
coded via the direction the N 
or S magnetic poles face.

Reel tape 
has problems. 
It’s thin, 
breaks and 
data is spread 
thin so to find 
information 
the entire 
tape has to 
be streamed 
forward or 
backward to 
the desired 

spot. In 1957, IBM designed 
the original Hard Disk Drive. 
It was a set of phonograph-like 
platters coated with iron oxide 
that could be magnetized. 
They setup tracks on platters 
and used floating magnetic 
heads to record and read back 
data. By spinning in a circle 
and jumping the head in/out it 
was possible to quickly access 
random data anywhere on the 
disk. 

These early drives stored 5 
megabytes on a set of 5-inch 
platters in 1970. By 2019, the 
speed and density have im-
proved so now 2.5-inch drives 
can store 6 terabytes. That 
represents a huge collection of 
pictures but is nothing in the 
world of data we need to store.

Every minute of 2018 
YouTube played 4.33 million 
videos, we sent 160 million 
e-mails, tweeted 473,000 

times and posted 49,000 pho-
tos on Instagram. It is estimat-
ed in 2020 1.7 megabytes of 
data will be created per second 
per person worldwide, trans-
lating to 418 zettabytes in a 
single year. That is 418 billion 
one-terabyte hard drives. 

Magnetic or optical da-
ta-storage systems in use do 
not last more than a century 
and a data center requires 
enormous amounts of energy. 
We are about to have a serious 
data-storage problem. Cur-
rently our best effort is using 
massive arrays of hard and sol-
id-state drives. The term cloud 
storage refers to hundreds of 
millions of rooms filled with 
storage drives that are all wired 
and routed onto the Internet. 
We’re still creating data faster 
than we can build rooms of 
storage drives. What is the 
next step?

 Tech giants are betting on 
DNA storage systems. DNA 
is nature’s hard drive. DNA 
strands in our chromosomes 
contain about 3 billion base 
pairs but only 20 thousand 
gene sequences define us. 
There is another 98 percent 
DNA material in those spiral 
strands, which is so-called junk 
DNA. It’s mostly a mystery 
but we know some functions 
to turn on or off genes for 
differentiating to make some 
cells muscle, some nerve and 
some blood. About 50 percent 

is junk fragments left from 
viruses that invaded our ances-
tors’ cells through history and 
seem to have no use. 

We know how to read the 
pattern of A-T-C-G nucleotide 
chains. With CRISPR we can 
write and insert sequences. 
Once created, nature is prolific 
at making copies for backup. 
DNA is incredibly stable 
evidenced by DNA collected 
from 500,000-year-old fossil 
remains of a horse being isolat-
ed and decoded in detail. 

Top research labs are exper-
imenting with encoding using 
an A-T-C-G alphabet to write 
data into E. coli bacteria DNA 
strands. Theoretically the 
entirety of YouTube can fit in a 
teaspoon of DNA. A gram can 
store 10 petabytes of data. The 
data generated in a year by 7.8 
billion people could be stored 
in a cubic meter of DNA. 

Scientists are preparing to 
use DNA as a new medium for 
data storage. We know how to 
sequence (read) and synthe-
size (write) into DNA. DNA 
has a dense storage potential 
and will become cheap. The 
original Human Genome 
Project took 15 years and cost 
$3 billion. Today, labs do it in a 
week for under $1,000.

Labs can write, store and 
read data using DNA. Google, 
Microsoft, Facebook, MIT 
and the Defense Department 
are all supporting the research. 

Tech giants plan to have oper-
ational pilots in data centers 
before the end of 2020. Future 
libraries will be lined with 
shelves of DNA, but could 
there be lending libraries left 
by aliens and hidden in plain 
sight?

Try this mental exercise. 
Long ago an intelligent being 
wants to leave a message for 
us by encoding it into DNA 
and plants it into living organ-
isms. The message hidden in 
the junk DNA is propagated 
over and over living inside 
cells. Four billion years 
later living organisms are still 
replicating and giving copies 
to their offspring in every 
generation. Imagine the irony 
of finding a message telling of 
an environmental apocalypse 
wiping out the society who 
shared the message. Their 
goal was to prevent others 
from repeating the mistake of 
unregulated climate change. 
The irony might be finding it 
too late to stop the destruc-
tion in progress. 

It’s an interesting mental 
exercise, but DNA may be the 
perfect message in a bottle.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology 
and curriculum director for the 
Shiloh School District. Email 
him at sullivant@shiloh1.us)

DNA is humanity’s ultimate message in a bottle

TERRY 
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

There’s a village named 
Geff down south in Wayne 
County. I’ve seen it labeled 

as Jeffer-
s o n v i l l e 
on some 
old maps, 
but some-
how over 
the years 
it became 
known as 
Geff.  

The res-
idents are 
proud of 

their grade school, which 
features a nice gym. Most 
years Geff wields a compet-
itive basketball team with 
lots of supportive fans.

Every year it seems 
there’s a star athlete who 
shines above the rest. Back 
in 1966 the shining star 
was Dennis Osun. Well, he 
should’ve been, for he was 
tall for his age, standing 
head and shoulders above 
his fellow eighth graders. 
He was a fast and agile 
athlete who earned good 
grades in the classroom. 
Yet, something was lacking.

His coach, Ed Upland, 
described Dennis as a 
knucklehead. To prove 
this label, Ed loves to tell 
the story about Dennis’ 
performance that year at 
the county grade school 
track meet. Ed wasn’t one 
to brag, but inwardly he felt 
Dennis should win the 440-
yard dash, the one event 
that he stood out above 
the rest. Dennis also was an 
outstanding shot putter.

When the Geff team 
poured excitedly from their 
school bus upon arrival at 
the high school track field. 
Dennis was carrying the 
shot. He took three steps 
from the bus and heaved a 
lengthy high arching throw, 
careful to toss away from 
teammates into a barren 
area near trash barrels. The 
iron ball landed kerplunk in 
an ash pit and disappeared 
from sight. An aggravated 
Coach Ed told him to dig 
it out.

“I don’t have a shovel or 
spade,” Dennis protested. “I 
can’t dig.”

“Oh, yes you can, Den-
nis,” said the coach.  “Use 
your hands.”

So Dennis spent a good 
hour scooping a crater in 
the ash pit until he eventu-
ally located the elusive shot 
ball three feet below the 
surface.

Taping an 
athlete’s 
hurt ankle  

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

BY MARY LIZ WRIGHT
maryliz@illinois.edu

The old adage that a five-pound 
weight gain is inevitable during the 
holiday season is a myth.

According to the National Institute 
of Health, the average American gains 
just under one pound during the time 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
That’s the good news. The bad news 
is that most of us never lose that new 
pound and those already in the over-
weight category are more likely to gain 
five or more pounds during the holi-
day season. 

The question we all need to ask is 
what causes the weight gain. The nev-
er-ending parade of goodies brought 
by well-intentioned co-workers and 
the lack of sleep from too many late 
night parties or time spent putting the 
some-assembly-required gifts together 
contribute to the problem. The biggest 
culprit is the tendency for us to avoid 
the gym when we need it the most. 
Our hectic holiday schedule can wreak 
havoc on the most well intentioned ex-
erciser. 

Fortunately, there are some tips that 
all can follow to help avoid holiday 
weight gain

Here are the top 10 tips:
Drink plenty of water: it is filling 

and keeps one hydrated and energized.
Eat smaller meals on days of holi-

day gatherings.
Send leftovers home with guests, 

or better yet avoid leftovers altogether 
by preparing only what guests will eat 
at one sitting.
Eat breakfast everyday—maintain 

energy levels and avoid temptation by 
keeping the metabolism revved up.
Eat a small snack containing pro-

tein before the party, which helps 
avoid the urge to overeat at the buffet 
table by arriving hungry at the party.
Try to cut 100 calories from each 

festive meal by skipping the bread and 

A DANGEROUS SEASON FOR WAISTLINES

File Photo/The Prairie Press

Failing to exercise is one of the big contributors to holiday weight gain. A Spin Class at the REC or circuit training at Tom’s 
Fitness can help burn the extra calories associated with holiday meals and treats. Those who don’t have a gym membership 
can try walking more, jumping rope or doing calisthenics at home.

Avoid the holiday spread
HEALTHIER GINGERBREAD

Ingredients
2 cups unsweetened applesauce
3/4 cup molasses
1/3 cup vegetable oil
3 eggs
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 1/3 cups Splenda® No Calorie Sweeten-

er, Granulated
2 teaspoons baking soda
1 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons ground ginger
1 1/2 teaspoons cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ground cloves

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Spray 
Bundt pan with butter-flavored cooking 
spray. Set aside.

Pour applesauce, molasses and vegeta-
ble oil into a large mixing bowl. Add eggs. 
Stir well.

Blend remaining dry ingredients in a 
separate bowl. Mix well.

Add dry ingredients to the applesauce 
mixture. Stir well.

Pour cake batter into prepared pan. 
Bake in preheated 350 degrees F oven 50 

to 60 minutes, or until a toothpick inserted 
in the center comes out clean. Remove 
from oven. Cool cake in pan on a wire rack 
approximately 20 minutes. Invert cake 
onto serving plate. Serve warm or cool.

butter and only choose a small serving 
of the higher calorie selections.
Be conscious of the “Oh well..” 

trap—do not overeat because one al-
ready had a cookie at work or because 
a diet is planned after the holidays in 
order to eat it all now.
Be careful of alcohol consump-

tion-even one drink can lower person-
al resistance to tempting foods.
Find the time to exercise—don’t 

skip workouts and make it a goal to 
add 15 minutes on those days when 
indulging in holiday goodies is a given.
Grant a personal break by having 

a cookie, just don’t eat a dozen.    
Here are some helpful hints when 

baking for the holidays as another way 
get around weight gain:
Reduce fat: For every tablespoon 

of solid fat use ¾ tablespoon liquid oil 
and replace half of the fat in a recipe 
with either unsweetened applesauce, 
prune puree or plain lowfat yogurt.
Reduce sugar by one-quarter to 

one-third of what the recipe calls for 
or use a use a heat-stable sugar substi-
tute
Increase whole grain by replacing 

one-third of the flour in a recipe with a 
whole grain flour.
Replace salt with herbs or spices 
In all things for quality of life, be 

smart, eat well, get healthy.

Attorney 
General 
warns of 
recalled 
children’s 
products

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinis.com

SPRINGFIELD — The 
office of Illinois’ top lawyer 
has released its annual safe 
shopping guide ahead of 
the holiday season to alert 
families about recalled 
children’s toys, clothing 
and furniture.

The report includes in-
formation about goods 
that are a safety hazard and 
have been linked to infant 
deaths. Some of the items 
featured include choking 
hazards, articles of cloth-
ing that do not meet the 
government’s flammability 
standard and furniture that 
can injure children if not 
assembled correctly.

There are more than 
30 products on the list, 
including certain bath 
toys, handmade knit dolls, 
power wheels toys, boots, 
socks, pajamas and more. 

Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul said the 
guide, which also features 
photos of the hazardous 
products, is meant to help 
Illinoisans more easily spot 
the goods, so shoppers do 
not purchase them or can 
remove them from homes.

“The Safe Shopping 
Guide is a tool that all 
gift-givers should consult 
this holiday season before 
shopping for the children 
on their lists,” he said in a 
press release.

The attorney general’s 
office has published the 
guide for about 10 years, 
a spokesperson said, but it 
is Raoul’s first time distrib-
uting it since he took office 
in January. The office also 
publishes consumer alerts 
for all recalled products 
throughout the year on its 
website, illinoisattorney-
general.gov.

The U.S. Public Interest 
Research Group also re-
leased its annual Trouble 
in Toyland report, which 
has additional information 
about potentially hazard-
ous toys. It features goods 

See CODGER, Page 2B See SAFETY, Page 2B

Safe shopping 
guide offers list of 
unsafe goods
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Crown Maple Syrup  |  47 McCourt Road  |  Dover Plains New York 12522

ONLY

$2246*

SPECIAL OFFER!

Reg. $29.95

ONLY

$2696*

SPECIAL OFFER!

Reg. $35.95

ONLY

$3746*

SPECIAL OFFER!

Reg. $49.95

Pancake Breakfast Gift Set 
 in Royal Treatment Box 

Featuring Dark Color organic 
maple syrup and Signature Maple  

Sugar Pancake Mix
SC-DA-Gift_Ea

Bourbon Barrel Aged  
Organic Maple Syrup 750ml
The Wall Street Journal described 

this product as “soul-stirring”.
FB-75-Gift_ Ea

Infused Organic Maple Syrup 
250ml Trio in Royal Treatment Box 
Featuring Cinnamon Infused, Madagascar 

Vanilla Infused and Bourbon Barrel  
Aged organic maple syrups

SC-21-Gift_Ea

Three Special Offers, SAVE 25%
Exceptionally Crafted. Artisan Quality. 

Direct from the Crown Maple Estate in NY’s Hudson Valley

Order Now and SAVE 25%
Select your preferred gift or order all three, plus $5.00 shipping & handling per item. 

Call 1-855-602-0223 to order items featured
or visit CrownMapleSpecial.com

Use Promo Code CrownGift343 
Code is case sensitive.

Order by Dec. 12, 2019 for Christmas delivery.  Offer ends December 31, 2019 or while supplies last.

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

SpecialsSpecials
Wed 12/11 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 12/12:
Ham & scalloped 
potato casserole,
green beans or 
garden salad

 & roll

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636
AlwaysAlways

Homemade!Homemade!

Fri 12/13:

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Roast beef,
mashed potatoes 
w/gravy, garden 

salad & roll

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

217-251-1010
ryan@jacksoncars.com

It’s     
 Worth 
 The 
Drive

CALL
Ryan 

today about 
our $100 

REFERRAL 
PROGRAM!

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411 • www.jacksoncars.com

Come see us today!

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

EATING
WELL AS
YOU AGE

 

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension

Councils Cooperating  University of Illinois Extension provides equal

opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable

accommodation to attend, call 217-465-8585.

Free class 

at Paris Library 

Dec. 11 at 1:30 p.m.

No registration needed.

that pose a choking hazard, 
and information about toxins 
found in products and which 
toys present a privacy risk.

It also cautions consumers 
that online stores do not al-
ways remove recalled items 
from their sites.

A complete list of product 
warnings and recall informa-
tion can be found on the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety 

SAFETY
FROM PAGE 1B

Commission’s website, 
www.recalls.gov. Raoul’s 
office also has a recall ho-
tline, 1-888-414-7678, for 
Illinoisans seeking more 
information.

The safe shopping 
guide can be found at illi-
noisattorneygeneral.gov/
consumers/safe_shop-
ping.html. The Trouble 
in Toyland report can be 
found at uspirg.org/fea-
ture/usp/trouble-in-toy-
land-2019.

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, engagement, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@prairiepress.net or mail 
The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

MILESTONES

Marjorie Randall celebrating 100th birthday
Lifelong area resident Mar-

jorie Randall is rapidly ap-
proaching her 100th birthday.  

Randall was born Dec. 16, 
1919, in a farmhouse west of 
Bono, Ind., to Ordie and Lillie 
Bell Beard, and will celebrate 
her centennial birthday 1-3 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15, at Life’s 
Journey Senior Living, 705 
Kenton Street, Paris. Cards 
and calls are appreciated and 
the omission of gifts is request-
ed. All family and friends are 
invited to attend.

Her immediate family con-
sisted of two brothers, Clifford 
and Carl, now deceased, and 
one sister Clarabell Mishler, 
who is only two years younger 
at 98.

Randall graduated from 
Dana High School in 1937 
and married Max Randall 
Oct. 14, 1939. Their marriage 
lasted until his death in 1989. 
They had two sons Donald, 
now deceased, and Gary and 

his wife Karen. She also has 
another daughter-in-law Hel-
en Owens.

The couple farmed and 
worked side-by-side for many 
years. She drove the grain truck 
to the elevator and fed the hogs 
when needed. 

Taking meals to the field 
was another task, and making 
it a picnic with the grandkids 

made it more fun.
During her earlier years, 

Randall kept socially active as 
a charter member of the Dana 
49’er Club, a Pythian Sister 
and Ruth Rebekah Lodge. 
She and her husband were 
also instrumental in organiz-
ing the Dana High School 
Alumni Reunion, which is still 
an active event. 

During their sons’ high 
school days, she was active 
in PTA and was selected as 
Don’s class mother, a title she 
still holds as the only living 
class mother in school history. 
She was always willing to have 
classmates come to her house 
for a party at the last minute, 
just so she could serve them 
brownies and drinks.

In 2001, Randall decided it 
was time to downsize from the 
two-story farmhouse where 
she lived for almost 60 years. 
Moving to a smaller house 
created a void that Randall 

and her two daughters-in-law 
filled by creating the Randall 
Manor Bed and Breakfast. She 
took an active role in the B&B 
enterprise by greeting and 
serving guests for many years.

She is grandma to six grand-
children, who were often at 
her house for overnight visits 
and a time to entertain them. 
Her grandchildren are: Mark 
Randall, Johanna Randall, Jeff 
Randall, Tony Randall, Steph-
anie Mitchell and Diana Ran-
dall. Her great-grandchildren 
are: Riley Randall, Max Ran-
dall, Sydney Randall, Bailey 
Bonebrake, Jordyn Randall, 
Mackenzi Mitchell, Hannah 
Mitchell and Stattler Mitchell. 
And two great-great-grand-
children: Keegan Weaver and 
Waylan Bonebrake. 

She also has many niec-
es and nephews who always 
fondly referred to her as Aunt 
Marjorie, and they too were 
often overnight guests of hers.

CLASS OF ‘69 REUNION AT VFW AND AMERICAN LEGION

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris High School Class of 1969 recently held its 50th reunion October 11-12.  Activities included a tour of the new high school 
where classmates had their picture taken with the tiger which they donated to the school, along with the Booster Club.  The class 
also enjoyed a social hour at the Paris VFW on Friday night, dinner at the Paris American Legion and after dinner karaoke, a bonfire 
and dessert at Step Station on Saturday.  Classmates attending represented 12 states — Alaska, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Illi-
nois, Indiana, Missouri, Nevada, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon and Texas. Allen Bell traveled the farthest — from Alaska — to attend.

SAINT MARY OF THE WOODS ALUMNI MEET

Special to The Prairie Press

The East Central Illinois/West Central Indiana Saint Mary of the Woods Alumni Club met on Nov. 19 at The Covered Bridge Restau-
rant, Cayuga, Ind. Dottie King, President of SMWC, and Deb Lary shared pictures from a Viking Cruise alumni trip. King gave an 
update about the college and its future. The group meets again 5:30 p.m. Dec. 19 at the Hidden Garden Tea Room, Chrisman. More 
information is available by contacting Deb Lary, 217-918-1061 or Carole Yaw, 217-269-2470. Left to right, Lisa Ellis, Elaine Yaw, 
Cathy Taylor, Sara Moore, Carole Yaw, Sarah Mahady, Dottie King and Deb Lary.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 2318 met Tues-
day, Dec. 3, with 13 members 
weighing in and 11 members 
attending the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Sharon Phillips, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Carmen 
Minge, KOPS drawing win-
ner and KOPS best loser for 
November; Catherine Entri-
can, TOPS best loser for No-
vember; Sharon Phillips, top 
walker; and Verna Smith, top 
exerciser.

Kelly Tinsman’s program 
discussed evening snacking. 

TOPS #IL 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of The Prebyterian Church. 
Weigh-in is 5:45-6:50 p.m., 
and the meeting starts at 7 
p.m. For more information 
call 217-8098-0078 or 217-
822-0953.

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, Nov. 21, with 20 mem-
bers weighing in and 13 mem-
bers staying for the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Glenda Berry, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Janet Em-
bry, KOPS best loser, best 
walker and walking drawing 
winner; Jo Ellen Edmonds, 

special award for six-weeks 
loss; and Judy Toensing won 
the food chart drawing.

Members walked a total 
of 19 miles in the preceding 
week.       

The program was open dis-
cussion.

TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m.  

Visitors and new members 
are always welcome and more 
information is available by 
calling 251-5190.

TOPS groups meet in December

I forgot to mention that 
Dennis was a wimp. Any-
thing that resembled pain 
made him pucker up and 
drip tears. When he emerged 
from the ash pit dirtier than 
a coal miner, he told Coach 
Ed he was injured.

“I twisted my ankle,” he 
whined.

“Well, let’s get it wrapped,” 
said the coach, reaching into 
the first aid kit.

As Dennis lay on his back, 
extending an ankle, Coach 
Ed expertly wound tough 
athletic wrap around the up-
per ankle and then the foot.

“There, Dennis. You’re 
good as new. Now hustle 
over to the starting line. The 
440 is about to begin.”

Not long afterward, the 
starter’s pistol fired a blast. 
Coach Ed watched the run-
ners from the center of the 
football field where he could 
view the entire surrounding 
track and follow the race. He 
beamed with pride as Den-
nis ran around the first turn 

in third place, close to the 
first two competitors and 
ahead of another 10. Den-
nis was looking good. He 
always saved extra speed and 
strength for a late surge to 
the finish line.

But that didn’t happen to-
day. Dennis suddenly pulled 
up lame, hobbling off the 
track. He staggered toward 
Coach Ed, crying like a baby, 
wincing as if in terrible pain.

“You taped the wrong an-
kle,” he shouted disgustedly.  
“You taped the wrong ankle.”

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)
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Despite the horrors of slav-
ery, it was no easy decision to 
flee. Escaping often involved 
leaving behind family and 
heading into the complete un-
known, where harsh weather 
and lack of food might await. 

Then there was the constant 
threat of capture. So-called 
slave catchers and their dogs 
roamed both sides of the Ma-
son-Dixon line, nabbing run-
aways — and sometimes free 
blacks like Solomon Northup 
— and transporting them back 
to the plantation, where they 
were whipped, beaten, brand-
ed or killed. 

Yet those willing to brave the 
risks did have one main ally: 
the Underground Railroad, 
a vast, loosely organized net-
work of constantly-changing 

routes that guided slaves to 
freedom.

All told, in the decades pre-
ceding the Civil War, up to 
100,000 slaves escaped. Some 
went to Mexico or Span-
ish-controlled Florida or hid 
out in the wilderness. Most, 
though, traveled to the North-
ern free states or Canada. 

GETTING HELP
No matter how courageous 

or clever, few slaves threw off 
their shackles without at least 
some outside help. Assistance 
could be as slight as clandestine 
tips, passed by word of mouth, 
on how to get away and who 
to trust. The luckiest, however, 
followed so-called conductors, 
such as Harriet Tubman, who, 
after escaping slavery in 1849, 
devoted herself fully to the Un-
derground Railroad.

In about 13 trips back to the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland, 
where she was brutally mis-
treated as an enslaved child, 
Tubman rescued some 70 peo-
ple, mostly family and friends. 
Like her fellow conductors, 
Tubman cultivated a network 
of collaborators, including sta-
tionmasters, who stashed her 
charges in barns and other safe 
houses along the way.

Tubman knew the Mary-
land landscape inside and out, 
generally following the North 
Star or rivers that snaked north. 
She knew which authorities 
were susceptible to bribes. And 
she knew how to communicate 
— and gather intelligence — 
without being caught. 

She would, for example, sing 
certain songs, or mimic an owl, 
to signify when it was time to 
escape or when it was too dan-

gerous to come out of hiding. 
She also mailed coded letters 
and sent along messengers.

TIMING
Over the years, Tubman 

developed certain extra strat-
egies for keeping her pursuers 
at arm’s length. For one, she 
usually operated in winter, 
when longer nights allowed 
her to cover more ground. She 
also preferred leaving on Satur-
day, knowing that no runaway 
slave notices would appear in 
the newspaper until Monday 
(since there was no paper on 
Sunday.)

Tubman carried a pistol, 
both for protection and to in-
timidate those in her care who 
considered turning back. In ad-
dition, she brought drugs with 
her, using them when a baby’s 
cries threatened to give away 

her group’s position. “I never 
ran my train off the track,” Tub-
man later stated, “and I never 
lost a passenger.”

DISGUISES AND HIDING
To return again and again 

to Maryland, Tubman often 
relied on disguises, dressing 
as a man, an elderly woman, 
or a middle-class free black 
depending on the situation. 
Her fellow conductors made 
similar use of costumes. They 
might, for example, enter a 
plantation posing as a slave in 
order to round up a group of 
escapees. 

Conductors also needed dis-
guises, or at least nicer clothes, 
for the charges in their care: 
They couldn’t very well flee in 
tattered slave rags without at-
tracting unwanted attention.

Guide to escaping slavery
Escape strategies along the Underground Railroad included espionage, stealth, combat

See RAILROAD, Page 4B

TERRIFYING DAY IN AMERICAN HISTORY CAUGHT ON FILM

Special to the Prairie Press

In this Dec. 7, 1941, photo, smoke rises from the battleship USS Arizona as it sinks during a Japanese surprise attack on Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

Voters for the Virgin-
ia House of Burgesses in 
1758 had their choice of 
candidates. And one of 
them — a wealthy planter 
who had made his name in 
the French and Indian War 
— gave them their choice 
of alcohol, too. Candidate 
George Washington plied 
potential voters with 47 
gallons of beer, 35 gallons 
of wine, 2 gallons of cider, 
3 1/2 pints of brandy and a 
whopping 70 gallons of rum 
punch. He carried the elec-
tion with 310 votes. 

The future president 
wasn’t the only candidate 
who knew how to grease 
the wheels of the colonial 
electorate — and his voters 
weren’t the only colonists 
who knew how to party 
on election day. In the days 
before the American Rev-
olution, colonial elections 
were festive, even rowdy 
occasions. Elections were a 
chance to weigh in on im-
portant business, but they 
were also an opportunity to 
let loose and party. 

Colonists didn’t have 
as much leeway to choose 
their elected officials as U.S. 
citizens do today. But those 
who could vote — wealthy, 
landholding Protestant 
men, for the most part — 
did so in a much more inti-
mate fashion than modern 
voters. Voting happened in 
person, and didn’t always 
involve a ballot. Rather, men 
would travel from near and 
far to participate in voice 
votes affirming candidates 
for town and city govern-
ments, colonial legislatures 
and, in some colonies, gov-
ernors. 

It was a time before cam-
paign finance as we know it, 
and campaigns happened 
in person or by letter. Rich, 
landed voters might receive 
individual visits from the 
rich, landed men who could 
afford to run for office. 

For less wealthy voters, 
though, the action was on 
election day itself. 

“Prospective officehold-
ers were expected to be at 
the polls on election day 
and made a point to greet 
all voters. Failure to appear 
or to be civil to all could be 
disastrous,” wrote Ed Crews. 

In New York, for exam-
ple, candidates and their 
supporters rented out tav-
erns and held huge, boozy 
parties. Often, candidates 
took care of transportation, 
too—and the trips toward 
the polling place often took 
on the trappings of a row-
dy parade complete with 
brawls, taunts and delighted 
onlookers.

The parades were im-
promptu affairs that reflect-
ed the nature of colonial life. 
Colonial assembly elections 
brought men from near and 
far, but also attracted family 
members, who traveled with 
them to the colonial capital 
to see the festivities.

“It was customary for ev-
eryone present to adjourn 
to the nearest tavern where 
the winning candidate was 
expected to treat all the elec-
tors (regardless of how they 
had voted) to more drink 
and food,” said Varga.

Election 
Day used 
to be wild, 
boozy 
partytime

BY PHIL LUCIANO
(Peoria) Journal Star

HONEY BEND — Looking for a job 
and a future, Ken Potts saw little hope in 
Central Illinois.

Born and raised in tiny Honey Bend, 
Potts — like other teens on the brink of 
manhood — found few career opportu-
nities as the Great Depression contin-
ued to squeeze America. So, when he 
turned 18, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy. 
The move seemed sensible: not only did 
the service mean steady work, but the 
United States seemed unwilling to poke 
its nose into growing political unrest in 
Europe.

Potts found his naval assignment to 
his liking, as a coxswain stationed aboard 
the USS Arizona at Pearl Harbor, amid 
sunny skies and a picturesque ocean.

But, that serenity — as well as the Ar-
izona — suddenly exploded the morn-
ing of Dec. 7, 1941. The Japanese sneak 
attack took 2,403 American lives, nearly 
half of them — 1,177 sailors and Ma-
rines — aboard the Arizona, which sunk 
after a cataclysmic bombing.

Amid the greatest loss of life ever 
aboard a U.S. warship, just 335 from the 
Arizona survived, including Potts. Now 
98, he is one of only three remaining sur-
vivors of the warship. When Potts thinks 
back to the world-shaking chaos, confu-
sion and clamor — as well as the men he 
helped save and the bodies he recovered 
— he remains amazed at how quickly 
and brutally hellfire rained down on that 
terrible morning.

“It was unbelievable how it could hap-
pen,” Potts said. “It was turmoil.”

Potts was born in Honey Bend, a 

hamlet about 40 miles south of Spring-
field. The town consisted of about a 
dozen modest dwellings, a one-room 
schoolhouse, a post office and a general 
store. For the first 12 years of Potts’ life, 
his home had no electricity or indoor 
plumbing. But he remains wistful about 
a slice of yesteryear that, despite tough 
times, seemed a lot simpler.

“It’s a different world today, buddy,” 
Potts said. “There are a lot of things that 
are nicer now. But (life back then) was 
more honest. It was a nicer place to live.”

The schoolhouse offered classes 
through eighth grade. To attend high 
school, teens had to commute on foot to 
Litchfield. Potts declined.

“Hell, I’d would’ve had to walk 14 
miles a day,” he said.

But dropping out meant he had to find 
a job, which were scarce not just in Cen-
tral Illinois but across the country. Many 
bread-winners went to great lengths to 
support a family. Potts’ father worked for 
a radiator company in Springfield, where 
he lived in a cheap apartment weekdays 
and hitchhiked back and forth to home 
on weekends.

Potts considered farming, but the pay 
was a 50 cents a day, or $9 in today’s dol-
lars. For a while at age 17, he worked a 
Civilian Conservation Corps project 
near Congerville, more than 100 miles 
from home. But all the while, like many 
other young men, he eyed the only reli-
able employer: the service.

A military tour or two seemed safe 
enough, Potts said. Though winds of 
war were blowing in Europe, America 
seemed intent on isolationism. Besides, 
foreign news and politics rarely grabbed 

the attention of Potts and his pals.
“We weren’t concerned about the 

war,” he said. “Back in Honey Bend, we 
didn’t give a damn. No TV, no radio — 
we didn’t know what was going on.”

He wanted to join the Coast Guard, 
but its ranks were full. So when Potts 
turned 18 in 1939, he joined the Navy. 

In December 1939 — three months 
after Germany invaded Poland, trigger-
ing war in Europe — he sailed from San 
Pedro, Calif., aboard the USS Arizona, 
bound for Pearl Harbor. By 1941 at 
Pearl Harbor, he was a crane operator 

Arizona survivor recalls attack

Special to the Prairie Press

Ken Potts, a native of Honey Bend, Illi-
nois, was 18 when he enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy. He is one of only three remaining 
survivors of the USS Arizona that was 
attacked on Dec. 7, 1941, at Pearl Harbor. 
Source: Ken Potts

The wisdom we seek 
to emulate did not begin 
when mankind was born. 
It started 
at the 
beginning 
of time 
when an 
all-wise 
creator 
of the 
universe 
deemed 
it so. 

As 
mankind 
evolved, his thoughts and 
a sense of the right way 
to do things became im-
portant for survival. In the 
struggle to exist, people 
found happiness. 

Happiness is not a 
sometimes thing to be 
tossed about until we 
think we have found this 
special joyous secret. It 
doesn’t mean one has to 
go around smiling and 
laughing all the time as if 
living without a care in the 
world. It means we need 
to find joy that lasts in our 
hearts – the kind of joy 
that carries us when we 
have to be disciplined or 
discipline others. 

Is there a joy found 
when spanking your kids 
when they absolutely 
need it? Yes, there is that 
feeling of accomplishment 
felt when they finally get 
with the program. True 
wisdom comes from the 
knowledge the child will 
not be so self-centered 
and understand they look 
up to parents for guidance. 

Some day, that will reg-
ister in their minds when 
they have to discipline 
their kids. A bit of under-
standing about the trouble 
they were headed for was 
averted because the parent 
was just trying to help 
them be wiser about their 
choices. 

Another way of 
showing loving discipline 
is when an elder hugs a 
younger one and squeez-
ing the baddies out and 
hugging the goodies in. 
That requires two hugs 
and the hardest and 
most complete hug goes 
with the severity of the 
situation. 

Wisdom 
of ages

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM  
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4BSee POTTS, Page 3B
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Some sartorial efforts bor-
dered on genius. In Georgia, 
a light-skinned female slave 
posed as an injured white 
gentleman, with bandages on 
her face and her right arm in a 
sling, while her darker-skinned 
husband pretended to be un-
der her possession. Traveling 
openly by train and boat, they 
survived several close calls 
and ultimately made it to the 
North.

Frederick Douglass likewise 
escaped slavery hiding in plain 
sight. Boarding a train dressed 
as a sailor, he flashed a sailor’s 
protection pass, borrowed 
from an accomplice, to fool the 
conductor. “Had the conduc-
tor looked closely at the paper,” 
Douglass later wrote, “he could 
not have failed to discover that 
it called for a very different 
looking person from myself.” 

By contrast, other runaways 
took extreme measures to con-
ceal themselves. Desperate to 
avoid her master’s unwanted 
sexual advances, one slave hid 

for seven years in an attic crawl-
space. Another lodged himself 
inside a wooden crate and 
shipped himself from Rich-
mond, Virginia, to abolitionists 
in Philadelphia. 

CODES, SECRET PATHWAYS
The Underground Rail-

road scarcely existed in the 
Deep South, from which very 
few slaves escaped. Though 
pro-slavery sentiment wasn’t 
quite as strong in the Border 
States, those who abetted 
slaves there nonetheless faced 
the constant threat of being rat-
ted out by their neighbors and 
punished by the authorities.

They therefore took great 
pains to keep their operations 
secret, which they did, in part, 
by communicating in code. 
A stationmaster, for example, 
might receive a letter referring 
to incoming fugitives as bun-
dles of wood or a parcel. The 
words French leave indicated 
a sudden departure, whereas 
patter roller entailed a slave 
hunter.

On occasion, runaways 
might use a secret chamber or 

secret pathway, which came to 
epitomize the Underground 
Railroad in the popular imagi-
nation.

BUYING FREEDOM
For much of its length, 

though, the Underground 
Railroad operated openly and 
brazenly, despite the passage 
of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act, 
which mandated harsh punish-
ments for those found to have 
aided runaways. Some station-
masters claimed to have host-
ed thousands of fugitive slaves 
and very much publicized their 
actions. 

A former slave-turned-sta-
tionmaster in Syracuse, New 
York, even referred to himself 
in writing as the city’s keeper 
of the Underground Railroad 
depot.

Meanwhile, so-called stock-
holders raised money for the 
Underground Railroad, fund-
ing anti-slavery societies that 
provided ex-slaves with food, 
clothing, money, lodging and 
job-placement services. 

At times, abolitionists sim-
ply bought a slave’s freedom, as 

they did with Sojourner Truth. 
They also used the courts, su-
ing, for example, to secure the 
release of Truth’s five-year-old 
son. Additionally, they fought 
to change public opinion, fi-
nancing speeches by Truth 
and myriad other ex-slaves to 
bring the atrocities of bondage 
to light.

FIGHTING 
When all else failed, Under-

ground Railroad participants 
occasionally formed large 
groups to forcibly liberate fu-
gitive slaves from captivity and 
intimidate slave catchers into 
returning home empty-hand-
ed. Perhaps not surprisingly, 
John Brown was among those 
who favored brute force. 

Prior to his failed slave revolt 
in Harpers Ferry, Brown led 
a group of armed abolition-
ists into Missouri, where they 
rescued 11 slaves and killed a 
slave owner. Hotly pursued by 
pro-slavery forces, Brown took 
the fugitives on a 1,500-mile 
journey through several states, 
finally depositing them safely 
in Canada.
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on the Arizona.
“Anything that went onto 

that ship or came off, I had 
something to do with,” he said.

Potts spent Dec. 5 and 6 on 
liberty in nearby Honolulu. 
He headed back the morning 
of Dec. 7 during the 7 o’clock 
hour, returning to the ship with 
a load of fruit and expecting a 
quiet Sunday.

Instead, his world exploded.
At 7:55 a.m., a low whine in 

the air perked the ears of ser-
vice personnel. From Ford Is-
land in the harbor, a radioman 
sent out a Morse-code bulle-
tin: “AIR RAID ON PEARL 
HARBOR X THIS IS NOT A 
DRILL.”

The first of a swarm of Jap-
anese warplanes — eventu-
ally more than 350, in two 
waves — descended on Pearl 

Harbor. Explosions roared 
as bombs and torpedoes 
dropped from the sky while 
machine-gun fire strafed 
ships, with U.S. air-raid sirens 
screeching throughout the 
harbor.

Amid the tumult, the crew 
atop the Arizona scrambled to 
fire anti-aircraft guns. Mean-
time, one, two, three bombs 
struck and stunned the ship, 
rendering return fire minimal 
and ineffective. 

“We were just dead in the 
water,” Potts said.

On Battleship Row, Japanese 
torpedo planes blew holes in 
the Nevada, Utah, California, 
Maryland, West Virginia and 
Oklahoma, the latter of which 
quickly listed toward one side. 
As warship fuel poured into the 
harbor, an inferno erupted. 

“The whole place was on 
fire,” Potts said. “The water was 
burning because the oil was on 

Does that mean swatting 
leads to eventually hugging 
a little one? Yes, and it is 
administered at the same 
time as the paddling in a way 
for a parent to be loving a kid 

the best way he knows how. It 
is because we can understand 
how a little hurt can in the 
long run help the kid enjoy a 
happier life.

The wisdom of the ages 
is summed up by reading 
and understanding the Ten 
Commandments. We know 
we are on the right track if we 
live by them. We also need a 
savior to help steady us when 
we are weak and reward us 
with a smile from his heart to 
ours when we are strong. 

Several of the old philos-
ophers wrote and taught 
about wisdom, and I will 
paraphrase a couple of their 
observations. The idea of 
virtue doesn’t completely 
come with science, philoso-
phy and perfect knowledge. It 
is only a prelude to our senses 
as it affects the character of 
one who is truly wise and 
expresses it in a loving way. 
I would add wisdom has 

several relatives, which are 
intelligence, common sense 
and prudence. 

Socrates defined wisdom 
as, “understanding the limits 
of knowledge you have and 
to make no assumption of 
knowing anything more or 
less.” That quote makes me 
smile because humor is the 
paragon of wisdom in my 
book.

I think true wisdom means 
we have found the secret of 
happiness and share that with 
others. I am glad I found a 
person to share happiness 
with a long time ago, and she 
still squeezes the baddies out 
of me and the goodies in. She 
was not my mother, but she 
is my wife of 63 years, ain’t I 
lucky. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 
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fire.”
About 8:09 a.m., 14 min-

utes into the attack, a fourth 
bomb hit the Arizona, with 
devastating finality. Dropped 
from a high-altitude plane, the 
armor-piercing bomb blasted 
through the forward deck, ig-
niting a million pounds of gun-
powder and sparking a massive 
fireball shooting flames 500 
feet high.

“When it blew up, people 
say, it lifted up the Arizona,” 
Potts said.

By some accounts, the mas-
sive ship jumped up as much 
as 20 feet. Minutes later and 
mortally wounded, the Arizo-
na began to sink. Below deck, 
multitudes of sailors and Ma-
rines were trapped, accounting 
for most of the ship's 1,177 fa-
talities.

Up top, Potts and others 
abandoned ship in transport 
craft. Sliding through the flam-
ing harbor, Potts and other 
crewmen pulled men from 
the water and headed to Ford 
Island. There, they regrouped 
as the attack raged 90 hellish 
minutes.

Later, Potts was assigned 

with five others to the grim 
task of pulling bodies from the 
Arizona. They looked for sur-
vivors, but found only bodies.

“That," he said with a sigh, 
"was a hell of a job."

After the clamor at Pearl 
Harbor subsided, Potts was 
assigned to the port director’s 
office. He delivered classified 
information to captains of 

ships, a job he held until he 
was discharged at the war’s 
end, in 1945.

Back in the States, he 
worked for a while in Deca-
tur as a carpenter. Eventually, 
seeking new surroundings, he 
headed west. He’d heard Utah 
offered plenty of jobs, so he 
stopped there and caught on 
as a car salesman. He settled 

in Provo, where he and wife 
Doris have lived in the same 
house for 54 years.

The Arizona remains sunk-
en in Pearl Harbor, the final 
resting place for more than 
1,100 of its crew. The USS 
Arizona Memorial straddles 
above the sunken hull of the 
battleship. Reunions of ship-
mates have grown tiny: two 
survivors died in the summer, 
leaving Potts just one of three 
remaining. Though he has vis-
ited the site on previous Dec. 
7 anniversaries, leg trouble 
will keep him home this year.

He otherwise is in good 
health, and recently renewed 
his driver's license. He mus-
es about making a long road 
trip next spring to visit his 
hometown. Over the decades, 
Honey Bend has become 
even smaller. Though a camp-
ground there is popular, the 
community consists of just a 
few houses and no commerce. 
Potts has not been back there 
in decades, but he'd like to 
take a glimpse come spring.

"If my legs get better by 
then," he said with a chuckle, 
"I'm going to get back there."

Special to the Prairie Press

Declaring Japan guilty of a dastardly unprovoked attack, Pres-
ident Franklin D. Roosevelt asked Congress to declare war, Dec. 
8, 1941. Listening are Vice President Henry Wallace, left, and 
House Speaker Sam Rayburn.
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New attitude about death is born
Focusing end-of-life care on the individual, death doulas guide the way for those confronting their death
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SANTA MONICA, Calif. 
— Every few weeks, a small 
group in Santa Monica gathers 
to watch a movie about death.

Sometimes the group 
watches documentaries like 
“Griefwalker,” which explores 
the phobia around death. Oth-
er times the films are lighter, 
like Disney Pixar’s “Coco.”

After the screening, the five 
to ten viewers, connected by 
their shared interest in death, 
dying and grief, sit, share 
snacks and discuss mortality.

The films almost always pro-
voke meaningful discussions, 
said Patricia Jauchler, director 
of On  Bright Wings, a social 
service agency that provides 
end-of-life guidance and sup-
port.

“People have so much to say 
about the subject, and they are 

just not allowed to talk,” she 
said. “Once you give them per-
mission, then they are off and 
running.”

Jauchler is one of a growing 
number of death doulas pro-
viding both spiritual guidance 
and logistical support for those 
at the end of life. The name is 
an adaptation from the more 
commonly known birth dou-
la profession — rather than 
facilitating birth, death doulas 
support a person whose life is 
coming to a close.

Often doulas like Jauchler 
are trained in end-of-life plan-
ning and work with clients, 
many of whom are sick or dy-
ing, on their advanced direc-
tives and living wills.

The occupation has existed 
in various forms for centuries, 
but it is undergoing a renais-
sance, in part due to an aging 
baby boomer generation that 

has eschewed religion but still 
wants sanctity around death.

“The scene of death is sacred 
space,” Henry Fersko-Weiss, 
one of the founders of the 
modern death doula move-
ment, told The New York 
Times in 2006. “The doula’s 
job is to protect it.”

Modern death doulas can 
be traced back to 2003, when 
Fersko-Weiss, who was then in 
charge of counseling services 
at a hospice in New York City, 
felt the hospice movement had 
lost its focus on the human side 
of death.

“Death has become hy-
per-medicalized, the human 
has been removed from the 
process,” Fersko-Weiss said in 
the interview.

He eventually founded the 
International End of Life Dou-
la Association, or INELDA, in 
2015. INELDA offers certifica-

tion programs for death dou-
las. Other organizations, like 
The University of Vermont and 
the Conscious Dying Institute, 
have also created death doula 
training programs.

As the client approaches 
death, a doula’s role becomes 
more spiritually focused.

“I’m doing whatever the dy-
ing person wanted,” said Alua 
Arthur, founder of Going With 
Grace. “I’m singing or we are 
reading passages. Or sitting in 
silence. Sometimes I facilitate 
a ritual.”

Doulas are not bound by any 
specific religious practices.

“I’ve read the Bible, the Qu-
ran, I work with chevra kadisha 
in the Jewish tradition,” said 
Arthur. “I help the people that 
just want to close the chakras 
after death. I try to keep my 
personal spiritual beliefs out 
of it.”

Baby boomers have helped 
drive the increase in death 
doulas.

While many have drifted 
away from the religiosity of 
their parents’ generations, 
some are opening up to spiritu-
ality, if not religion.

A study released last year 
by the University of Southern 
California’s Edward R. Roybal 
Institute on Aging, reported 
that one in five of the 599 baby 
boomers in the study had in-
creased their religious or spiri-
tual activities as they aged.

“Many people become more 
engaged in religion and more 
involved in religious activi-
ties as they approach the end 
of life,” USC professor Vern 
Bengtson said in a news release 
about the study.

Arlene Stepputat, a Santa 
Barbara-based death doula 
and baby boomer, calls death 

the last bastion for her genera-
tion. “We have been changing 
things all along, and now we 
are changing death, too, be-
cause now it is us.”

Stepputat, the founder of 
Dying in Grace, a doula ser-
vice, sees the trend toward 
doulas as a marker of the infor-
mation age.

“People have more access to 
information about death and 
want a more personalized ex-
perience with dying,” she said.

The Rev. Olivia Bareham, an 
inter-faith minister and death 
midwife, teaches courses on 
end-of-life care. She sees peo-
ple of all ages taking a keen in-
terest in death.

“There are 22-year-olds, 
28-year-olds and 80-year-olds; 
the ages are across the board,” 
said Bareham, the founder of 
Sacred Crossings Institute for 
Conscious Dying.

Some 78 years ago on 
Dec. 7, 1941, an unpro-
voked atrocity shocked 

America.   
I m p e -

rial Japan, 
part of an 
evil triad 
of nations 
called the 
Axis, at-
tacked our 
anchored 
P a c i f i c 
fleet at 
Pearl Har-

bor, Hawaii. Without warn-
ing, 353 Japanese aircraft 
(fighters and dive/torpedo 
bombers) struck our na-
val base at 7:48 a.m. local 
time on a Sunday morning, 
while the vast majority of 
sailors and personnel were 
still in their quarters enjoy-
ing a leisurely weekend. The 
dastardly deed resulted in 
all eight anchored battle-
ships being damaged with 
the U.S.S. Arizona sinking 
to the bottom. Also three 
cruisers, three destroyers, 
one minelayer and one 
training ship were sunk or 
destroyed.  

America lost 188 aircraft, 
which could be replaced; 
but 2,403 Americans were 
killed (1,102 entombed in 
the sunken Arizona) that 
could never be. Add to that 
the destruction of facilities 
and properties along with 
hundreds and hundreds of 
casualties against only min-
imal Japanese loss. Small 
wonder the Empire of the 
Rising Sun thought it had 
given a crippling blow to 
America.  

The day following the 
sneak attack, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who 
addressed live the assem-
bled Congress, was heard 
by the largest radio audi-
ence of all time, calling it, "a 
date which will live in infa-
my.” The president didn’t 
want to dishonor a Sunday, 
but he wanted to make sure 
the date of Dec. 7, 1941 was 
never forgotten. An hour 
after his speech, Congress 
declared war on Japan and 
ultimately against the Axis 
powers of Germany and 
Italy.

A few in the Japanese 
military elite, who were ed-
ucated in the U.S.A. knew 
of America’s spirit, and they 
feared Japan in its arrogant 
preemptive strike awoke 
the sleeping giant. They did 
just that and after several 
years of horrible warfare, 
America decisively and 
completely conquered the 
Empire, forcing an official 
surrender signed appropri-
ately aboard a battleship, 
the U.S.S. Missouri. 

As America roused from 
slumber and entered World 
War II, the balance of pow-
er changed, the resolve of 
the Allies was undergirded 
and evil was pushed back 
into the pit from which it 
came.  We must not forget 
how desperately wicked 

A Date of 
Infamy

JACK
HOFFMAN
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 6B

NEW WINDOWS AT CHOICES PREGNANCY AND HEALTH

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Director Sue Sheeran stands next to one of Choices’ new windows. Deterioration in the old windows led to an urgent search 
for replacements. Sheeran says she is incredibly grateful to the Archdiocese of Springfield and all of the Paris individuals, 
churches and businesses who came together to help.   

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
Samantha@prairiepress.net

Choices Pregnancy and Health cen-
ter had a serious problem. The non-
profit’s windows were falling to pieces 
and it did not have funds to spare for 
replacements.

Thankfully, the organization was 
not alone. 

“The generosity of our community 
exceeds the neediness,” said Choices 
director Sue Sheeran, who has seen 
what communities in action can do. 
Thus, presenting the need for new 
windows to the community was ex-
actly what Choices did. Soon church-
es and businesses across Illinois were 
rallying to donate money and time to 
get Choices’ windows replaced so it 
could keep serving the community. 
To God and all who helped, Sheeran 
is grateful.

“You can’t outdo God’s generosity,” 
she said. “So, when the need was pre-
sented to the community, doors just 
opened.”

Replacing the 16 decaying windows 
was no small feat. First estimated at 
$7,000, the cost later grew to $9,000. 
There was also concern removing the 
old windows would make the struc-
ture collapse. Nevertheless, both the 
Paris and extended Illinois communi-
ty stepped up to the challenge.

Grace Lutheran Church of Paris 
showed initial interest in donating. 
Members raised $2,000 during a Triv-
ia Night in February, and afterwards 
anonymous donations continued to 
arrive in the mailbox. Max Trotter, a 
Grace Lutheran member and retired 
Simonton truck driver, also put Sheer-
an in touch with Simonton Windows, 
and the local manufacturer agreed to 
donate the new windows.

Next, Sheeran applied for the Cam-
paign for Justice and Hope Grant from 
the Archdiocese of Springfield, whom 
she had previously worked with for 
prayer blankets and a clothing min-
istry. She knew the archdiocese was 
devoted to addressing both physical 
and spiritual poverty just like Choices 
does, making them a good fit for aid. 

In the application, Sheeran ex-
plained, “Paris’ Choices Pregnancy 
and Health stands at the crossroads 
where physical and spiritual poverty 

converge within the community…
The significance of maintaining the 
physical structure of Choices ministry 
finds justification when the building, 
including windows, is viewed as the 
physical space for the embodiment or 
expression of grace.”

Sure enough, Choices won the 
grant. 

Quality First Construction was the 
last piece of the puzzle. After estimat-
ing the costs at $7,000, additional 
inspection discovered damage to the 
structure around the windows would 
raise the price far beyond what was 
planned. Eric and Greg Morgan, who 
operate the company, decided to ab-
sorb a percentage of the unexpected 
costs for Choices. 

“I just can’t say enough about them,” 
said Sheeran.

The entire process took almost a 
year to complete and complications 
were stressful. Sheeran is grateful to 
Pastor Rick Cook of Horace Baptist 
Church and his parishioners for the 
spiritual and emotional support they 
provided. 

When applying for the Hope and 
Justice grant, Sheeran named the ren-
ovation “Windows of Grace.” It de-

scribed God’s grace shining through 
Choices to benefit vulnerable people, 
the building becomes a physical space 
of peace and provision within the com-
munity. The name also described the 
process from another point of view, 
one of God using broken windows as a 
chance to show his own grace. 

Choices Pregnancy & Health serves 
the Paris area by providing pregnancy 
tests, counseling, classes and supplies 
to mothers and mothers-to-be. Paris 
has a deep need in this area since 62 
percent of the Paris 95 school district’s 
families are low-income or in poverty, 
and many of the center’s clients are 
additionally struggling with addiction 
or simply feeling lost. Thus, Choices’ 
mission is greater than providing ma-
terially – the organization is devoted 
to showing God’s love through indi-
vidual relationships.

“Our door is always open to you,” 
Sheeran says.

Choices Pregnancy and Health is lo-
cated at 210 N. High Street, Paris, and 
is are open from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon-
day-Thursday. For more information 
about Choices’ services, call the office 
during business hours at 217-463-
7800 or visit choices4pregnancy.com.

Community’s support shines

Sue Sheeran/Special to the Prairie Press

Quality First Construction installed Choices Pregnancy Center’s new windows. 
When it became apparent the state of old windows would raise replacement costs 
beyond the $7,000 estimate, Quality First Construction generously absorbed a 
percentage of those costs.

Was Fred Rogers the 
Messiah? The question 
seems blasphemous.

B u t 
the idea 
cer tainly 
must be 
in many 
p e o p l e ’s 
m i n d s 
as they 
e m e r g e 
from the 
movie the-
ater after 
seeing “A 
Beautiful 
Day in The Neighbor-
hood.”

The film stars Tom 
Hanks as Fred Rogers, aka 
Mister Rogers, the iconic 
children’s television show 
host. It tells the story of 
Rogers’ relationship with 
a journalist who writes for 
Esquire magazine, based 
on the real-life writer Tom 
Junod but called Lloyd 
Vogel in the film. Rogers 
helps the journalist to re-
pair his relationship with 
his estranged father and to 
become a better husband 
and father himself. 

Tom Hanks is excellent 
as Rogers. A friend re-
marked to me that Hanks 
might have been a better 
Fred Rogers than even 
Fred Rogers. When you 
consider that Rogers was 
one of the most beloved 
figures in the American en-
tertainment world — and 
that not a few people con-
sider Tom Hanks to be one 
of the nicest people in that 
world — it works.

Some moviegoers also 
had some trouble with 
Hanks’ otherwise splen-
did rendition of Rogers. 
Hanks/Rogers has a way 
of transfixing Lloyd with 
a particularly intense gaze, 
as if using a pastoral laser 
beam to cut away layers of 
the other person. The in-
tention is to achieve spiri-
tual intimacy. But to some, 
it felt invasive and a little 
creepy.

As the film certainly 
does: Rogers was an or-
dained Presbyterian min-
ister. The film shows him 
studying the Bible. It failed 
to make clear that “Mister 
Rogers’ Neighborhood” 
was Rogers’ ministry; the 
families of America, his 
congregation.

His was a religious mes-
sage, without theology. It 
was a Christianity without 
Christ.

Rogers walked the walk 
and talked the talk — and 
that walk/talk reached 
across religious and nonre-
ligious boundaries.

Consider a short list of 
the Jewish values Rogers 
— who, by the way, once 
uttered the term tikkun 
olam, repairing the world 
— walked and talked.
Hesed — pure, cov-

enantal, un-erotic love. 

Examining 
the path of 
Mr. Rogers

JEFFREY
SALKIN
GUEST  
COLUMN

See SALKIN, Page 6B
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TO THE SHOW
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HARLAN HALL
in Marshall, IL
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213 W. Blackburn St.
Chili Cook-off, Silent Auction, 
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Bazaar

Hesed translates as mercy, 
compassion, grace and it is an 
essential part of Judaism. It is 
an aspect of the divine per-
sonality. That godly love finds 
its ideal expression in gemilut 
hasadim — acts of loving kind-
ness — which help the recipi-
ent with his or her needs, and 
helps the giver become more 
loving. Everyone wins. 

Tzelem elohim — seeing 
people as being made in God’s 
image. That was Rogers. Per-
haps it was the secret behind 
his penetrative gaze. Perhaps 
that was the secret behind his 
comfort with silence. There is a 
long moment of silence in the 
film, made even more unset-
tling and extraordinary when 
you realize there is rarely si-
lence in films, and even less so 
in life itself.

Perhaps the gaze was not in-

SALKIN
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mankind is in pursuit for pow-
er, how cruel and calloused 
nations and leaders become in 
order to promote their ideals or 
how easily indifferent humans 
become willing to commit 
atrocities in the name of dogma 
or their god.

Christmas has become a sea-
son of giving, love, family and 
feel-good stories prompted by 
the miraculous birth of the in-
nocent babe in the manager in 
Bethlehem. Promise morphed 
into reality, hope was fleshed 
out in a stable and we were the 
winners.  

Darkness was dispelled by 
light, uncertainty was eradi-
cated by his humanity, despair 
eliminated by the incarnation 
of God’s perfect wisdom from 
above. The Christ Child be-
came the lodestone of every-
thing holy and right with God’s 
benevolence.  

Mankind didn’t earn his visit 
to Earth. He came willingly of 
his own volition for our benefit 
and salvation. Unmoved in our 
depravity, we treated him with 
disrespect, yet he responded 
with kindness. We lied about 
his mother and said he was 
illegitimate and he simply, lov-
ingly kept on reaching out to 
his skeptics and detractors. We 

PASTOR
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Sonshine Puppeteers 
present the 17th annual 
Christmas musical 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 15 at The Pres-
byterian Church of Paris, 241 
W. Court Street.

This year’s musical is 
“Waiting for Christmas: 
Celebrating the Heart of the 
Season,” arranged and or-
chestrated by Marty Parks. 
It contains both familiar and 
catchy, new songs as well as 
lyrically beautiful songs.

The musical has two pup-
pet narrators: one an adult 
male who tells the story and 
the other a young girl, Sarah 
Beth, who relives the story 
through the reading of her 
Christmas letter to her Nana 
long ago. The remaining 
puppets make up the choir; 
together, with the audience, 
they are waiting for Christ-
mas as Sarah Beth did many 

years ago.
Puppeteers present the 

musical using arm-rod 18-
inch puppets dressed in 

modern Christmas attire. 
Providing the all-import-
ant background are the 
propateers with beautifully 

hand-created props behind 
the tiered stage of royal blue 
curtains with white and silver 
stars and with the hanging 
logo banner of the Sonshine 
Puppeteers. 

Director Barbara Bergdolt 
stresses the puppet musical 
is not only for children, not-
ing people of all ages will love 
the performance. She adds 
participants are teenagers 
through senior citizens. She 
also stated the early after-
noon performance allows for 
young children to attend.

No tickets are required 
in advance for the musical, 
but a free-will offering will 
be taken. Those attending 
are invited to stay for light 
refreshments following the 
program, which is less than 
an hour long. 

For more information, 
contact Bergdolt at 217-465-
4680 or the church office at 
217-465-5118.

Puppeteers presenting annual Christmas musical  

Special to The Prairie Press

Members of the Sonshine Puppeteers are set to perform the 
annual musical, 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15, at The Presbyterian 
Church, 241 W. Court Street. Pictured above are team members 
displaying some of the puppets and props to be used. Front 
row, left to right, Mellie McCollough, Liz Gough, Vicky Jewell, 
Kenisha Davis and the Rev. Laurie Williams; back row, left to 
right, Autumn Lewis, the Rev. Rodger Allen and Tom Hebermehl. 
Not pictured are team members Barbara Bergdolt, Susan Farris, 
Michael Jewell and Annie Proffitt and audio-lighting operators 
Steve Kile and Lisa McCollough.

reveled in our barbarism while 
he taught us to turn the other 
check and even to give support 
to our enemies. 

Which brings us to this 
truism: The date of infamy 
created by the surprise attack 
upon America is a reminder 
that mankind is inherently 
depraved to our core. But the 
absolutely worst infamous date 
in history was the day that man-
kind as a whole rejected God’s 
love and offer of eternal peace 
and heaven by crucifying the 
Savior upon a cross. Yet, he 
loves us still.  

We need redemption, con-
version and the love of God 
within us. Jesus Christ makes 

the difference in each individ-
ual that believes in him on how 
we live our lives, how we truly 
love even those who treat us 
shabbily and because of his res-
urrection, where we will spend 
eternity.  The shepherds joined 
the angelic chorus that night 
in Bethlehem, “Glory to God 
in the highest and on Earth 
peace and good will to men.” 
Are readers ready to join the 
chorus?

(Pastor Jack D. Hoffman is 
the senior pastor at Cornerstone 
Baptist Church in Paris. Email 
him at jillandjack1971@gmail.
com. Pastor’s Perspective is pro-
vided by the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

GRACE NOTES

DEC. 8 DEATH PENALTY 
CONVOCATION
The Sisters of Providence of 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind., 
along with Terre Haute Death 
Penalty Resistance and Death 
Penalty Action will host a con-
vocation focusing on the death 
penalty at 1 p.m. Sunday at Hell-
mann Hall, St. Benedict Church, 
111 S. 9th St., Terre Haute. 
Doors will open at noon for the 
International Human Rights 
Day Death Penalty Convocation, 
and speaking engagements will 
begin at 1 p.m. (EST) Speakers 
will include Sisters of Provi-
dence Sister Barbara Battista, 
Death Penalty Action’s Abraham 
Bonowitz, author Chris Brown, 
Indiana Abolition coalition mem-
ber Karen Burkhart, Journey of 
Hope ... From Violence to Healing 
founder Bill Pelke, as well as 
others, including family mem-
bers of Rodney Reed, who was 
to be executed in Texas earlier 
this year before the Texas Court 
of Criminal Appeals stayed the 
execution. A press conference 
will take place at 5:15 p.m., (EST) 
followed by a march and vigil to 
the Southern District of Indiana 
Federal Courthouse in Terre 
Haute. Food and fellowship will 

be offered at the church at 7 
p.m. (EST).

DEC. 14 ST. MARY’S COOKIES
The Altar Society of St Mary’s 
Catholic Church’s annual 
cookie sale is 1-3 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 14, in the church 
gathering space. A wide va-
riety of yummy home-made 
cookies will be available for 
the holidays. A baker’s dozen 
of 13 cookies is $6. 

DEC. 15  PRAISE CONCERT
Elevate Praise in Martinsville 
is hosting the band Cloverton 
6 p.m. Dec. 15 at Martinsville 
High School as part of A 
Cloverton Christmas Tour. 
The opening act is vocalist 
Leanna Crawford. The concert 
is free, but seating is limited 
so tickets are required for ad-
mission. Tickets are available 
by emailing mville62442@
gmail.com.

DEC. 17  CHRISTMAS LUNCH
The Christian Women’s 
Connection of Terre Haute 
Christmas Luncheon is 
11 a.m. Dec. 17 in the MCL 
Meeting Room, Meadows 
Shopping Center.

vasive. It was the gaze of imag-
ining the other to be a pixel of 
God’s face.

Perhaps the silence was 
not uncomfortable. It was the 
silence of hearing the other 
person as if that person’s own 
presence was the voice of God.

Perhaps it was what theolo-
gian Martin Buber called the 
I-Thou relationship — that 
moment of utter openness, 
that moment of being in con-
nection with someone when 
God’s presence is truly felt.
Teshuvah — repentance, 

return. That was Rogers’ proj-
ect, to help Lloyd and his father 
make teshuvah with each oth-
er. Film fans won’t likely see an 
example of cinematic teshuvah 
as powerful as this one.
Tocho kevoro — when 

the inside person matches the 
outside person. The idea origi-
nates in a charming insight into 
the design of the ark in the an-
cient sanctuary. It had gold on 
the outside as well as on the in-
side — to teach that our outer 
self and our inner self must be 
in sync with each other.

Roger’s wife, Joanne, said, 
both in the film and in real life, 
“Fred is no saint.”

Probably not. But, has any-
one come even that close?

Which brings me to the 
question: Why?

Why has there been such 
a sudden explosion of Rog-
ers-mania? How did this unas-
suming, gentle soul become a 
posthumous cultural hero?

Look at the world — soul-
sick to death of political lead-
ers and clergy who abuse their 
spiritual power. 

For better or worse, Rogers 
is who we want our clergy to be 
like: loving and, when neces-
sary (as when Rogers stood up 
to Rhode Island Sen. John Pa-
store, 50 years ago, and fought 
for PBS funding), morally un-
compromising.

No, Rogers was not the mes-
siah.

But, at the very least, he 
might have been one of the 36 
hidden righteous ones upon 
whose existence the fate of the 
world depends.

The memory of Rogers is 
more than a blessing; it is a 
goad.

(Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin serves 
as the senior rabbi of Temple 
Solel in Hollywood, Fla., and an 
author.)
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The one thing we know 
about health care in the 2020 
Democratic presidential pri-
mary race is that it’s a top issue 
for voters.

The latest tracking poll from 
the Kaiser Family Foundation 
found 24 percent of Demo-
crats and Democratic-leaning 
independents said they want 
to hear the candidates discuss 
health care. That’s twice the 
total for the next top issue, cli-
mate change; and four times 
the total for immigration, the 
No. 3 issue. Kaiser Health 
News is an editorially indepen-
dent program of the founda-
tion.

The big question, though, 
is whether that interest will 
reward a candidate who backs 
a sweeping, Medicare for All-
type plan, or a more modest 
plan like a public option, in 

which a person can voluntarily 
join a government health insur-
ance plan.

Polling doesn’t make that 
clear. On the one hand, Dem-
ocrats and Democratic-leaning 
respondents in the KFF poll 
say when it comes to health 
care, the candidate they trust 
most is Sen. Bernie Sanders of 
Vermont, who initially pushed 
a Medicare for All plan.

Yet, those same people say 
they prefer a public option 
of the sort supported by for-
mer Vice President Joe Biden 
to Sanders’ Medicare for All 
plan. That bears out in a sepa-
rate Quinnipiac poll released 
last week, in which 36 percent 
of respondents say Medicare 
for All is a good idea while 52 
percent say it is a bad idea. An 
NBC/Wall Street Journal poll 
from September found similar 
results: 67 percent of respon-
dents said they would support 

allowing people under age 65 
to buy their health coverage 
through the Medicare pro-
gram, while only 41 percent 
favored adopting Medicare for 
All, a single payer health care 
system in which private health 
insurance would be eliminated.

So, what the candidates now 
face is a question of strategy 
and tactics. Sanders remains 
all-in on Medicare-for-All. 

“I wrote the damn bill,” he 
keeps reminding reporters. 

Biden and the rising-in-the-
polls Pete Buttigieg, the mayor 
of South Bend, Ind., are firmly 
in favor of a more moderate 
approach. 

“We take a version of Medi-
care. We let you access it if you 
want to. And if you prefer to 
stay on your private plan, you 
can do that, too,” Buttigieg said 
at the Democrats’ October de-
bate. “That is what most Amer-
icans want.”

Sen. Elizabeth Warren of 
Massachusetts looks like she 
is trying to have it both ways. 
She has unveiled a far more 
detailed version of Medicare 
for All than Sanders or other 
backers of the concept in Con-
gress. And her campaign has 
unveiled a first-term health 
plan that could be implement-
ed quickly, moving to a broad-
er Medicare for All system 
later in her first term. Warren’s 
transitional plan is more ex-
pansive than either Biden’s or 
Buttigieg’s plan.

Who’s right? There’s no 
good way to tell until voters go 
to the polls. But it might sur-
prise people that the last time 
a health overhaul was a major 
issue in the Democratic pres-
idential primary race in 2008  
it wasn’t the candidate with 
the most sweeping plan who 
emerged as the winner.

Then-Sen. Hillary Clinton 

had a more sweeping plan for 
health care than her Senate 
colleague Barack Obama did. 
Clinton called for a cap on out-
of-pocket medical expenses, 
and an individual mandate, the 
requirement that people either 
prove they have coverage or 
pay a fine. 

Obama resisted many of 
those specifics, particularly the 
mandate. 

“In order for you to force 
people to get health insurance, 
you’ve got to have a very harsh 
stiff penalty,” he said at a debate 
in February 2008. Eventually 
he called for a mandate that 
all children have coverage. 
Obama did not fully embrace 
the mandate that became part 
of the Affordable Care Act un-
til mid-2009, during the con-
gressional debate.

But Democratic primary 
voters have moved significant-
ly to the left since 2008, Medi-

care for All proponents say.
That is clearly the case. But if 

Democrats are to keep control 
of the House of Representa-
tives, they will need to keep 
the loyalty of those indepen-
dent voters in districts that 
are far more moderate than 
those represented by left-lean-
ing lawmakers like Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) and 
Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.), who 
are pressing for major chang-
es including the passage of a 
Medicare for All plan.

The key to all this, of course, 
is threading the political nee-
dle in a way that keeps the 
enthusiasm of the Demo-
crats’ Medicare for All base, 
while not scaring away voters 
in swing areas who fear such 
major changes. So far, not one 
of the presidential candidates 
has found that perfect spot. 
The one who does could well 
be the next president.

Candidates betting big on health
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During a recent Democratic presiden-
tial debate, candidates touched on Medi-
care for All, Medicare for all who want it 
and other ways to reform the American 
health system.

But in the backdrop, it’s once again 
Obamacare sign-up season.

Despite repeated efforts by Republi-
cans in Congress to undo the Affordable 
Care Act, the controversial law’s seventh 
open-enrollment period launched Nov. 
1 to relatively little fanfare. It ends Dec. 
15.

Individual plans for 2020 are cheap-
er — premiums are lower, on average, 
and in some areas people who qualify 
for government subsidies could end up 
with no monthly payment. Meanwhile, a 
pending court case threatens to overturn 
the entire law, with no clear replacement 
plan in the works. All these factors have 
combined to create a cloud of confusion 
and misunderstanding — some even say 
misinformation — about the availability 
of this health coverage.

Here’s what consumers need to know.
The Affordable Care Act is still the law 

of the land.
The GOP-led Congress gutted a key 

part of the law — the penalty for the 
individual mandate — that required 
everyone to have coverage. But other 
key tenets of the ACA remain in place, 
including the individual marketplace 
it created where people can shop for 
health coverage.

Consumers might not hear much 
about that. The Trump administration 
has dramatically scaled back its outreach 

and marketing budget for the 2020 
open-enrollment season — allotting 
about $10 million for such efforts, com-
pared with the more than $100 million 
the Obama administration spent.

Lack of outreach, combined with 
Republican efforts to overturn or un-
dermine the law, could give consumers 
a wrong impression, said Katie Keith, a 
health policy consultant who frequently 
writes about the health law.

So far, about 930,000 people have 
signed up for coverage. That’s still slight-
ly lower than where things were last year 
— and first-day website glitches may 
have played a role, suggested Sabrina 

Corlette, a research professor at George-
town University’s Center on Health In-
surance Reforms.

“The irony is, things are really stable, 
and depending on your state, you can 
really save,” Keith said. “Without adver-
tising and information, folks are going to 
miss out on the deals they could get.”

People can get a cheaper plan this year, 
but it will probably require a bit of work.

Those deals can be pretty significant. 
On average, premiums are down 4 
percent nationally over last year for sil-
ver-level plans sold through the federal 
marketplace. In some states, they’re even 

Obamacare season is here
Despite GOP animosity 
Obamacare is still the law

While Christmas is 
hailed as the most won-
derful time of the year, 

that isn't 
always the 
case for 
everyone.  

The hol-
idays are 
filled with 
stress-
ors like 
financial 
struggles, 
grief for 
lost loved 

ones, family drama, travel, 
the time crunch and in-
creasing expectations for 
pulling off the picture per-
fect Christmas experience. 
No one is immune, but 
there are things we can do 
to minimize the stress and 
truly enjoy the holidays. 
With a little planning, one 
can survive this holiday 
season.

Some signs to watch for 
that may signal someone is 
stressed out include:
Difficulty concen-

trating
Using poor judgment
Muscle tension
Fatigue
Difficulty sleeping
Headaches
Feeling out of control
Feeling nervous or 

anxious
Feeling hopeless
Feeling angry or 

acting aggressively
Excessive substance 

use
Usually one person in 

the family has the major 
responsibility for the 
holiday celebration, and 
all benefit when that one 
person takes time to care 
for self. For some, this may 
feel selfish, but no one 
can give when their tank 
is empty. Some tips for 
taking care of self include:
Be grateful. When 

thoughts turn toward neg-
ativity, search for things 
for which to be thankful. 
Instead of complaining 
about the holiday work 
party, be grateful to have 
a job. Volunteering at 

Self-care 
through 
the busy 
holidays

ALISON
WILLIAMS
BEE 
WELL

See BEE WELL, Page 8B See OBAMACARE, Page 8B
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The influenza virus, bet-
ter known as the flu, has ac-
counted for 12,000-61,000 
deaths every year since 2010 
in the United States, with an 
annual economic burden 
of $87.1 billion, according 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

The introduction of the 
flu vaccine has greatly im-
proved infection and mor-
bidity rates. However, there 
is still currently no cure for 
the illness.

Healthcare professionals 
and scientists alike are con-
tinuing the search for novel 
therapeutics to combat the 
flu, yet the key may lie with-
in the body's own immune 
system. Moreover, it may be 
activated by the keto diet.

Following the keto diet 
involves eating foods that are 
high in fat and low in carbo-
hydrates. Meals tend to con-
sist of a variety of meat, fish, 
poultry and non-starchy 
vegetables.

According to the findings 
of a new study, appearing in 
the journal “Science Immu-
nology” when mice fed a 
keto diet were injected with 
the flu virus, their survival 
rates were much higher than 
those of mice fed a diet high 
in carbohydrates.

The main reason for this, 
the researchers believe, 
is that a keto diet blocks 
the formation of inflam-
masomes, which are multi-
unit protein complexes the 
immune system activates.

Inflammasomes can also 
cause harmful immune sys-
tem responses in the host. 
This triggers the release of 
gamma delta T cells.

Gamma delta T cells are 
responsible for producing 
mucus in the linings of the 
lungs, which helps the body 
get rid of infectious agents. 
The mucus is then wafted 
up the airways and coughed 
out.

The joint senior authors 
of the study are Akiko Iwa-
saki and Vishwa Deep Dixit, 
both of the department of 
immunobiology at the Yale 

Can the 
keto diet 
help beat 
the flu?

See KETO, Page 8B
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cheaper.
Many people don’t realize 

that if their incomes are below 
400 percent of the federal pov-
erty level (just under $50,000 
for an individual or about 
$103,000 for a family of four) 
they qualify for federal sub-
sidies — tax credits that help 
them pay for individual mar-
ketplace plans, Corlette said. 
The federal government has 
an online calculator that indi-
cates whether one falls into this 
bracket.

That tax break can make it 
easier to find affordable, com-
prehensive coverage, Corlette 
said, and she recommended 
that people who have 2019 
ACA plans shop around the 
marketplace to make sure they 
get the best deal going into 
2020. (What plans charge can 
change each year.)

People who bought cover-
age last year and don’t shop 

around will be automatically 
re-enrolled in their old plans, 
which may not be the best for 
their needs and may be more 
expensive than other options.

Also worth noting: Federal 
courts recently blocked a rule 
to penalize recent legal immi-
grants who use those subsidies. 
Known as the public charge 
rule, it would have counted 
that subsidy against people 
looking to stay longer in the 
United States.

The court ruling means that, 
at least for now, legal immi-
grants should also be able to 
purchase subsidized health in-
surance with no penalty, Cor-
lette said.

“If you have concerns or are 
worried, you should consult an 
immigration attorney. But as-
suming you are a legal resident, 
nothing has changed in terms 
of your entitlement,” she said.

Not everything that looks 
like an Obamacare plan actual-
ly is one. 

Consumers should be wary 

of plans that appear to meet 
ACA standards but actually fall 
short.

The Trump administration 
has loosened restrictions on 
non-ACA policies — short-
term plans — so that they can 
last up to 12 months. Previ-
ously they lasted only three 
months and were treated as 
bare-bones, stopgap insurance.

Pitched as a cheaper alterna-
tive to ACA coverage, they are 
allowed to factor in pre-exist-
ing medical conditions — and 
can reject people because of 
their medical history. They also 
generally cover a much nar-
rower range of benefits. Some 
have lifetime caps on benefits, 
and they typically don’t cover 
prescription drugs.

These plans are not eligible 
for federal subsidies.

“If you were to Google 
something like ‘ACA plan’ or 
‘Obamacare plan,’ the first re-
sults will return insurances that 
are not ACA coverage,” Cor-
lette warned. “A lot of it is going 

to be junky, skimpy coverage.”
One easy way to distinguish 

ACA-compliant plans from 
others: Make sure you’re shop-
ping through healthcare.gov 
or an alternative site set up by 
some states. Consumers who 
work with an insurance broker 
should be sure to communi-
cate their desire to choose an 
ACA-compliant plan.

Meanwhile, federal courts 
are weighing a legal challenge 
that could strike down the 
ACA. It’s not clear what will 
happen if that transpires. For 
now, the case shouldn’t affect 
coverage decisions. 

A group of Republican at-
torneys general and governors 
filed a lawsuit in 2018 arguing 
that since the Supreme Court 
upheld the ACA in 2012 spe-
cifically because its individual 
mandate was deemed a valid 
exercise of Congress’ taxing 
power, reducing that tax to zero 
— as Congress did — makes 
the entire law unconstitutional. 
It’s an argument that many legal 

experts say is shaky, but a fed-
eral judge in Texas agreed with 
those who brought the suit.

The case, known as Texas 
v. Azar, is awaiting a ruling 
from the 5th Circuit Court of 
Appeals. The administration, 
meanwhile, has declined to de-
fend the federal law. A group of 
Democratic attorneys general 
has stepped in, in their stead.

If the appellate court sides 
with the trial judge to overturn 
the law, the decision would 
likely be stayed and the case ap-
pealed to the Supreme Court. 
That could drag things out un-
til next summer at the earliest.

The administration hasn’t 
indicated what it might do if 
the health law is struck down 
— a scenario that would gut 
the individual marketplace and 
eliminate the ACA’s consumer 
protections. But most experts 
agree it is also not likely to af-
fect the 2020 coverage year.

Earlier this month, Joe Gro-
gan, who heads the White 
House’s Domestic Policy 

Council, reiterated the admin-
istration will be prepared for 
either decision, adding that 
nothing’s going to happen im-
mediately.

“This will surely go to the 
Supreme Court,” Grogan said. 
“It may or may not be decided, 
probably not decided, before 
the election.”

But it’s unclear what a 
White House response would 
involve. Neither President 
Donald Trump nor Repub-
licans in Congress have put 
forth a health care proposal 
that maintains the protections 
Obamacare put in place.

That could be worrisome 
down the line, Keith and Cor-
lette said. But any impact is far 
enough away that it shouldn’t 
weigh on how consumers ap-
proach buying health insur-
ance for the next year.

“Nothing will change right 
away, and it shouldn’t affect 
anybody anytime soon,” Keith 
said. “Go enroll. Pay your pre-
miums.”

OBAMACARE
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a nursing home, animal shelter 
or soup kitchen is a sure re-
minder of how much one has 
to be thankful for as well.
Know personal lim-

its and feel free to say no. 
Prioritize how to spend 
time and energy this holiday 
season. Say no to parties and 
activities that one doesn’t 
enjoy or isn’t obligated to 
attend. Decide what aspects 

of the holidays are personally 
most important and focus 
on those. No one gets all the 
holiday shopping, wrapping, 
decorating and entertaining 
done the way they would like 
to and that's OK.
Spend some active time 

outside. Physical activity 
reduces stress and improves 
mood, so even if it doesn’t 
seem like there is time, go for 
a walk in the sunshine.
Eat well. Enjoy holiday 

favorites, but in moderation, 

BEE WELL
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School of Medicine, in New 
Haven, Conn.

The objective of the study 
was to determine how the keto 
diet affects host defense against 
a lethal flu virus infection.

The researchers random-
ly assigned the mice to diet 
groups one week before they 
induced the infection. Next, 
they monitored the rodents for 
signs of infection and assessed 
their immune responses.

The team found that keto 
diet feeding confers protection 
against the flu virus in mice by 
increasing the number of gam-
ma delta T cells in the airways.

This response occurred rel-
atively late after the infection 
in the mice, due to their de-
pendence on T cell receptors 
on other cells. But in humans, 
this response is much quicker, 
as gamma delta T cells can ex-
pand independently.

In addition, previous re-
search in mice has shown that a 
specific subset of gamma delta 
T cells can efficiently induce 
the cytolytic killing of flu-in-
fected airway cells.

In the current study, the 
expansion of gamma delta T 

cells resulted in lower viral titer 
measurements in the mice that 
received a ketogenic diet.

The team also investigated 
the potential for changes in the 
levels of genetic activity using 
RNA sequencing, a technique 
that can measure the levels of 
transcription across the ge-
nome.

This showed that although a 
keto diet could impact the ex-
pansion of gamma delta T cells, 
this was not associated with any 
changes in the activity of genes 
involved with cytotoxicity.

Interestingly, when mice 
were bred without the gene 
that encodes for gamma delta 
T cells, the keto diet provided 
no protection against the flu 
virus.

"This was a totally unexpect-
ed finding," said Iwasaki.

The current theory is the ex-
pansion of these cells — in re-
sponse to ketogenic feeding — 
leads to more efficient killing 
of the flu virus. This, in turn, re-
sults in much lower viral titers 
and better preservation of the 
cells lining the airways.

This type of research is in 
its infancy, and much more is 
needed to determine exactly 
how the keto diet may help 
combat the flu.

KETO
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and incorporate healthy 
dishes into holiday meals. 
Don't use food or alcohol to 
avoid difficult emotions such 
as loss or disappointment.
Breathe. Throughout the 

day, take deep breaths to relax 
the body and mind. Notice 
the sights, sounds, and smells 
of the holidays. Listen to mu-
sic that is personally relaxing 
or invigorating as the case is 
needed.
Laugh. Incorporating 

activities that bring humor to 
the holidays such as watching 
a funny movie, dancing, or 
spending time with children 
can be great stress reducers.
Create new traditions. 

Just because the outside of 
the house has always been 
decorated does not mean that 
has to continue, if one doesn’t 
feel up to it or doesn’t want 
to do it anymore. Feel free to 
stop. Expectations add a lot 
of stress to the holidays. If the 
family typically doesn't help 

with decorating the tree or 
cooking the meal, consider 
scaling back or asking for 
help so these tasks are 
more manageable.
Grieve. If one is 

grieving the loss of a loved 
one this holiday season, 
expect the holiday to feel 
different than normal. 
One may not have the 
energy to decorate or 
cook or shop and that is 
OK. Don’t isolate yourself 
but also feel free to limit 
holiday activities to what 
is tolerable.

(Alison Williams is 
Director of Operations 
at the Human Resources 
Center of Edgar and Clark 
Counties. Email her at 
Alison.Williams@hrcec.org. 
This column is provided by 
Bee Well of Edgar County 
as part of the coalition’s 
mission to make Edgar 
County a healthier place 
to live.)

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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Puzzles

Across
 1. Put within
 6. Learned person
12. Resistance
16. Female title
17. Logical basis for a belief
18. Of I
19. Indicates position
20. Article
21. Insignificant organizational 
member
22. __ route
23. Expression of disapproval
24. Microelectromechanical 
systems
26. Ponds
28. Satisfy
30. Dad
31. Spanish soldier “El __”
32. Pouch-like structure
34. Obscure unit of measurement
35. Okinawa prefecture capital
37. Platforms
39. Jazz singer Irene
40. Benefits
41. Hellenistic governors
43. Brownish-green fruit
44. Needed to see
45. Political action committee
47. Fast plane
48. Bahrain dinar
50. Urgent request
52. Raccoon genus
54. Millisecond
56. Atlanta rapper
57. Rural delivery
59. Intrauterine device
60. The Wolverine State
61. Free agent
62. For instance
63. Reduces
66. Lincoln’s state
67. Quit
70. Midsections
71. Bullfighting maneuvers

Down
 1. The arch of the foot
 2. Canadian peninsula
 3. Koran chapters
 4. Abba __, Israeli politician
 5. Youngster
 6. Burns
 7. Comedienne Gasteyer
 8. Valley
 9. Belongs to sun god
10. Nickel
11. Great in salads
12. Leader
13. Forced through a sieve

14. Entryway
15. Support pillars
25. Aquatic mammal
26. __ Farrow, actress
27. Unhappy
29. Holds molecules
31. Thrifty
33. French dynasty
36. Scottish port
38. Irish militant organization
39. Dawn
41. Musical group of seven
42. Used to fry things
43. Carrot’s companion

CROSSWORD

46. Rough stone landmarks
47. Fourth son of Jacob and 
Leah
49. Goes against
51. Passion
53. Hard white animal fat
54. Soybean pastes
55. Beckon
58. Mountain and morning are two
60. Self-referential
64. Data executive
65. Retirement plan
68. Star Trek character Laren
69. You and I

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Paris Eagles Club donates $1,250 to help Hopes and Dreams, an effort to create a shelter 
for homeless students at Paris High School. Left to right, Eagle Kenny Miller, Hopes and Dreams 
representative Brenda Wright, Eagle Bob Morecraft and Eagle Jason Driver.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Paris Eagles Club donates $1,250 to help HIS Ministry and Christmas for Kids, which places 
wrapped Christmas gifts with families needing some extra help. Left to right, Eagle Kenny Miller, 
Christmas for Kids representatives Dawn Kirby and Trudy Arrasmith, Eagle Bob Morecraft and 
Eagle Jason Driver.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Paris Eagles Club donates $1,250 to help the Compassion-
ate Food Ministry with the operation of a food pantry assisting 
Edgar County residents. Left to right, Eagle Kenny Miller, food 
pantry representative Gladys Frost, Eagle Bob Morecraft and 
Eagle Jason Driver.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Paris Eagles Club donates $1,250 to help Shop with a Cop 
provide winter clothing to children requiring a little extra help 
this holiday season. Left to right, Eagle Kenny Miller, Shop with 
a Cop representative Melissa Garner, Eagle Bob Morecraft and 
Eagle Jason Driver.

PARIS EAGLES CLUB MAKES CHRISTMAS DONATIONS TO PARIS AREA CHARITIES

WRAP PARTY GETS ROLLING

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Mary Barker is one of the many unsung heroes working behind 
the scenes to make Christmas for Kids a success. Barker vol-
unteers time to help wrap gifts that make Christmas morning a 
little better for some Edgar County children.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

One gift at a time slowly whittles away at the work for Damita 
Lewis, who volunteers at the Christmas for Kids wrap party. 
The black bags in the background contain more gifts needing 
wrapped.
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Merry and bright in Chrisman

Christmas in Chrisman is a family oriented event and here three generations turned out to see the decorated park. Scarlett Esling-
er wearing the Santa hat is in front and behind her are Karin Eslinger, left, and Susan Mills, right.

Elizabeth Lorton shares a confidence with Santa Claus during his visit to the Chrisman Public 
Library as part of the Christmas in Chrisman celebration.

Rheanna Satterfield and her daughters Valerie Satterfield in the leopard print hood and Jolene 
Satterfield in the striped poncho check out the lighted displays in the Chrisman city park.

This Frosty the Snowman no longer occupies a place of honor on the bandstand in the Chrisman 
city park, but it was welcome sight, and bit of nostalgia, for many attending the Christmas in 
Chrisman celebration Wednesday, Dec. 4. The figure served the city for many years until it fell 
into disrepair and went into unseen storage for many more years. Erik and Anita Marvin took on 
the task of refurbishing the ornament and bringing it back into service. 

Members of the Chrisman High School FFA not only built a large 
float but they also sang along to the Christmas carols played 
over the float’s sound system as they walked in the Christmas in 
Chrisman parade.

It’s not a common sight on Chrisman streets anymore but this horse and carriage driven by Mar-
tin Stroup of Champaign County made its second appearance for Christmas in Chrisman and was 
a popular activity at the event Wednesday, Dec. 4.

Volunteers spent many hours converting the Chrisman city park into a lighted wonderland for the 
Christmas holiday season.

The Stipe family of Chrisman climb into the decorated carriage of Martin Stroup for their ride 
during the Christmas in Chrisman celebration Wednesday, Dec. 4. While some people watched the Christmas in Chrisman parade from inside their vehicles, these 

young ladies decided the best vantage point was standing in the street to see the different units 
go by.

Santa Claus reads “The Night Before Christmas” at the Chrisman Public Library as part of the 
Christmas in Chrisman celebration. Each of Santa’s little friends received a candy cane and a 
book from the basket at his side after sharing their Christmas wishes. 
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
bookkeeper@prairiepress.net

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

Christmas Hours
The ETC. Shoppe
141 E. Court St.
Downtown Paris
Open every day til Dec 24
Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm
Sun: 1pm-5pm

Inside Garage Sale
1705 Marshall St.
Sat. Dec. 7  8am - 1pm
Too Many Items to Mention

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K-9 Training
Over 40 years experience. 
Offers 6 wks Beginners and 
Advanced classes $90 Starting 
February 2
Call 217-275-3465

Registered Female Bassett For 
Sale- $500 or Best Offer Call 
217-822-9591

3-4 Bedroom House for Rent
$700/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

Nice 2 BR, 1 Bathroom, with 
garage, no pets, references 
required, $625 + deposit
Call 217-264-1379, leave 
message

2 Bedroom House, Quiet 
Street, 1 1/2 car garage, Big 
Yard, Eat in kitchen with all 
appliances including washer & 
dryer
$650/month + $650 deposit
1 yr. lease  No smoking, No pets
Call 217-512-1880

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing 
in Paris, IL. Rent based on 
income. One bedroom with 
washer/dryer, pet friendly. 
One month free rent. (309) 
673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

For Rent
1 bedroom house. phone 

217-463-8800. Leave message. 
$450.00/month plus deposit

Nice 1 bedroom, water, heat, 
and trash included. No Pets. 
$420 dep. $420 mo.
Call 217-466-8280

Golf Cart- 2011 E-Z Go Txt 48, 
Street Legal, Rear Seat, Charger, 
Cover. Batteries are Two Years 
Old. $2500.00
Call Lindley 217-465-5401 
Leave Message

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY   PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff,

vs.
MICHAEL KOCHVAR; JAMES 
KOCHVAR; EDGAR COUNTY, 

AS TRUSTEE FOR THE TAXING 
DISTRICTS, BY JOSEPH B. 

MEYERS AND ASSOCIATES; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 

NONRECORD CLAIMANTS
 Defendants. 

LIS PENDENS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR 
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS

Notice is hereby given to 
MICHAEL KOCHVAR AND JAMES 
KOCHVAR, that a Complaint 
has been filed in the above 
entitled cause on November 19, 
2019 requesting abatement of 
nuisance, demolition of unsafe 
buildings, and other relief.

(i) The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above.

(ii) The Court in which said 
action was brought is identified 
above.

(iii) The names of the title 
holders of record are MICHAEL 
KOCHVAR AND JAMES 
KOCHVAR .

(iv) The legal description of the 
property is:

Lot No. 7 of S. C. Ewing’s 
Subdivision of the East 364.05 
feet of even width of Out Lot 
No. 152 to the City of Paris, as 
referenced by Plat recorded in 
Deed Record 106, Page 466 and 
468 of the Edgar County, Illinois 
Records, and described as the 
North 167 feet of even width 
of the East 51 1⁄2 feet of even 
width of the West 171 1⁄2 feet of 
said Out Lot No. 152 to the City 
of Paris

PREIN: 09-18-01-277-010

(v) Common address of subject 
real estate is: 510 Union Street, 
Paris, IL.

MICHAEL KOCHVAR AND 
JAMES KOCHVAR , UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS are served by 
publication of this Notice. 
Unless MICHAEL KOCHVAR AND 
JAMES KOCHVAR, OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS file 
an answer to the Complaint in 
this case or otherwise make 
an appearance in this case on 
or before February 7, 2020, 
2019, a default judgment 
may be entered against such 
MICHAEL KOCHVAR AND 
JAMES KOCHVAR , UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS at any time after 
that day in accordance with 
the remedies requested in the 

Complaint.

ANGELA R. BARRETT
CIRCUIT CLERK

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)

129 North Central Avenue 
Paris, IL 61944-1704 

Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

Email: service@fgklaw.net

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY PARIS, 

ILLINOIS
CITY OF PARIS, 

Plaintiff,

vs. 
 

DENNIS MICHAEL GARNER, 
JOSEPH E. MEYER & 

ASSOCIATES, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 

NONRECORD CLAIMANTS. 
Defendants.

No. 2018-MR-87

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 
PROPERTY

A. Legal Description of Property 
to be sold:
Lot N. 103 in W.S. O’Hair’s 
Addition to the City of Paris
PREIN: 09-18-12-252-002
B. Common Address of Property 
to be sold:
304 E. Van Buren Street, Paris, 
Illinois
C. Location of Sale:
2nd Floor, Edgar County 
Courthouse
115 W. Court Street, Paris, Illinois 
61944
D. Date and Time of Sale:
Monday, January 6, 2020 at 
11:00 A. M.
E. Terms of Sale:
10% down on sale date, balance 
due upon confirmation of sale 
and closing.
F. Contact for further informa-
tion and inspection of property:
RICHARD M. KASH, JR.
FRUIN, GARST & KASH
Attorney for the City of Paris
129 N Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone 217/465-4196
Fax 217/466-1213
G. Description of improvements 
on subject property:
Garage

RICHARD M. KASH, JR.
Attorney for The City of Paris

FRUIN, GARST & KASH
RICHARD M. KASH, JR.
129 N CENTRAL AVE.
PARIS, IL 61944
Telephone 217/465-4196
Fax 217/466-1213

PUBLIC NOTICE

All personal property stored 
in Unit #10S of Lock & Roll 
Storage, 804 Grandview Street, 
Paris, IL 61944, (217) 463-6975, 
rented to David Woodworth, 
will be disposed of pursuant to 
the Self-Storage Facility Act at 
10AM on December 16, 2019 at 
the above location.

Lock & Roll Storage

By: Pamela Arrasmith

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 

THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY – IN 

PROBATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF

MARY LOUISE STRIKER, 
DECEASED.

NO. 2019-P-56

NOTICE TO HEIRS AND CLAIM 
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given of the 
death of MARY LOUISE STRIKER, 
of Paris, Illinois, who died on
November 11, 2019. This 
includes notice to CHARLES 
HENSON and ROY ALLEN 
HENSON, whose
addresses are unknown and any 
unknown heirs of decedent. An 
Order was entered by the Court 
on
November 27, 2019, admitting 
the Will of MARY LOUISE 
STRIKER, dated September 28, 
2018, to
probate appointing KENNETH 
DEAN HENSON as Independent 
Executor. Letters of Office as
Independent Executor were 
issued to KENNETH DEAN 
HENSON, 2501 Bernice Drive, 

Champaign,
Illinois 61822, whose attorney 
is E. ROBERT ANDERSON of 
Anderson Law Offices, 1204 
North Main Street, P.O. Box 10, 
Paris, Illinois 61944.

Within forty-two (42) days after 
the date of the original order of 
admitting the Will to probate any 
heir or legatee may file a petition 
with the Court to require proof of 
the Will by testimony of the wit-
nesses to the Will in open Court 
or other evidence, as provided 
in Section 6-21 of the Probate 
Act (755 ILCS 5/6-21). You also 
have the right under Section 
8-1 of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/8-1) to contest the validity of 
the Will by filing a petition with 
the Court within six (6) months 
after admission of the Will to
probate.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Court at Paris, Edgar
County, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before June 8, 2020 and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the Executor and to 
the attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Kenneth Dean Henson, 
Independent Executor

By:
E. Robert Anderson

Anderson Law Offices
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010

KANSAS TOWNSHIP
EDGAR COUNTY ILLINOIS

NOTICE OF BID
Sealed bids will be received at 
the Kansas Township Building, 
P.O. Box 40, Kansas, IL. 61933, 
until 8:30 AM on January 04, 
2020 and at that time publicly 
opened and read for the pur-
chase of  2019 or newer Cab & 
Chassis with Dump Bed, Plow, 
and Spreader.

Bidding Form, Terms & 
Conditions can be obtained 
from Loren Bennett, Kansas 
Township Road Commissioner 
at 1-217-293-0110

The Edgar County Emergency 
Telephone System Board will 
hold its annual meeting on 
Monday, December 16, 2019 at 
9am at the Paris Fire Hartley-
Taylor Training Center, 11200 
Cherry Point Rd. Paris, IL

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

LIVE & SIMULCAST ONLINE AUCTION!
MULTI-CONSIGNOR CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Sunday December 8th @ Noon IL. Time
Antiques, Quality Furniture, Equine Tack & 

Supplies, Collectibles, Advertising Signs & More!
Visit us at calliebaberuction.com 

& click “ONLINE BIDDING!”

NOW HIRING!!!
Field Technician

South Eastern Illinois Territory
Altorfer Ag Products is looking for an experienced 
Field Technician to cover the South Eastern Illinois 

Territory1 Covers the following counties: Edgar, 
Douglas, Coles and Clark. Perform in field service 
and repairs on Terragators, Rogators, Claas Lexion 
Combines, Challenger tractors, and other CAT Ag 

products. Troubleshoot and repair  hydraulic, 
electrical and all other systems.

Come work for a stable company that values your 
hard work, offers amazing benefits and 

advancement opportunities!
Apply: at http://careers-altorfer.icims.com and 

search for Field Technician, Ag, Req No: 2019-3345

An Equal Opportunity Employer/M-F-D-V

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach homes 
and businesses in Edgar County, three heavy-duty, all-weather 
signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 fluorescent green 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale checklist, sales 
record form.  All for $10.00!!!! 

Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in  
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.

More than 161 million adults read newspapers  
in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
who access newspaper content in an average week.

Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper 
digital ads – 66% took action on an ad in the past month.

Newspaper circulars are used by 73%  
of newspaper media users in an average month.

Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research

Anytime,  
anywhere.

Reach desirable audiences on trusted media brands.

Newspaper Media: In Print. Online. Anytime.

www.newspapermedia.com

In print. Online. On-the-go.
No one covers Edgar County like

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE —  
AND DELIVERED 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

101 N. Central Ave.      Paris, IL

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT
in our 

classified ads!
Call for 

more details



12B |  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2019    |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netCHRISTMAS IN PARIS

After his heart grew three sizes, the Grinch occupied a spot of honor with Cindy Lou Who in the 
Christmas in Paris parade.

ALL PHOTOS GARY HENRY/THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Santa Claus took part in the first Dashing Through the Lights at 
Twin Lakes Park. The Bee Well of Edgar County event provided 
people an opportunity to run or walk through the park while city 
employees were doing a lighting test for Holiday in the Park, 
which is open nightly until Jan. 1 for drivers.

Carriage rides around the square seemed to be the must-do activity for Christmas in Paris.

Shelby Kuper, left, and Aiden Kuper, right, share a hot chocolate 
provided to those who completed Bee Well’s Dash Through the 
Lights. Shelby Kuper said the family participated in the first-
time event to give young Aiden a better view of the lights for 
Holiday in the Park than what is normally available to a child in-
side a vehicle. She also wanted to get in some physical activity 
prior to the Thanksgiving meal the next day. 

Bell ringers Emiela Cheesman, left, and Ethan Moore, right, were 
doing important work at the Mistletoe Market in Eveland Gym 
during Christmas in Paris. The Salvation Army still needs bell 
ringers to work at Rural King, Wal-Mart and Save-a-Lot. Call Jim 
Cooper 217-463-2237 to volunteer.

Ellany and Jack Smith have an up-close moment with a reindeer at Christmas in Paris.

Anna Kudashkina lights a candle for her country Russia during 
the International Candle Lighting program at Prospect Bank 
as part of the Thanksgiving Fellowship. In the background is 
Nicolas Le Toux of France. They, andr several other internation-
al students at the University of Chicago, were guests of local 
families for Thanksgiving.

Ella York works on her Christmas masterpiece during one of 
the Cookies and Canvas sessions at En Pointe Studio during 
Christmas in Paris.

The misting rain softly diffuses the Christmas lights during 
the lighting ceremony for the community Christmas tree at 
Christmas in Paris.

Nora Krueger is definitely ready for Christmas with her own 
personal ornament made at the Whoville tent during Christmas 
in Paris.

Jack Sabens, left, and Charlie Sabens, right, share their Christmas wish list with Santa Claus during Christmas in Paris. 

Gavin Redman and sister Morgan Redman, in background, toast marshmallows at the First Chris-
tian Church’s s’mores station at the Whoville tent during the Christmas in Paris celebration. 

Christmastime is here, Paris
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